Municipal Bill.

Amendment—that the Bill be read
this day six months—put, and o division
taken with the following result: —

Ayes.., 6
Noes... 7

Majority against ... L1
Ayes. Noes.

Hon, R. G. Burges H
Hon. R, 8. Haynes |
Hon. J. K. Richarda(m]

Hon, L. K. Congdun
Hon. C. E. Dempsier
Hon. A. B. Kidson

Hon, H. J. Saunders Hon, W. 1, Loton
Hon. F. M. Stone Hon. D, McKay
Hon. C. A. Piesse Hon. G. Randell
{Teller) | Hon, E, McLarty
| {Teller)
Amendment thus negatived.
Question—that the Bill he read a

gecond time—put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

A._yus 6

Noes 6

A tie ... 0

Ayes. Noes.
Hon, D. K. Congdon; Hon. R. G, Burges

Hon. C. E. Dempster
Hon. A. B. Kidson
Hon. 1), McKay
Hon. G. Randell

Hon. BR. 8. Haynes
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon. H. J. S8aunders
Hon. F. )M, Stone
Hon, E, McLarty i Hon, C. A, Piesso
(Teller} | {Teller)

Tz PRESIDENT: The voting being
equal, I give my vote with the “ayes,” so
as to afford further opportunity for dis-
cussing the Bill.

Question thus passed.

Bill read @ second time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 8.25 p.m. un-
til the next day.
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Tearslatibe Qssemblp,
Puesdeay, 11th October, 1898.

Papers presented—Question: Closing of Ceme-
tery, Perth--Question: Goomalling Nail-
way Project and Land Rents—Chairman of
Committees (Acting): Appointment—An-
nual Estimates, in Committee of Supply;
debate on financis} policy resumed and
concluded ; Estimates passed, pages 17 to

© 30—Companies Act Amendment Bill, first
reading—Adjournment.

T SPEARER took the chair at 4.30
o‘clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Telephone Reguln-
tions, amended. Millar’s Karri and Jar-
1ah Forests Company, Limited, Copy of
Agreement r¢ Torbay Railway Concession.
Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks, Re-,
port of Registrar for 1897.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION : CLOSING OF

EAST PERTH.

Mz. WILSON asked the Premier, when
it was expected that the new cemetery
would be ready, and the pecessary ar-
rangments made to close the old ceme-
tery.

The PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) replied, that it was expected that the
new gemetery would be ready about the
heginning of next year, and as soon as it
wns, the arrangements for closing the old
cemetery would be proceeded with.

CEMETERY,

QUESTION : GOOMALLING RAILWAY
PROJECT AND LAND RENTS.

Mr. QUINLAN asked the Premier,—1,
Whether he was aware that o large
amount of land had been taken up in
the Goomalling district in the expeeta-
tion of railway facilities being provided
for the settlers. 2, Whether it was the
intention of the Government at an early
date to construct such a railway. 3, If
not, whether thé Government were pre-
pared to remit the rents of such settlers
until such railway facilities had been pro-
vided.
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Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied,—1, 1 have been so in-
formed. 2, The Government are unable
to do so this year. 3, The Government
regret being unable to do so.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES {(ACTINWG)
APPOINTED.

On the motion of the PrEMiER, Sir Jas.
G. Lee-Steere (Speaker) was aonointed
temporarily as Chairman of Committees
during the unavoidable absence of Mr.
Harper.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
DEBATE ON FINANCIAL POLICY.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Debate resumed, from the last sitting, on
the motion of the Premier that the first
item, “His Excellency the Governor, Aide-
de-camp, £250,” be agreed to.

Mn. OLDHAM (North Perth): Before
venburing to address the few remarks
Mwhich I have to make on this particular
subject, I desire to congratulate the
member for Central Murchiron (Mr. Il
lingworth) upon the able manner in
which he placed before this House, and
th people of the country, in his speech
the other evening, the state of the
finances. I camnot congratulate the
right hon. gentleman who leads the Gov-
ernment in this respect, because I be-
lieve the member for Central Murchison
thoroughly exploded and confounded all
the absurd ideas put forward by the Pre-
taier, ns an announcement of the
financial policy of the Government. T
have a few words also to say to the mem-
her for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans), and
I find it extremely difficult to congratu-
late him upon the maoner in which he
erdeavoured to justifv the actions of the
Government in the past, with respect to
our financial nosition, as it appears to
us and the country at the present mo-
ment. [ have not the slightest doubt
that members, who, up to the present,
huve followed. the Government through
thick and thin, think that little good can
arise out of any discussion upon the
Fstimates at this stage, for the reason

that we have had these matters before -

us, either in one form or another, in the
delates which have taken place. T sup-
pose it is particularly unpalatable to
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the gentlemen who sit upon the Ministe-
rial benches to have their policy of con-
cealment placed before the country in the
vivid manner in which the member for
Ceantral Murchison put it before the
House. | It must be particularly unpala-
teble to the right hon. gentleman who
controls the preat spending department
of this country to have this policy of con-
cealment and the management, or rather
mismanagement, of the country so clearly
exposed by the member who made such
a Dbrilliant speech the other evening. I
suppose I shall be told, before I reach
the end of my speech, that I anticipated
cverything. That geems to be one of the
favourite arguments of the right hon.
gentleman. If any member on this side
gete up for the purnose of criticising the
actions of the Government—and many
times criticising them, not for political
reasons, but in perfectly good faith—it
always seems to me that the Premier
very glibly settles the question by sim-
ply saying in three words, “You don’t
understand.”  What I do understand,
aryd what every business man in this
country understands at the present meo-
ment, is that we have a deficit of
£186,000, and to my mind a balance of
£126,000 upon the wrong side of the
ledger is an extremely serious wmatter,
which no man, whether a workman, a
merchant, an imnorter, or a manufactu-
rer finds it difficult to understand. If
thr: Government could have reasonably
nrgued that this deficit was the result of
some unforeseen circumstances, and was
occasioned by circumstances over which
they had no control, there might possi-
bly have been some excuse for them:
bui, even supposing it were through cir-
cvmstances over which they had no con-
trol, T suppose the country could reason-
ubly regret that the affairs of Western
Avstralia were placed in the handa of
:¢rsons who have shown such an utter
want of knowledze of the conditions at-
taching to Australian colonies, and such
deplorable  ignorance regarding the
finances. Is it not a fact that there have
been many occasions upon which thex
have had warning after warning? TIs it
not a fact that time after time the affairs
of this country have been brought before
their notice by gentlemen sitting on this
{the Opposition) side of the House? It
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cannot he demied that it is a fact; and -

is it not a fact that if the finances of this
country had been properly placed before
this House, it would have been impossi-
ble for the Government to pledge the
Legislature and the country to the expen-
diture of that vast sum of money which

is involved in the Coolgardie water sup- |

ply scheme! I ask members who sit on
that (the Government) side of the Houre,
whether, if they had known the resl po-
sition we were in at the time this scheme
was brought before the House, they
weuld have voted for it? Would they
have pledged theinselves to that particu-
Iar scheme? I am sure meny of them
feel! very sorry that a vote has been
tuken upon that question, knowing tull
well that we, on our part, have pledged
the credit of the country, pledged all our
sceurities practically, to the carryiny out
of this undertaking, and by placing all
our eggs in one basket have prevented
ourselves from carrying ouf other works
which are of quite as great lmportance
to this country as the Coolgardie water
supply scheme. I would like to ask
members opposite how they propose to
justify their position before the countre?
Is it not a fact that the right hon. gen-
tleman has heen compelled to abandon
the policy which was foreshadowed by
the Governor's speech—a policy of rail-
way construction which was necessary
for the development of the country—for
the purpose of carrying out this gigantic
conception? How, I ask, do members
propose to justify, then, the actions of
the Government? We have pone so far,
I Lelieve, that it is practically impossible
fca us to retrace our steps. But what
ure the deserts of a Government leading
the country into such financial chaos as
is involved in this particular scheme?
We will admit, for one moment, that the
ccoception of the scheme was the result of
the cogitation of a master mind. Yet, what
is the history of the scheme? Years
ago the Government obtained the sanc-
tion of Parliament to carry it out
cording to the Premier, it was to turn a
desert into & Garden of Eden. It was
to induce population to come here. The
money market at that particular period

Ac-

was favourable, and yet, what was the

result? Did they po on with the scheme?

Did they endeavour to carry out their
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own policy? Is our financial position at
the present time not the result of the
weak and vacillating policy of the prerent
Government? Supposing they had con.
fidence in the scheme placed before the
country, how is it that at the present
moment the water is not at Coolgardie?
That, I think, is a very pertinent ques-
tion for goldfields members to answer.
How was it when the right hon. gentle-
man, the Treasurer, had the financial
world at his feet, and could have bor-
rowed money on his own terms, he did
not borrow itf

Me. Coxnor: The Opposition blocked
him.

Mr, OLDHAM: The Opposition did
not block him. Every time this gues-
tion has been brought before the House,
it has been carried by an overwhelminyg
vote, through the misrepresentation of
the Government as to the financial con-
dition of the country, because members
opposite- would not have voted for it had
they known the real position, and they
would now be glad if they had not done
g0. But in consequence of weakness, in
consequence of want of faith in their own
policy, the Government of this country
have undoubtedly waited until this pet
scheme to send a river of water up to
Coolgardie has received the condemnation
of & very respectable financial journal
published in London; and not only has
it received the condemnation of that jour-
nal, but it has also received the condem-
nation of the first journal of the United
Kingdom, and, I believe, the first journal
published in any part of the world. Yet
this is the place to which we are com-
pelled to go to borrow money.

A Meuner: Whick journal!

Mr. OLDHAM: T am speaking of the
London Times. Howx is it possible, under
these circumstances, for the Goverument
to expect to be able to reclaim our ¢redit !
There could be only one way of reclaim-
ing the credit of this colony. The c¢oun-
try, I believe, has found it out, and 12
months from now this House will have
found it out. There is, I repeat, only
one way of reclaiming the credit of Wes.
tern Australia, and that is by a total re-
versal of the policy of the Governmen: ;
and the total reversal of that policy
means that some other persons, instead
of the hon  gentlemen who oe-
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cupy the Treasury benches, will be °
sented in  their places. We are

starting off with a deficit of some-
thing like £186,000, that is an admitted

deficit ; but the leader of the Opposition |

the other night proved to the satisfaction
of every hon. member in this Assembly
that that was not the real deficit, and that
the deficit would not be covered by a
very considerable amount more than
those figures. I notice that, following
out their usual practice of crediting the
country with something like £500,000 in
the way of stores, the Governmenc have
endeavoured, in their balance-sheet, to
show the position of the country to be
better than it is, and have done this
o manner which I think is not altogether
justified by the facts. When we are deal-
ing with assets of the country, I do not
think stores should be taken into con
sideration to any large extent.  Cer-
tainly there may be some things, which
we have paid for and are constantly re-
quiring, which might be treated fairly as
an asset ; bub I am told, on very good
authority, that the old leg-irons for the
convicts are treated as an asset in this
sunt of £500,000.

Mgr. Vosper: They are not required
now, .

Mz, OLDHAM: I do not think any of
our creditors will take leg-irons as secu-
rity for the debt we owe.

Mr. VosrEr: A very good security, in
its way.

Mz. OLDHAM : If the matter were not
serious, it would be extremiely amusing
to contemplate the light and airy way in
which the Government and their suppor
ters endeavour to minimise the effects
and the results of this deficit. If it
were not such a serious matter, it would
be extremely amusing to observe th:
small concern with which they look ou
the deficit. But I can assure hon.
zentlemen opposite, and assure this
House, that this deficit, in spite of thr
efforts of the Government to minimise

it, is creating in the minds of
the business men of this coun
tey a  very great alarm  indeed;

and the endeavour in this House to-make
it appear small reminds one of the poliey
which was dictated by a gentleman who
has been immortalised by Charles
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The Government are at the present time
“waiting for something to turn up;”
and although it has been pointed out very
clearly that our revenue is decreasing,
that our population is leaving us; yet
hon- gentlemen calmly turn round and
gay that our prospecte in the future are
very good, and that if anything turns up
we will be all right. It isa Micawber pol-
icy from the commencement to the finish.
1 regret the member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Morgans) is not in his place, as I want
to make s few remarks with respect
to his speech of the other night. He
stated, for instance, that it would have
heen extremely desirable that the Gov-
ernment, instead of charging a certain
pronortivn of this deficit of £186,000
to revenue, should hove charged it to
loan account, and that we should have
got rid of our deficit by that means. That
15 a marvel of distingenuousness; for
while it is quite possible under some cir-
cumstances that o portion of this deficit
of £186,000 might properly have been
placed to loan account, yet we can place
to lonn account only those works which
are reproductive.

MR. Morax: Railwnys, for instance.

Mr. OLDHAM : We could properly aud
very fairly charge to lonn account ay
amount of money which we had expended
in works of a reproductive character ; bui
surely we cannet say that the dam whiclt
was built at Widgemooltha at a cost o
£50,000

Tue
£13,000.

Me. OLDTAM : And the contingencies

CouMis<10NER OF RaLwaya:

‘how much?

THE CouMissioNER oF Ramwavs: The
dam was built under that amount.
Mr. OLDHAM: The hon. gentlemar
will find out that the contingencies anc
the dain coat somewhere about £50,000.
Tur CouMIs<10NER oF Ramwwars: Ym
have got the wrong dam.
M. Morax: He means Niagara.
Me. OLDHAM: Well, I may have go
the wrong dam, but £13,000 for thiz dan
and £350,000 for the other will make
£63,000, and surely it would not be wel
to tax ourselves in the present and tas
posterity in the future because of the
utter incompetency of wgentlemen whe
control the Public Works Department

Dickens, and whose name was Micawber. { Yet, admitting that it would be justifi
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able to charge the whole of this deficit
to loan account instead of to revenue,
surely the hon. gentlemen on the Gov-
.ernment side of the House must recognise
that the deficit of £186,000 charged to
loan account would have incrensed the
indebtedness of the population of this
colony by £1 per head. That is a very
small matter, I know; but we have to
recognise the fact that we have not un-
limited borrowing powers, and that the
security we offer to the London investor,
and the security which he hag to depend
on, is our population; and yet the hon.
member (Mr. Morgans) advocated that,
instend of paying our way, we should
go in for unproductive and wasteful and
extravagant works. When he advocates
that we should charge these works to
loan aceount, it must be obvious that
this method would prevent.us from bor-
rowing for works that would be likely to
Le reproductive-  The hon. member im-
mediately fell into the other extreme by
saying we ought to berrow, and that he
believed it was the greatest possible mis-
take for the Govermment to abandon
their railway policy. The hon. member's

policy, I sunpose, would be to borrow -

money for conmstructing a railway to
Bonny Vale, to borrow for constructing
a railway to Mount Leonora, and to bor-
row for constructing a new line, I sup-
nose, from Coolgardie to Norseman. The
hon. member forgets, and I supnose hon.
wentlemen opposite also forget, that in a
transaction of this kind there are two
parties. You cannot possibly borrow un-
less you have some security to offer, and
I ask, have the Government the remot-
est idea of being able to borrow at the
present time? The hon. member stated
that the financial policy of the Govern-
ment in the past had been one record of
financial successes; but when we take in-
to consideration our Great Southern Rail-
way fiasco, and when we consider our last
effort on the London market, and the——

Mz. Coxxon: And the Leederville Ioan.

Mr. OLDHAM: Yes, and the Leeder-
-ville loan, and the Perth loan, these
experiences show that, instead of the finan-
cial policy of the Government being
a record of success, the Government are
really in this position, that in conse-
quence of their Fad financing, and not in
consequence of the bad security we have
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to offer, their financing has been wun
doubtedly a howling failure. I am not
croaking.

Tue Presmier: Oh, no.

Mg, OLDHAM: I am not vilifying
this country. I have as firm a faith in
its vast resources as any member who
sita on the Government aide of the House,
for 1 think we all recognise that our gold
mining industry has been placed of late
first in Australia ; that, so far as our tim-
ber industry is concered, we have vast
fields of timber which are I suppose
worth millions of money; and I am wil-
ling to believe, on the authority of agri-
cultural members in this House, that in
agriculture we are fast overtaking the
demands of the colony, and that in this
industry alse we have an untold and
practically unlimited wealth; yet, in
spite of this, in spite of our being first
in Australia in gold produstion, in spite
of our being ahsolutely first in our tim-
ber resources, what is the position of
the country at the present time? In
spite of all the splendid assets which
the country is possesed of, what is the
position? We have a commercinl depres-
siom, a deficit of £186,000, a. probable de-
ficit next year of £300,000, and we bave
gi a decreasing population. We have
had a loss in population during last month
of J00 departures over arrivals. Now,
capitalise each of those 900 persons, and
what amount do we arrive at? Suppose
them to be capitalised, ns T presume the
Premier capitalises the population of
this country, for our population is the
security we have to offer to the London
investor, and the security which we do
offer, and the only security which the
London investor looks at and that he ac-
cepts when we are floating a loan

Mg Morax: Then China ought to be
abic to float a good loan.

Mr. Voseer: China gets more money
than we do.

Mr. Morax: No; China does not, per
head. )

Mr. OLDHAM: We have lost 900
people in the last month. When capita-
lised, those 900 people mean half a mil-
lion of money.

A Mexper: They have gone to see the
Melbourne Cup.

Mr. OLDHAM : We could borrow half
a million of money on those people, if
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they were in the country at the preeent
time.

Ma. Morax: Then, how much could
vou borrow on 186,000 of population!?

Mg. OLDHAM : The hon. member need
no: try to be funny. He is not on the
dump at the Ivaphoe Venture,

M. Morax: That is where you ought
3o be.

Mg. OLDHAM: Oh, T have been there.
1 say again that the fact of 900 people,
capitalised at £500 per head, leaving ihe

shores of this coleny means an absolute .

loas of almost half a million of money.

Mgr. Morax: What is our population?

A Mpuwper: They are coming back
again.

Mr. OLDHAM: An hon. member zays
they are coming back again. They will
never come back again as long as the hon.
gentlemen opposite {on the Government
side) occupy seats in this Chamber.

Tee ComuissioNER  of  Rammwars :
At that proportion we could borrow 85
inillions of money on the population of this
colony.

Mr. OLDHAM : Does not the hon. gen-
tleman opposite recognise the fact that
what we want, for the purposes of deve-
loping the great resources of this country,
is population, and, following in the train
of that population, capital?

MR. Moroaxs: Hear, hear.

Mg. OLDHAM: And is it possible to

get capital into this colony unless we have
population?

Mp. MorGaxs: Not when wo have pes-
siinistic speeches.

Mr. OLDHAM: Not when we have pes-
simistic speeches? I should like to ask
the hon. member this question: It our
position in any way rectified by shutting
our eyes to what are palpable facts? Ts
it in any way improved by living in a fool's
paradiset

Mr. Moroaxs: No.

Me. OLDHAM : If we could, by any art
of arithmetic, persuade people that the
finances of this country were in a tho-
roughly sound and satisfactory condi-
tion, then T say that the inan who would
broach that confidence to outsiders would
he a traitor ; but, when the world, as well
a5 ourselves, knows that the finances of
this country are not in a satisfactory con-
dition, it is far better for us now, at the
present time, to face our difficuliies in a
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manly way than to pursue the Micawber
like policy which seems to have possessed
the Government all through. I was about
to say that what we wanted in this coun
try was populafion. In looking back over
the policy of this Government, have they
ever endeavoured by any means to atiract
population to this country?

Mg. Morax: Yeas,

Mr. OLDHAM : They have? Well, the
only two instances I know of are these:
that they sent a gentleman called William
Traylen to England to deliver a lecture or
two; then they issued a novel, by Trant
Chambers, called “The Land of Promise.”
That is all I know of that the Government
have ever done for the purpose of atiract
ing population to this country.

Mr. Morax: What about their public
works policy ?

Mr. OLDHAM : But, on the other hand,
what have they done to prevent people
coming here? Why, our financial posi.
tion at the present time can be attributed
to nothing else than the policy of the Gov-
ernment with regard to the duties on the
food supplies of the people.

Me. Moreaxs: What about the cost of
‘water on the goldfields?

Mr, OLDHAM : Oh, that, T suppose, is
a panacea for all the ills this country is
sufiering from—the Coolgardie water
scheme.

Mgr. Moreaxs: That is right; that is
what will save everything.

Mr. OLDHAM : According to the gospel
of the member for Coolgardie. What 1
want to point out is that, in consequence
of the policy of the Governmeni, hun-
dreds of people, thousands of people, have
been prevented from bringing their fami-
lies to this country. ‘

Mzr. Moroaws: What policy?

Mz. OLDHAM: Now, the hon. mem-
ber’s comprehension is not so dull as to
require him to ask me a question like that.

Mr. Morgans: Yes; it is. I do not
see whnt there is in that.

Mr. OLDHAM: I have tried to explain
to the hon. member that the policy of
the Governwent with respect to the du-
ties on food has prevented hundreds and
thousands of people from coming to this
country.

Mg, Moroaxs: Sixpence a week!

Mg. Donerry: Hundreds and thou-
sands?



Annual Estimales :

Me, OI.LDHAM: The hon. member, or
sowchody else on his (the Government)
side of the House once stated that the
Auerican war cost 100 million lives. I
said that hundreds and thousands of
people were prevented from bringing their
families to this country, and that can-
not be denied. That has been the re-
sult of the Government policy in keeping
aduty onthemeat of the people, a duty
which, in itseli, was probably not ex-
tromely large, but which, by the mono-
poly it created, by the time it got to
the consumer made Western Australia the
dearest country in Australia to live in.
Is it not a fact?

Mr. Morax: But the wages paid here
are hirher than in any other colony.

Mu. OLDHAM : The hon. member does
not know much about that; he does not
understand the subject.

Mz. Morax: The working men get
£4 5 week on the fields.
Mr. OLDHAM: Yes; when they get

work.

Mn, Morax: But there is plenty of
work for them there.

Mp. OLDHAM : That is not so in Perth.
There are hundreds of people coming
down to the City Council office begpging
for employment.

Mg. Moran: What would you do? Re-
duce the wages and put more men on?

THe Crarrxax: Order!

Mr. OLDHAX : Do not ask foolish ques-
tions. I was about to say that it cught
to be the policy of the Government to
attract ponulation ; and let me take it in
another sense. Let me give a sentimental
renson for the repelling influence of the
nolicy of the Government with regard to
the inducement to people to come here.
Have the Government not made the people
who have come here strangers in a strange
lnnd? Has not the policy of the Govern-
ment always been in the direction of pre-
venting these people from exercising their
richts of citizenship, and does the hon.
eentleman believe that people who
come to a country such as this, whe
have Been brought up with all the tra-
ditions of the British race, are poing to
settle down as citizens of a couatry in
which they are deprived of that right
which they have always, in other coun-

tries, looked upon as their birthright 1-

I believe that our present position is
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one which we could only expect fromn
the past policy of the Government. I
have said what I intended to say upon
the Estimates.

MR. MoRax:
them1

Mz, OLDHAM: This is wrong: 1kt
until we have a complete reversal of the
policy of this Government, we shall not
be able, as a country, to progress in
the manner in which we have progressed
in the past.

Mgr. MITCHELL (Murchison): The
Comuittee have just been treated to
whnt we are getting accustomed to in
the shape of a long lecture. It can no
longer be said that all the members of
the Opposition have no policy, because
some of them have a very pronounced
policy, namely, that of decrying the
colony in which they live, and of general
fault-finding, without advancing asingle
suggestion whereby those imaginary
evils of theirs can be rectified. For my
own part, I do not take such a gloomy
view of things generally. It is truethe
revenue has somewhnt fallen off lately,
which is much to be regretted; but
those things must be expected here as
well as elsewhere, and perbaps it is
right that it should be so, because it is
likely to instil into the minds of the
general public the desirability of ap-
preciating good times when they do
come, and those good times will come
as sure as daylight; and I believe one
little instance that has happened in the
sitting of this Parliament, that is, the
elimination of the dual title as regards
gold-mining leases, is a forerunner of a
change for the better. We have heard
o great deal lately about the public
debt of the colony. Truly, it is very
larze when compared with the popula-
tion: but I will point out that in this
country, unlike almost every other coun-
trv, the Government undertake the
public works, which, as a matter of
course, po to pile up the public debt.
I was just thinking, however, that, in-
asmuch as most of those public works
are now completed, they should be
rightly considered as a national asset
against the public debt. Now. suppns-
ing, for one moment, that those public
works had not been undertaken, what
would be our situation? Why. we would

What is wrong with
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be in the same position that we occu-
pied 25 or 30 years ago, with no debt,
and, so to speak, no snything.

Mg. VospeER: There is o good deal of
the latter now,

Mr. MITCHELL: A pgreat deal has
been said about the railways, That de-
partment comes in, generally speaking,
for a fair share of adverse criticism.
Now, T find that the capital account of
that department is £5,069,028, which
alone amounts to half the present debt
of the colony.

A Meuser: More than that.

Mg, MITCHELL : Considerably more
than half the present debt of the colony.
I amn not referring to what is authorised,
buv to what has actually been borrowed.
On the JOth June last the actun] expen-
diture in construction and settlement of
railways was £3,047,261, or an average
per mile of £5,088. At the same date we
had 992 miles of railways in use for traf-
fic, and since then other railways have
Ibeen taken over, some I believe Dleing
worked by the contractors, which bring
up the total mileage to date to something
like 1,367} miles, or an average of about
one mile for every 125 of the inhabitants
of the colony. This is the greatest aver-
age for any country at the present mo-
went. Then, again, we have the Fre
mantle harbour works. I do not think
there is 2 member of this House, even sit-
ting on the Opposition side, who would
s that this money has been badly spent.
I well remember the time when only very
sinall craft could pass in and out at the
mouth of the Swan River, but what do we
see now? A splendid harbour with a very
_mood entrance to it,-and only a few days
ago there was said to be a ship of 6,000
tons burthen berthed there. I have no
hesitation in saying this goes far beyond
our most sanguine anticipations—at all
events, it does mine. Then, again, lel
u: look at the public buildings, and public
werks all over the colony, those which
have heen erected and paid for by the
Government, and are the public pro-
perty of the State. Then, again, there
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nre a lot of reservoirs constructed all over |

the colony at a cost exceeding £1350.000.
I+ has nften been azid that some of these
reservoirs are failures. T do not know
whether they are or not; bhut this T do
know, that in s country like this, where
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water is sometimes so scarce and expen-
sive, the idea was very good; and, even
if there is a small percentage of 1nese re-
servoirs actually failures, the State is
amply paid by those that are successful.
It has also been said that mistakes have
lbeen made in the selection of the sites of
these catchments. My answer is, that he
wlic makes no mistakes does nothing.
There is yet another old and true saying,
that it is very much more easy to find
fault than to mend matters.

Tee Premier: Hear, hear.

Mr. MITCHELL : 1 refer to these par-
ticutar buildings and public works to show
that, although the public debt is large,
I consider it iz amply covered by the
volue of those buildings and works,
Ceming on to the Estimates, although
we have sat close upon four months, not
a single item of them has yet been passed.
Buc I do not consider the Government
altogether to blame for this, I think
those members with such wonderful talk-
ing capacity should take some of the
blame of this delay. The other night
my hon. friend the member for Central
Murchizon (Mr. Illingworth) interrupted
me, as he often does, when I said that
although we head been sitting a lomr
time, very little bad been done, except
to provide copy for the newspapers and
Hansard. We were told two months
age that there was an accumulation of
something like seven toms of type for
Hansard. From the way in which we
have been going on, we may reasonably
expect that we shall have 70 tons before
Purliament is prorogued. One word
more, in conclusion. I have during this
somewhat protracted session been very
much pained to listen to strictures which
have sometimes been passed upon the
Government. I know the Government
have done their best irrespective of con-
dition or class, and perhaps they havedone
as well as those whe may come after
them will ever do,

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardic): I do
nat propose to say much, but I think the
present condition of the colony sufficiently
important for members to express their
opinion on the general question. [ was
going to say that of all the speeches I have
heard in the House, the ablest, the best,
and the maost encouraging, is that of the
imcmber for North Perth (Mr. Uldham).
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I say this because there is no doubt about
hi¥ ability as a financier; and when he
tells the House that the departure of 900
people the other day robbed this colony
of the borrowing power of half a million,
knewing the population is 175,000——

Mr. Ouppav: [ said capital,

Mgr, MORAN: Your very words were
“loss of 900 population’ the other day
means that we have lost the power of
borrowing half a million.”

Mg. OLpnaM: No, no. Capital.

Mg, MORAN: If you wumt to correct
yourself, I will be only too happy.

Mg, OrbRam: 1 said capital value.

Mr. MORAN: That means this colony
can safely borrow something like eighty
odd millions capital value. What is loan
money but capitalised value? When you
sbtain a loan, you are horrowing capital ;
¥ou are not borrowing interest.  No
mntter how the statement i mnade, I
think it is very encouraging.

Mz. Vozppr: Can you borrow to your
full capital value?

Mr. MORAN: You can borrow to your
full capital value.  Your loan is your
capital value as far as the colony iz con-
cerned. I think what the hon. member
meant to say was that the loss of these
901 people was to be deplored at the pre-
sent time. There 15 no doubt about it. 1
have been disappointed ' with regard to
the population of the colomy. I have, I
may say, been disappointed in reference
tu the extent of population on the gold-
fields, but not disheartened. What I have
said right through, and what I say now, is
thie. All the financial authorities in this
colony, and all over the world, that I have
been able to look through, teach thiz one
doctrine, that it is unwise to endeavour
to scréw out of your present population the
capital cost of loan works. That is ab-
solutely true to-day, and in thiz colony we
ought to adopt a policy in accordance
with that principle, The £186,000, and
in my opinion another £300,000—in
other words half a million—ought to
be placed against loan. Even public
buildings of a grand and national char-
acter should be put against loans.
Analyse the matter. How long does a
public building last? It is handed down,
just ag a railway is handed down, to gene-
rations to come, and it is not bad finan-
cing ac all if we ask posterity to bear a
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share of the cost of Parliament House, for
insiance, or a share of the cost of the Sup-
reme Court, if your population is not able
te: stand it at the present time. I fail to
sec any argument in the world why we
should bear the full capital cost of the
Supreme Court or Parliament House,
or other great national buildings, which
will be handed on as going concernsg to
those who come after us. I know it is
no? a popular view, but I maintain it is
a mistake to say the only basis of borrow-
ing money should be that of population,
s0 much per head. One country with a
population of a muion may possess ten
times as much as another. The fact re-
mains that there are resources to be de-
veloped, and population is not the only
thing that has to do with eapital value.
A rich country like this, with great un-
developed resources, might be able to
borrow up to £100 per head, whereas
another might not be able to borrow
above £50 per head. We know that a
man who has 1,000 acres of greund can
berrow a thousand pounds at the bank,
possibly, whereas another may not be
»ble to borrow a thousand shillings. That
is the case, in a limited sense, with re-
gard to the indebtedness per head of the
people of a country. If it were absolu-
tely the case that borrowing power de-
rended upon population, China, Persia,
Ivdia, and other countries would be able
ta borrow hundred of millions; but we
krow perfectly well that they are not able
to obtain anything like the amount that
we.can pget, in proportion to population.
So there are, I repeat, other considerations
t» be taken into .account besides that of
population. My view of Western Aus-
tralia at the present time—and I am sure
also it is the view of the Premier—is that
the public works policy is finished for at
least six or seven years, except as regards
that one great work, the Coolgardie water
sclkeine, We have accomplished more
than any similar number of people in any
British colony, and we can safely say
that we have filled in the gkeleton and
put flesh on its ribs. What &
the position? I was siruck by an
argument used by the member for the
Murchison (Mr. Mitchell) that we have
one mile of railway to every 123 people
in the colony. The hon. member says
that is the world's record ; but look at it
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in this light: this great record is also an
argument in support of the contention
that we have overstepped the mark.

A Meuser: No.

Mr. MORAN: If there be one thing
that is going to make railways pay it is
the travelling ‘and industrial population,
and if you have a inile of railway for
every 125 people, you have a great many
iles too much, or else you have to stand
gtill and populate your lines of railways.
What is our condition in Western Aus-
tralin to-day! We have no hope of
getting o railway line between Norseman
anu Kalgoorlie, but we have n vast and
tremendous industry at the other end.
We shall hope to see not only 30,000
people being carried over our Eastern
Railway line, but, in ten years’ time,
300,000 people. Another thing is that
we have erected public buildings ready
Lo serve a population, in my opinion, of
a million.

A Meuper: No.

Mr. MORAN: I think so. I say the
one post-office we huve in every litue
agricultural centre down in the south
i« moing to be quite sufficient to serve
ten times the number of people.  The
whole country at the present time re
seinbles a huge skeleton. We have un-
doubtedly gone forth and built railway
lines connecting fertile and populous
parts with the wilderness. Now is the
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time to stand still for a social and im-

provement policy which will put the
people along those railway lines, filling
up: the small villages, and waking towns
of them. Therefere I say the time has
ceme when the policy of West Australia
shall be no longer one of preponderating
public works, but an industrial policy, a
policy of encouragement to agriculture
in every one of its possible spheres, and
an encouragement to manufactures if pos-
gible. I think the time has come for us
to face the great question whether we
are going to be a protectionist or free-
trade country. That is the point. 1
would ask the Committee, for one
moment, to consider the railway line from
Pertli to Alhany, Here we have 300 and
odd miles of railway absolutely through
the best parts of the colony, following the
Swan, up through the Avon valley, and
rcaching Guildford, Beverley, and Katan-
ning. That railway, in my opinion, :=
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competent to serve ten times the popula-
tion at present along its route.  We
know it would do so. Anyhow, the rail-
way is there, We may have to increast
cur railway rolling-stock, but the original
capital cost has been incurred.  That rail-
way line is, | say, going to do all that
is required for ten times the present popu
lation. What is our policy as a Yar
lisment! It is to see that those beautiful
fertile lands along our railway lines are
no longer locked up. That is what we
have to do in the future. We are to see
that men who hold the best Iand in the
colony shall sell it, cultivate it, or pay a
tax upon it. I was struck with some re-
marks made by the Premier the other
evening, when he said the time had come
or a betterment policy to be introduced
into this colony ; that is to say that lanl:
which are made accessible by our eail-
ways and increased in value should pay
some taxabion to the country for thut
betterment. It may be difficult to iniro-
duce the betterment policy, but ine colovy
holds a weapon which it can always use,
fo- we know that during the lasc sixty,
seventy, or eighty years splendid luna.
Lave been held along the Avon Valley
from Guildiord to Beverley, and alungs
the Southern Railway right to Jatanniag
and to Albany, and that many <f thesge
estates which have been made aceesible
anl been greatly incrensed in value ny
our railways hnve not been, and are not
yer, cultivated, and have never nail traa-
tion, but yet there they lie, increasing in
value, but totally unused; and T say 1t
is unfair to ask us to keep on running
railways at the expenmse ~f the preysid
pepulation, unless this Legislatace says
these lands shall be utilised and Le made
a henefit to the country.

Mr. Coxvor: You might as well say,
put an export duty on gold.

Mnr. MORAN: No; for one is the pro-
duct of an industry, and the other ir an
asset lying totally unused. I ghould like
to see the Government come down next
year with an announcement that ther
have heen able to clear from their Eati-
mates all these items of expenditure and
charges which are properly chargeable
azainst loan account. T am aware that,
in order to do this, the Premier will have
to borrow half a million more money, and
I sav it will be quite right to do so: for
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what is the good of blaming the Govern-
ment for the expenditure on public works
in past years, when every member of this
House, except only two or three, was with
the Government hand in hand, and the
colony was with them too, in supporting
that policy and carrying on that expendi-
ture. Indeed, the Government c¢ould
not go fast enough to satisfy all the elaim-
unts, for the country was erying out for
publiec works in many plages, and even
those parts of the colony which are mow
blaming the Government in some degree
for having spent more than they ought
to have spent were themselves azking day
and night for more and yet more expendi-
ture, and were complaining that the Gov-
ernment were not going fast enough to
aatisfy them. I say the Government
who have done so much for the develop-
ment of the country, and who have heen
supported in power especially by those
peonle who have to bear the brunt if any-
thing poes wrong in the colony, are justi-

fied in the expenditure which they have '

undertaken in these circumstances. The
Government have been, and are now, sup-
ported by the people who cannot leave
Western Australia, and are here for good
and all; and these are the people whe
have backed up the Government in the
past, and are supporting them in the pre
sent. We goldfields members represent
a population who cannot be said to take
the same rigks ag the old settlers in the
colony have taken, in supporting the pub-
lic works policy of the Government ; and
we know and must admit that, if the gold-
fields were to give out to-morrow, the
pooulation of those fields would vanish.
Therefore it is not for us, as representing
the goldfields, to blame the Government
at the present time for the policy of ex-
penditure which they have been carrying
on, but it is for us to help the Govern-
ment in the trouble which has undoubted-
Iy come upon them. The trouble may
be only temporary, as I believe it is; but
while there iz trouble, now is the time
for the friends of the Government to stick
by them and show their belief in the Gov-
ernment, show their thanks for what the
Government have done, and show their
gratitude for benefits received in the past,
by helping the Government over the stile
in their time of trouble.  The friends of
the Government, while advising them to
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refrain from borrowing except for the ad-
justment of the finances, and while cen-
suring them a little for some things that
may have been done, should stand by
them now and take their share of the re-
sponsibility in having supported the pub-
lic works policy which the Goverminent
have been carrying out, under so much
pressure brought to bear upon them by
the country and members of this House,
and we should now help them to bring the
ship of State to a balance once more.
The proper thing to do now is, not tu
endeavour to screw £2,900,000 of re-
venue out of the present. amall population
by muaintaining high taxation, but to put
every item of loan expenditure under its
proper head, and thereby bring the fin-
ances into a proper working condition.
If it be necessary to borrow, let us borrow
to clear the revenue from those charses
which ought properly to be transferred
to loan account; and let us be content
with raising a revenue of two millions a
year, and spending that amount on the
necessary administration of the country.
By taking this course, the Premier will
find that a revenue of two millions a year
is a princely income, and sufficient to
maintain the colony as a full going cun-
cetn. Te do this it will be necessary, of
course, to cut off those grants and votes
which have been given so liberally in the
past, for many purposes which were not
actually necessary. I do not admit that
population is the omly argument in bor-
rowing money ; but I do admit that we
have built up a huge skeleton system of
railway works, which have opened up the
country north, south, and eastward ; one
line of railway going te Bunbury, an-
other to Albany, another to Geraldion
and the Murchison, and one main line of
railway going to the eastern goldfields;
and now I say we should go in for social
and industrial legislation, such as will put
the people on the lands which these rail-
ways have opened up. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not try to pay off this deficit
of £186,000 in the current year, for T
hold that it i better to face the difficulty
at once by clearing the revenue of all
those items of expenditure which are pro-
perly chargeable to loan account, that it
is better we should borrow enough
to clear off these items, rather than that
the Government should come in next year
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and say, “We have not been able to pay
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off the deficit this year, and we come be- !

fore the House with an increased deficit.”
I seriously advise the Government to con-
sider whether it is better to come belore
the House next year with a bigger deficit,
or whether it is better at once to place the
revenue on a sound footing, and say that,
as a going concern, the colony can pay its
working expenses out of revenue, but thot
we cannot screw out of the population
more money for public worka, As to bor-
rowing for the purpose of clearing the
revenue in the way I have supgested, an
additional debt of half a million, or even
a million, will be- no great matter for
this colony, if we are going to stand still
in loan expenditure for some years to
come. If the Government do not borrow
for putting the revenue on a sound foot-
ing, then the financial papers will say, at
the end of this financial year, that
Western Australia had a deficit of nearly
£200,000 last year, and has now an in-
creased deficit of £300,000. I contend
that our proper course at present is to
charge to loan fund what is properly
chargeable to it; and te bring in a hal-
ance-gheet next year by which the Gov-
crnment will be able to show they have
raised a revenue of 24 millions, that their
expenditure has heen on the same scale,
and that they intend to go on in the fu-
ture raising a moderate amount of re-
venue without spending largely on public
works.  Having builé railways all over
the country, these must be regarded as
great national works which we leave to
posterity ; and if these railways pay their
way as a geing concern, letposterity pay
its share by having the capital expendi-
ture charged to loan account. 1 apree
with the member for Central Murchizon
(Mr. Illingworth), that it will be a bad
thing if we are to have a big deficit next
year; but T say we shall be getting =
princely revenue if we receive two mil-
lions of money within the year, and that
this amount will be ample to pay every
civil servant a good salary, to pay all ex-
penses of administration, to pay interest
on debt, to pay for the upkeep of our
nublic works, and to send this colony
along az a good going husiness and pay-
ing concern.  When we endeavour to pay
interest and working expenses and also

the capital cost of these great public !
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works, we are endeavouring o do too
much, These are my views of the Esti-
mates.  One or two things have come
under my notice, in the retrenchnient
which has been going on in the Public
Works Department, and I do not think
these cases have reached the ears of the
Minister. I do not think the best dis
cretion has been used by the under offi-
cers, in putting men off public works, for
I have seen where old servants have been
put off, particularly at Kalgoorlie, and
new men taken on who had not heen on
hefore. This is a bad policy, io my
opinion, and I took the trouble to authen-
ticate cases, and found that in several in-
stances old servants have been let go,
and absolutely new recruits taken on
This sort of thing does a lot of harm, for
you have sacked a civil servant who is
thrown out, and he talks about it, where-
as the new man who has been taken on
says nothing. If the older mem who
bave been thus displaced were doing their
work well, the new men ought mnot to
have been put in their places; and I
do hope that, in any future retrenchment,
care and judgment will be used to prevent
grievances of this kind. I hope also that
too much retrenchment will not be gone
on with. To reduce the salaries of men
below what will pay for the necessaries of
life will not do any good. We should
stop extra buildings where they are not
wanted, stop the Free-handed liberality
which has caused so much expenditure in
the past, and we should see that only ne-
cessary expenditure for actual require-
ments of administration should be carried
on in the future. That is where the
greatest retrenchment should take place
—not so much in turning men out of bil-
lets, nor in cutting down small salaries,
but the Government should not undertake
works which can well be spared, and in
purifying their Estimates they should
place on the shoulders of posterity those
charges which posterity could rightfully
bear. The present population would
thus rightly be relieved from charges
which have been made against revenue,
and the taxation should be sufficient to
pay the working expenses of Western
Australia as a going concern.

Mr VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die): I do not desire to pose in any de-
gree as an authority on finance, and T
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heve no desire to speak at great length
on the subject of the vote. I cannot
help adding my congratulations to the
member for Central Murchison (Mr. Il-
lingworth) on the very clear and excel-
tent exposition he gave of the financial
position in which the coleny finds itself,
after seven years of unexampled pros-
perity. We have not only an actual de-
ficit of nearly £200,000, but we find also
that, by reason- of certain stores being
taken into consideration as cash, in all
probebility that deficit is really larger

The PREMIER : Stores have always been
reckoned in the annual balance-sheet.

Mr. VOSPER: The fact remaine that
stores ean searcely be counted in a mat.
ter of that kind.

The PrEMIER: They were paic for in
cnsh, and are reckoned in the balance
sheet as representing cash.

Mz. VOSPER: Stores depreciate, and
it will not be contended that stores can
be converted into the same amount of
cash again.

THE CoMMISR10NER OF RaAlLways: They
represent that amount of cash.

Mgr. VOSPER: But if we reduce the
thing to the usual basis, it will be found
that the deficit is absolutely larger.

THe PrEMiER : We would not have the
stores there, if that were not the system
of account.

Mr. VOSPER: But I am stating the
actual cash position of the colony.

there, if we had not had the cash to pay
for them. A ‘merchant takes into con-
sideration his stock, when making up his
balance-sheet. .

Mp. VOSPER: But he would hardly
deal %ith it under revenue and expendi-
ture.

Trae PrEMIER : This is the balance-ghee
of the colony. :

Me. VOSPER : I say the credit is, to a
vary great extent, a fictitious one; for if
there were a forced sale of these assets,
we ¢ould not realise the amount that is
placed against them in the account, nor
could we ever realise anything like the
amount, because not only has there been
depreciation in the value of stock itself,
but it is not convertible into coin again,
and what is not convertible into coin can
hardly be counted as cash.

Tre PreEmier : We use it.
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Mzr. VOSPER: Yes; you use it, but it
is money expended ; and T do not think 1t
is fair to credit the country with that
form of asset,

Tur Premizr : What would you do with
it—give no credit for it at alll

Mr. VOSPER.: 1 certainly would give
credit for it, but not in that particular
Then, in addition to tha-
there is the fact, as outlined here by ti e
member for Albany (Mr. Leake), that otr
borrowing powers for the next two year-
to come are likely to be entirely absorbed
in paying off the linbilities incurred in
respect of the Treasury bills current.
The power of taxation, as we have aeen,
the Government have already exhausted :
they have already raised more revenue by
far tham they can ever expect to get
again ; and, by reason of the decreasing
population, the force of taxation which
they have exerted in the past they will
not be able to exert in the future. T
think the outlook is anything but a cheer-

" fulione; and, although I should be glad

to join in the cheerful optimism of the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans),

. vet any man who could take the same

view as he does must be either blessed

" with a peculiarly cheerful and hopeful dis-
' position, or must be capable of entirely
' ignoring the salient facts of the situation.

We have a deficit, and there is the pro-

- hability of a still larger deficit next yenr ;

" there is the fact that the country is heavily
Tre PreEmiEr : The stores would not be -

inn debt, and that its borrowing power is
practically mortgaged to meet those olr
ligntions to which I have referred ; there
is also the fact that the financial depres-
sion and eommercial distress which exist
throughout the colony have occurred at
the end of seven years of unexampled
prosperity. In other words, after going
through the seven fat kine of Pharaoh,
the Government are landed in the midst
of the famine, and we have not even the
soven lean ones to fall back on.

Tue Preamier: (ive us the reasons for

- this.

Mr. VOSPER: I do not pretend to be
n sufficient authority on finance to state
the reason; but I do say there must be
something radically wrong about the ad:
ministration which, having an unrivalled
opportunity of placing the country on a
sound financial basis permanently, has
landed uA in such a mess after such an op-



2286  Aanual Estimates:
portunity. We have had gold going oui
of the colony, people flowing inte it, our
revenue has been larger, and opportuni-
ties of making money have been greater,
than have ever been presented before ;
and what is theresult? All the prosperity
of the boom has completely vamshed, and
the country is now probably in a more de-
pressed condition, in proportion to its
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population, than it has ever been in be- -

fore. I do not think there is much to be
cheerful about. I do not deny that the
resources of the colony are good; but
still it seems to me there is a very definite
limit to our means of developing these re-
sources. Our population is small, and
shows no signs of increasing ; and, unless
we get an increase of our population, we
cannot develop these resources as rapidly
as we might like; and it is therefore
futile to talk of the great resources of
the colony, because undeveloped resources
are, for present purposes at least, prac-
tically worthless. They must be counted
as worthless, because they cannot ba ex-
ploited. They may take 100 years to
exploif ; and that will not do the present
generation much good.

Mr. Moreaws: But resources which
you can exploit in a year, or in two
years, are worth noticing.

Mr. VOSPER: Undoubtedly they
are ; but they do not affect the account
much; and T do mnot think such re-
sources are capable of lifting us out of
the slough into which we have fallen.
What occurs to my untutored mind, on
thinking of this problem, is: what is
the reason why we have got into this
tangle, after the unlimited oppertunity
we have had of developing those re-
sources and of helping the country to
become rich?

Tae Premier: What tangle?

Mg, VOSPER: The financial tangle.
The right hon. gentleman admits thm
there is n deficit.

Tre Premier: That is the tangle?

Mr. VOSPER: The deficit alone is
not the tangle ; but the right hon. gentle-
man has to admit the deficit, also the ahan-
donment of his works policy ; and he has
to admit, further, that his borrowing
powers are exhausted for the mext twn
years by his present obligations. What
more does he want to constitute a
tangle?
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Tre Prewier: We are carrying on a
great work.

Mr. VOSPER: I admit that; but, at
the same time, there is the fact that
you have used your borrowing powerr
to a large extent, not for that work vut
for works which you have accomplished
in the past, and which you have tempo-
rarily paid for with Treasury bills to be¢
redeemed at comparatively early dates
I cannot see what that state of affairs
can fairly be called, if it is not a tangle.
The member for Coolgardie (Mr. AMor-
gans) said it was too much to ask the
Government to ncourately estimate the
revenue returns. _Well, if that be the
case, what is the use of Governments?
What is the office of the Colonial Tren-
surer intended for, if the Estimates be
not accurate, and if the Government are

- incapable of furnishing accurate Esti-

mates !

Mr. Moreans: No Government has
hen able to do it yet.

Mr. VOSPER: But some Govern-
ments can approach within an apprexi-
mation of accuracy : yet we have had in
this House the peculiar spectacle of the
Trensurer continually under-estimating
his revenue when large, and over-eeti-
mating it when it became smaller ;
while the member for Central Murchi-
son (Mr. Illingworth) has been fortu-
nate enough to estimate it very accu-
rately indeed from year to year,

Tue Premigr: No.

Mn. VOSPER: On comparing the
Premier’s Financial Statements as deli-
vered in this House, in the past volumes

_of Hanserd, with those of the member

for Centrnl Murchison, we shall find
that the bon. member has been much
nearer accuracy than the Premier and
Treasurer,

Tne Preaier: He is a great financier,
ne doubt

Mx. VOSPER: I do not care whether
lie is great or small: the one fact thar
appenls to me is that he is correct,
whereas the Trensurer is very frequently
incorrect.

Mr. DouertY:
prophets.

Mg. VOSPER: I believe in the profits,
and the losses also; and we have had a
great deal of experience of lnsser under
the present Ministry. If the Government

You believe in the
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are incapable of accurately estimating
these returns, then I contend that we are
1L a very awkward position indeed ; and
that the Government, who find they are
incapable of estimating these returns
accurately, and who land us into a mess
of this kind, should be compelled, and
would in any other country be compelled,
to give way to those who would do the
work better.  Of course the people of
this. colony may not insist on this, but
there is a possibility that they may insist ;
and I defy any combination of men which
could be produced in this country to do
worse with the finances than the Govern-
menw have done during the last seven or
eight years. We are told by the member

for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) that the .

English capitalists have been withdraw-
ity their capital I do not helieve that
to be strictly correct. T do not think
they have done so, or that they have had
the opportunity of doing so. A preat
mrany of them have lost their capital, but
very few have had an opportunity of com-
pletely withdrawing it. 1 am dealing
with the hon. member’s speech from notes
1 made from the report of it, and I find
he attributes the loss of this capital to
certain working mem on the goldfields
who howled for their rights.

Mzr. Moreaxs: Ne,

Mr. VOSPER: I am quoting from the
report in the West Australian.

MR. Moreans: I did net say so.

Mz. VOSPER : T donot think there has
aclually been any great withdrawal of
copital. Thefact of the matter is that there
was a vast amount of paper capital during
the boom time poured into this country ;
and now we have simply come down to a
mnore normal system of development. Ido
nat think that is n very bad sign ; T think
it is rather a good one; but I think it is
n mistake to assert that the English capi-
talists have withdrawn their eapital from
the country. Again, it was asserted Ly
the same hon. member that the dividends
now heing paid represent about 3 per
cent. on that capital. T do not think that
nceurate.

Mr. Morcaxs: Quite accurate.

Mr. VOSPER: I do not think =0 ; he-
cause it is almost impossible to arrive at
the amount of capital which has been in-
vested.
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Mg. Moreans: Sizteen and a half mil-
lLioas.

Mr. VOSPER: That
capital?

Mr, Moraans: No; actual cash.

Mgr. VOSPER: If that is the case, I
should be very much inclined to challenge
the figures, because I do not know any
authority from which such figures can be
gleaned.

Mr. Moroans:
were not quoted.

Mr. VOSPER: We know that a cer-
tain amount of capital comes in on the
fictation of a eompany. Oune company is
floated with a capital of £250,000,
another for this sum, and another for
that ; and we know that the amount of
capital actually received is below the
nominal amount. .

MR. Morcans: I am taking the cash
capital.

Mr. VOSPER: And you reckon that at
3 per cent.? I think that the cash capi-
tal in thiz instance is somewhat over-
estimated.

Mz, luuxewortH: That is the cash
capital which came here,

Mg, Moreans: I am speaking alout
the actual capital that eame into this
country in machinery, and money spent
in this country.

Mr. VOSPER: If you includz mmnhi-
rery, I think that renders the figuiee
more unreliable. In any case, T thmk
that, when we come to conud v the actual
amount of capital spent, or judiewu-ly
spent, in this country, we +ha!l tind that
the percentage has been higher than 3
ner cent. And I do not agie- wirk 1he
hon. member on two other peints. 1 do
ro* agree with his statemen: that the
panacea for all the evils which afflict the
grldfields population would he the Crei
gardie water scheme. I have supported
the water scheme in the past and irtewl
tee continue to support .t think the
uovernment have gone too far tc with-
draw-—that the hest thing k=v cauld de-
in the intersets of the coun'ry ig ta rush
cn these water works as rapidly as pos-
sible ; but T do not think ihat this work
will solve all the didiculties anl rewove
ali the evils with which the golétields
population is at present afficted.

Mz. Moreans: It will solve most of
them.

includes paper

True; the authorities
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Mg. VOSPER: But the hon. member | the London Standurd, with referenceto

is reported—I do net speak of the Press | that

report, but of the authority to which we

principality, and suggested tnat

- the paper should be suppressed. The

all ook as being the reliable record of -
the proceedings of this House—as having -

declared that this scheme was a panacea
for all the evils with which the goldfields
ar2 afflicted I do not think that is so.
In spite of the fact that we shall have
water there at a cheaper rate than that
at which it is at present procurable, until
we succeed in altering the incidence of
taxation as it affects the goldfields, the
goldfields population will be ill-treated
and discontented. We require to de some-
- thing more to induce the goldfields people
to bring their families to the colony. As
Iong as we take £16 per annum from our
population, T believe the result will he
fo keep.down the number of persons
actually living on the fields. I think no
ore can afford to disregard the warnings
given by the Feonomist and the
Times. Of course the hon. member
(Mr. Morgans) has declared—I suppose
on some very obscure authority, equally
as unreliable as that he quoted with re-
gard to the withdrawal of English capi-
tal—that Mr. Bargigli, the French engi-
neer who was recently in this colony,
inspired the article in the Times warn-
ine this colony against the result of its
present financial policy.

Mr. Moroans: He
somebody else.

Mr. VOSPER : Well, then, Mr. Bar-
gigli did us rather a good turn than
otherwise ; hecause it cannot be termed
anything more than a friendly warning.

Mnr. Moreans: It was most pre-
sumptuous,

Mer. VOSPER: I do not thiok it was
presumptuous in the slightest degree,
when we consider that the Times takes
upon itgelf to advise principalities and
powers, and that its opinions often have
more effect with the capitalists of
Europe than the utferances of states
men ; and I think it was condescending
of the Times to give such a warning. A
great London newspaper is perhaps of
ar much importance in the world as
even the colony of Western Australia.
T remember an instance, some time ago,
when one of the Balkan States com-
plained to the Court of St. James about

did it through

apswer sent back by the Foreign
(iffice waa to the effect that this course
cculd not be taken; but the Stendard
came out with an article on the subject,
and pointed out that its revenue alone
was greater than that of the principa-
lity which complained. I think we
ought really to take into consideration
the solemn warning we have received
from ope of the greatest newspapers of
the world ; and, as regnrds Mr. Bargigli,
I think it is over-estimating that gentle-
man a great deal to imagine that he
could inspire the article in question.

Me. Moroaws: I did not say that he
ingpired it. He got it in through some-
body elge.

Mr. VOSPER: T doubt very much
whether such a person as Mr. Bargigli
would find even the staffi of the Trmes
so accessible as the hon. member sup-
poses. From whal I know of the
Times and other London newspapers, I
think it would be extremely difficult for
a company-promoter like Mr. Bargigli
to get a hearing from the Times at all.
I refuse to believe that the T'imes, in
criticising this colony as it did,
wag actuated in the slightest degree
by the statements made by Mr. Bar-
gigli or any other persons. I do not be-
lieve that Mr. Bargigli had anything to
do with if. I look upon it as a solemn
warning to the Forrest Ministry, and to
this colony, to turn From the error of
their ways. It is not the only warning
we have had. 'We have seen, with re-
gard to lecal loans, what a deplorable
position of affairs exists. I am mnot
going to refer to what took place in re-
lation to a suburban municipality
(Leederville), but even that was serious.
I believe if that municipality had made
an endeavour to obtain that loan of
£7,500 two years ago, the amount
would have been subscribed. But now
there i scarcely an application for the
municipal bonds. To-day we have still
more startling information. It iz a
matter of common notoriety that a few
davs ago the municipality of Perth went
upon the market for £80,600. The re-
gult haa been made known, £47,000

some articles that appeared, I think, in | has been applied for out of £80,000.
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The terms forbid the council to accept
any offer below par, and there was only
£26,500 tendered at par, or slightly
-above it. The remmning £20,500 is
below par, and therefore the tenders
cannot be accepted. A very remark-
able fact ahout it is this, that out of
£26,500 aceeptable, £20,000 came from
the Government Savings Bank: conse-
quently the total public subscription is
£6,500. There is £6,500 offered for
£30.000’s worth of bonds, yet there are
members in this House who say that the
depression is a myth, that the colony
is in a flourishing, happy, bealthy go-
nhead condition, and that we have no-
thing to be afraid of. This is the posi-
tion of our public credit after seven
vears of unexampled prosperity. It
does not require a financier to see there
in something wrong about this. It does
not need a man to be skilled in figures,
nor & man to understand national fin-
ance; for the figures are written so
large that it is impossible for anyone to
look at the results of seven or eight
years of the Forrest administration
without being seriously prieved as to
the present, and still more seriously
alarmed for the future. There is no oc-
cagion for optimism. The only thing
is, we know our assets are rich, but we
also know that at the present time they
are unrealisable. Tt seems to me we
have been wantonly extravagant in the
past, that our finances have not been con-
ducted on really sound principles, and that
we require abler leadership than we have
Leen nccustomed te obtain to get us out
of the difficulty in the future.

Mu. SOLOMON (South Fremantle): Tt
is not my intention to say anything about
the Estimates, because most of these mat-
ters have been discussed at different
times. I would like to congratulate the
member for Central Murchison (Mr. T-
lineworth) on the manner in which he
placed the financial condition of the
eolony before this House.  Althouph the
vondition is one that we may he sorry for,
and one which. at the commencement of
the vear, we did not expect, yet it may
be n lesson. not only to the Government,
hut to this House, in passing many of the
important public works. The finaneial
position of the colony indicating a deficit
of £186,000 certainly shows that for
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some reagon or other there has been a
ereat falline off, and T trust every mem-
ber will help the Government to place the
colony in a more healthy eondition. To
adopt a course of opposition at the pre-
sent crisis would, I think, be suvicidal.
It would not help the colony out of the
trouble, but would be more likely to place
it in fturther difficulties at the end of the
year. There are one or two matters to
which possibly attention might be called
in regard to the reduction and retrench-
ment which have taken place. The Gov-
ernment made a serious mistake. If
they found, at the beginning of the year,
their assets were not likely to come up to
the responsibilities they were likely to in-
cnr, then was the time to commence the
retrenchment. 1 know these retrench-
ments have created a good deal of feeling
and misery in all the towns. The fact
of people going away is not an unmixed
evil. Those who remain here may have
constant work, and in that way it will be
good for us, though we must deeply de-
plore any very large decrease of popula-
tion. I cannot think the Coolgardie
water scheme has had anything whatever
to do with this matter of the deficiency.
No doubt the colony has been leoked upon
for some time past as being in & sound
position ; and it is only within the last
year—and I say it confidently—that the
position or credit of the colony has in
any way gone back. T am sorry to hear
with regard to the municipal loan that it
has been a failure, and ¢his possibly shows
the difference of feeling with regard to
the colony which has been brought about
during the lest year. Only last year, a
loan at 4 per cent. for <£35,000 was
flonted by the Fremantle municipality at
a premium of 25 6d. T teke it the de-
pression is only temporary. I believe
that hefore the end of next year there will
be a great improvement, althoush we
may still heve a slight deficiency. There
ia 30 much confidence, and the people re-
maining here are so willing to lend a help-
ing hand in every direction, that I think
they will pull through and place the
colony in a proper finencial position. I
have no more to say on this matter, be-
cause it is searcely right to do s0. We
have been a party to all this. We have
been willing at all times to push the
colony ahead, and meet the ¢lamour of
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almost every part of Western Australia
with regard to public works. If the ma-
jority of this House had set their faces
against public works when they were pro-
posed, and had said “no,” of course the
Government would not have gone on with
them : so that we, to a great extent, are
to blame in the matter. So far as I am
concerned, I shall give the Government
every assistance in my power. No doubt
those on this (the Opposition} side of the
House, may speak harghly at times, but
I feel sure that every member in the As-
gsembly has the good of the colony at
heart, and will do all he possibly can to
try and push it rhead.

At 6.27 p.m. the Crmarvan left the
chair.

At 7.30 the CHarMAN resumed the
chair,

Mgr. WILSOXN (Canning): In referring
to the budget of 1898-9, T wish it to be
clearly understood by hon. members that,
50 far as my remarks are concerned, I do
not wigh to infer for a moment that I am
at all disheartened with regard to the
future of Western Australia. Far from
it. T believe in the country of my adop-
tion ; I believe in her resources; and I
think there is not a country that iz de-
stined to teke a more important position
among Australasian colonies. At the
same time, it is open to every member of
this House, and not only tec members but
to every commercial man in the eommu-
r.ity, to criticise the position of the Gov-
ermment, and to ¢riticise the administra-
tior. of the Forrest Ministry in carrying
on the affairs of the country: and
alihough we mav criticise the administra-
tian adverselv. it does not follow that we
have lost faith in our country. T hope
that any remarks I have to make will
not be taken in A personal application ;
and when T criticise some of those re-
marke made by the Premier in his Finan-
cial Statement, T trust T shall not be
credited with making a personal attack
upon him. T am eriticising to the hest of
my ability the administration of the
effairs of the country, and in doing that
T consider I am only doing a dutv which
is expected of me bv the neople of the
country, T was struck with one circum-
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slance ; and perhaps the Premier will tell
me why it is that his budget speech has
not been issued in pamphlet form this
year, ag we know has been his invariable
curtom since responsible Government was
granted to Western Australia. It was
always the regular thing that hon. meni-
bers should have the budget speech
placed before them in a pamphlet within
a few days after it was delivered; and T
think that custom might well have been
carried out this year, as in years gone
by.

The Preymier: The speech is reported
in Hunsard.

Mr. WILSON: I am wondering why
we did not get the pamphlet this year.

Twue Premier: The speech in Hansird
is exactly the same.

Mgr. WILSON: It struck me that per-
haps the tale which the Premier unfolded
to us in that speech was not of the rosy
kind which we had been in the habit of
listening to in years gone by, or that per-
haps it was that the Treasury was in such
an impoverished condition that it would
not bear the expense of publishing a
pamphlet.

Tae Premier: The speech has been
printed and distributed throughout the
world.

Mr. WILSON: Then it is a pity that
we did not get pamphlet copies supplied
to us. When I listened to the speech of
the right hon. gentleman, I could not heln
thinking that he had not the buovancy
of manner which we had been accustomed
to sees when delivering his budeet
sneeches, and that he seemed not to have
that confidence in himself and in his abi-
lity to steer the gaod shin of Western
Australin through the difficulties which
loomed ahead. When anvone makes
n statement of that deseription, and doex
not appear to have the confidence which
we expect from the lender of the Gavern-
ment, it is a matter of resret, hecansg it
seems to show that, no matter how we
may try to holster up ourselves in the
ovinion that evervthing is all right. vet
we have a certain feeling that we must
exercise areater caution. and must watch
our ways and see that we do not
overstep the bounde of nrudence. Th
deal with some of the remarks, I mav sav
admissinpe. in that budeet sneach. tha
vicht hon. gentleman mentioned that, in
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his opinion, the Government had spent
more than they should have done. He
made that admission not onee, but half a
lozen times in the course of his speech.
He went on to say that the Estimates for
-ailways were far too high for one year,
wmd he had no hesitation in saying the
spending departments of the Ministerial
‘amily had mnde their estimates far too
arge, and consequently the expenditure
vas far too great in ome year, in his
ypinion.

: T%E Premigr : ‘Not railways, but works,
said.

Mr, WILSON: If the Premier will re-
‘er to his speech, he will find that he men-
doned the railwvays. He went on to
leplore that the Medical vote had in-
rreased in a way that was not wholly
justified. He attacked the hospitals,
ind said we had too many hospitals, that
n fact we were too hospitable ; that the
rote for hospitals had increased in a way
1e could not understand, and that if the
wople would not support the hogpitals,
hey must be shut up, because the Gov-
rrnment could not afford to carrv them
m any Jonger. He referred more espe-
sinlly to the Day Dawn and Cue hospi-
als, and he made a serious charge.

Tae Paexier: Day Dawn. not Cue.

Mz, WILSON: He made a serious
‘harge against these hoapitals, for he said
hey were being carried on simply for the
wurpose of giving employment to doctors
ind secretaries, or for the sake of the ex-
enditure of Government money in those
listricts.

Tre Premigr : You are quoting exactly.
e youl

Mgr. WILSON: I think I am. T have
nken notes of what you said, and thouch
. may be wrong in & word, [ think the
neaning is there.

Tre PremiER : It is just as well to be ac-
urate.

Mr. WILSON: T am accurate. The
>remier went on to admit that, in his
rpinion, all the Government departments
wad grown too 'big, and said the expendi-
ure from revenue on werks and buildings
ast year was an amount that was alto-
rether too great; and lastly, in referring
o finance, he said it was our first duty to
eclaim the credit of the colony. Now,
urely thaf list of admissions which T have
ust referred to from the mouth of the
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Premier is an indictment which is encugh,
I was about to say, to almost wreck any
Ministry—an sadmission that everything
has gone wrong; that the Government
have spent too much money; that they
have over-estimated their revenue; that
they have allowed their hospitals to spend
such large sums of money that they can-
not now afford to uphold them ; and that

- the first duty of the country is to reclaim

the colony’s lost credit.

Tre PresiEr : Are you going to stick
to the word “reclaim,” too?

Mr. WILSON: I took the word “re-
claim” down at the time, and if you wish
to disown it——o

Tue Preuter : 1 have the Hansard re-
port ; and the word I used was “ftnaintain,”
which T can shew you if you like.

Mzr. WILSON: I do not object to the
explanation. If you do not wish to own
the word:

Tne Presren : I never said it.

Mr. WILSON : I will say it, then, that
our first duty, and I say it without hesita-
tion, is to “reclaim” the credit of Western
Australia, which the right hon. gentfeman
and his Ministry have lost for the time
being ; and to support that statement I
could quote authorities which have been
mentioned in this House before ; and it i=
unfortunate that one cannot help repeat-
ing statements already made, when a dis-
cuasion of this sort hangs over for three
or four weeks, as has been the case with
this budget speech. T have here “The
Loan Fisaco,” an extract from the Aforn-
ing Herald, quoting one or two well-
known papers in London. The Morning
Herdld says: —

The London market was tired of the repeated

applications of this colony for money. Other
explanations of the failure may be ingenious,
but they are altogether valueless.
Referring to the excuses which were
made in this House—the excuses for the
non-success of our loan Aotation—the ex-
cuse brought forward at that time, I think,
was the Spanish-American war. It was
that event which was upsetting our credit :
but the Iforning Hera.d says here that
those excuses are valueless ; and it quotes
the Gl&be, which is a friendly critic, by the
way. The Globe says:—

There is abundance of money, and a likeli-
hood of such continuing ; but there is no reason
wihv the British public should assist the colo-
nies in over-berrowing. As we bave pointed
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out more than once, the Austrelian colonies
are doing themselves an irreparable injury by
their excessive borrowing.  This is the case in
o nutshell.

The Financial Times also, in commenting
on the rubject, said: —

Wa are not sorry for the result, especially if
it helps to convince the Western Australian
Government that it iz pushing on a little too
fast with its borrowing operations. The in-
guguration of a self-relying, non-borrowing
policy has been begun compulsorily. It is to
be hoped that it will be continued voluntarily.
1 have other authoritiess The Feonomist
has been quoted already.  Referring, I
think, to the Coolgardie water scheme, it
hoped “that this scheme would be
abandoned,” and it said that if the Gov-
ernment decided to go on with the Cool-
gardie water scheme, the credit of the
colony, the financial soundoess of the
colony, would be seriously impaired. I
need not quote further authorities on this
matter. It appears to me that it is be-
yond dispute ; and we are acting most ab-
surdly if we persist in closing our eyes to
the warnings of these financial autherities
in London, the place where we have to go
for our money, the only place where
we can raise the money which is to carry
on the huge works we are pledged to. If
we close our eyes to these warnings, we can
hope for nothing else but disaster. As 1
said before, the colony of Western Aus-
tralia is all right. No hon. member in
this House, and no person out of it, will
say anything to the contrary. The coun-
try is richt : hut we maintain that the
Administration is wrong. Individuale in
Western Australia have done their duty
in the past. I think I am fairly justified
in congratulating the commercial men of
the colony on their enterprise, for the
faith which they have shewn in their
undertakings in this country. They cer-
tainly have done their best to open up
and develop the country; ard 1 believe,
if they had been given greater sway, we
would not have had the cloud of retrench-
ment hanging over us, which the right
hon. gentleman admitted in his speech
undoubtedly existed in Western Australia.

Twe Prewter: I do not think I said
as much about it as you said.
like you to quote me.

(ASSEMBLY.]

T should -

Mz, WILSON : ¥f you will turn upthe

apeech, you will find what you have
said. [ quote the right han. gentleman
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from memory,; and he said it was beyonc
doubt that, for gome time past, the com
mercial community had been suffering
from a depression. I think these wer
his exact words. Whatever I may sm
will not alter the fact. The hon. gentle
man gets up and says we never bad sucl
golden times before unmtil this budge
speech. He says we have never been i
such a prosperous position. But he i
not connected with: commerce; he ha
not to earn his living outside, in the
open market, in pompetition witl
others, as we have to do; and therefor:
he does not know that the commercia
community of this colony is depressed
He cannot know it. No one can ex
pect him to know it as business mer
know it, and feel it. When we go
our offices in the morning, we know tha
there is gomething wrong. We do nol
require to he told of it. We know very
well whether our buginess is flourishing
We know intuitively whether the mar
ket i3 pood or bad, and we can tell thai
our trade has fallen off in the past si:
months to less than one half of what 1
was 12 or 18 months ago. What is the
good of shutting our eyes to the posi
tion? I am not crying. T am nol
whining.

Tre PrEyvier: Oh, no!

Mr. WILSON: T say, ke commercia
community of Western Australinare quits
able to hold their own with any other pari
of the world, and thev are quite pre
pared to face any ordinary and usua
depression in trade. You will have yow
depressions, As the tide flows anc
ebhs. so will your commerce flow anc
ehb—that is, you will have your times
of depression and your times of prospe
rity. But we are not prepared to hawe
that position accentuated by over-specu
lation, Tty mal-administration on the
part of the Government, without raising
our voices in protest, and trving to puf
a stop to it. OF course we kpow in pri
vate walks of life, in business ecircles
that manv men have gone too fast here
Many have géne too slow also, ang bott
classes of neople have suffered in conse
quence, But you mnst remember thai
these pedple are dealine with their owr
monev ; at any rate, they are dealing
with their own credit: and. if thes
chonse to speculate, they must suffer the
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consequence, whichever way
But is the Government justified in specu-
lating with the public moneys ?
decidedly not. When it comes to specu-
lating by any administration, then I
say it ig time to put a stop to it. No
Government has a right to take the pub-
lic funds of the community, and to enter
into commercial undertakings which
may prove disastrous to that commu-
nity. It appears to me, Sir, that a
pood deal of what we are suffering from
at the present time—and I hope I speak
from conviction, and not from a per-
sona! motive at all; and I think the
Premier himself will give me credit for
this—it appears to me that the ills we
are suffering from just now, small
though they may appear to the right
hon. gentleman, have to a very great ex-
tent been caused by this speculative
spirit which. has actuated the Govern-
ment. I go further; I say that as pri-
vate individvals caught the gold and
boom fever two or three years ago in
Western Auastralia, so the Forrest Minis-
try alse caught that boom fever. I say
that they launched into such a lavish
expenditure on public works, they
launched into such great extravagance,
and I will go further and say wasteful-
ness of public moneys, in camrying out
these works, that it has brought us into
the condition we are in to-night, which
is, that we—a small population of about
170,000—eannot do with less than a re-
venue of three millions of money. That
is the position, as the Premier has told
us: we cannot do with less revenue. He
has tried to cut down his expenditure to
meet what he considers will be the actual
income, and he has failed to do it suffi-
ciently. He comes here and tells us we
cannot do with less than £2,900,000,
which he has estimated to receive. Why,
Sir, we have carried on the business of
this country in a style which would be
perhaps almost exttavagani for a popu-
lation five times as large as that of this
colony. I could not help being struck
with a statement made, after the Pre-
mier had gone on making all these ad-
missions I have quoted—making ad-
migsions of incompetency on the part of
hia several departments—I could not
help being struck with the statement,
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True Premier: I did not say anything
! about incompetency.
Mr. WILSON: 1 said that.
I your admissions proved that.
Tue Premrer : 1 thought you said, “ad-
missions of incompetency.”

Mgr. WILSON: I think you were not
in the House when I quoted you. I
could not help being struck by the chal-
lenge which he threw out, that no ome
could gather from his statements that
there was no cloud on the horizon. After
admitting that we had gone too fast, that
we had spent too much money, that we
had practically exhausted the credit of the
country ; then he says, we cannot point
t+ a cloud on the horizon: he cannot see
any cloud, and we cannot gather it from
his statements. Well, I do not wish to
be pessimistic; and, as I have said be-
fore, I am simply criticising these re-
marks, I hope, for the good of the coun-
try; and I say that, not only have we a
cioud on the horizon, but in the ¢commer-
c18l community at the present time the
sky is somewhat overcast. We have,
first of all, this defieit of £186,000 in our
last year's revenue ; we have the admitted
cessation of the influx of foreign capital
for the time being ; we have the impaired
credit of the country, which is also ad-
mitted ; we have a falling off in the anti-
cipated increase of ocur population; and
we have a large number of unemployed
in our midat at the present time, as ovi-
denced by the crowds of men seeking em-
ployment at the gates of every factory
in the colony every morning in the week.
And at last we have, I 'am sorry to say,
what has been pointed out time afier
time by members on this (the Opposition)
side of the House, and might have been
anticipated years ago, the huge army of
discharged civil servants to cope with. I
wili go further and say that ancther
cloud is, in my opinion, the larpely over
estimated revenue of the year 1898-9. Of
course we are sorry that we should have
to make statements of this sort, and that
we ghould have practically, to back them
up by arguments. But I assert fearlessly
that it is better for us to thrash the thing
out in its entirety, and to look at from
every standpoint—from the pessimistic
side, if you like to call it 80, as well as the
optimistic side. Let us, T say, look at it

I said

with the daring challenge he threw out. | from every point of view, and then, per-
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haps, we may, OY our combined intellig-
ence, be able to guide the ship of State so
safely that we will surely overcome the
difficulties standing in our way at the pre-
sent time. Of course the Premier will say
that I am decrying the country, and that
I am unpatriotic; but I disclaim it. I
would like simply to quote from one or

wwo speeches made in this House last year,

to show that the Premier was warned be-
yeud doubt what would be the result if
be went on in the course he was pursuing
#1 that time.
Central Murchison (Mr. Ilingworth) in
d.scussing the budget of last year stated
distinctly that we should) very shortly
overrun the comstable. The leader of
the Opposition also, in debating the
apnual Estimates, made use of that re-
wark.  He said, referring to the large
amount of loan moneys which it was pro-

posed to raise, and expend in this coun- |

try, “If we are not careful we will over-
run the constable.” The member for
Central Murchison warned the right hoa.
gentleman in these words, “I make this
slutement on these figures, and I say the
Govermment are going on the straight
way to a ‘black Wednesday’”.  Every
member of the House remembers the
“Llack Wednesday” which teok place in
Victoria. They remember the distress
which ensued, and the Premier was
warned last year that he was fast driving
this State to a “black Wednesday” in
Western Australia. We have reached
thic “black Wednesday” to some extent,
when we find that 413 civil servants, T
take it, have been dispensed with, or
will be dispensed with at the end of the
year. Surely it is a serious matter, and
one deserving of all the experience and
consideration that members can bring to
bear upon it. There was another quota-
tion with respect to the revenue of the
country. Referring to a statement made
by the member for Central Murchison
that the revenue would not be reached,
the Premier said :

The hon. member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Ilingworth) seemed to think that the Govern-
ment will bave, at the end of the year, a
deficiency. I do not think we shall. We
shall watch how we are going on, and if the
revenue does not come up to our expectations
we shall curtail the expenditure. I do nob
think it is desirable to have a deficiency, but
supposing we had a deficiency of, say, £200,000
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I think the member for
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! in a revenue of two millions and a half, I d
not think that would be a serious matter: w
could pay it off the next year. But it is no
advisable to have a deficiency. We have neve
had any deficiency yet, and the object of the
Government will be to prevent anything o
the sort.
That proves conclusively my argumen
that the right hon. gentleman was warnex
of the road that he was going. The mem
ber for Central Murchison clearly pointe
out to him that we might expect a de
ficiency in the year’s revenue of £200,000
That has come about. The deficiency i
. there, gtaring him in the face, The mem
ber for Geraldton (Mr. Simpeon) warne:
the Premier last year that we were on th
| verge of an unemployed difficulty. Tha
aleo has come about. The rght hon
gentleman was also warned by other mem
l bers, myself included, that the countr
could not employ the large army of civi
strvants which we had in the differen
departments, something like 8,000. H
was further warned that the populatio
could not stand the increased estimate o
revenue which the Government reckone
to receive. It appears to me that o
notice has been taken of these repeate
warnings. For what do we find? Instea
of the expenditure being cut down, whe
they found that their revenue was no
coming up to expectations, we find tha
the whole of the revenue, as estimated
has been expended with the exception ol
I think, some £60,000 or £70,000 ; so yor
seo that in relying upon a promise whicl
the Premier made last year, that if the
did not find their revenue come up t
their estimate, they would cut down th
expenditure, the House was actually mis
led—I do not say wilfully, but misled—
into passing the Estimates on that promise
which has not been carried out. Th
borrow and spend policy has been con
tinued. The ¥orrest Ministry started wit
that. They have had a very fair innings
They have gone on for seven years, I be
lieve, on the principle of grasping all the
possibly could. If there was a big under
. taking in this country out of which pos
sibly & profit might appear on paper, the
the Government wanted that to them
selves. If there is a scheme such as th
Coolgardie water scheme, they wii not ag
mit private enterprige into it, but the
wan{ that also. They grasp at the whol
lot, and they are going to end by gettin
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nothing. The only thing about the bud-
get speech that struck me as somewhat
humourcus, was the fact that the Premier,
with his usual faith in his good luck, was
looking for sométhing to turn up which
would set him on his feet again, the same
as took place when he plunged into the
Southern Cross railway. Fortunate cir-
eumstances discovered Coolgardie, and of
vourse it was all right. He said here that
if they had obtained the revenue, of course
we would have been all right, and on the
night when he delivered that speech, he
said he thought he would be able to an-
nounce that the Golden Sickle Nugget had
been discovered. He hoped to be able to
announce something sensational, which
would turn the ebb tide into the flowing
tide once more. If we are going to pledge
the credit of the colony, and depend upon
discoveries in our goldfields, and upon
things turning out right when men of
ordinary commercial acumen cannot see
through it, heaven help the country.
Without wearying this House, or wishing
to repeat the figures which the member
for Centra! Murchison so clearly placed
before us, doing so with much better effect
than I could hopse to, I assert that the
estimated revenue to be received out of
the public this year means a taxation of
£17 or £18 per head.

Tue PremEr anp TrEAsURER: You do
not call that taxation, do yout

Mr. WILSON: Most decidedly I call it
taxation. What do you call it? The
bulk is to come out of customs and duties,
and the balance out of the railways, etc.

Tae Premier anp Treasurer: I did not
know that the railways were called taxa-
tion before.

Me. WILSON: { do not know what you
call it. I reckon every penny of revenue
you have to raise in this country has to
come out of the pockets of the people, and
I say that £18 per head is far too much.
There is no other country in the Austra-
lasian colonies where taxation per head
would come to anything like thet. I
speak from memory, but I believe I am
correct in stating there is no other colony
whose revenue will amount to more than
£8 or £9 per head.

Me. IruwewortH: Not £8.

Mz WILSON: Not £8, the hon. mem-
ber reminds me. How can we expect the
small population of Western Australia,

[11 OcropERr, 1898.]

Debate on Finance. 2295

which is busy at the present time in de-
veloping practically an unknown country
—developing this immense territory—to
stand this immense tax! T call it & tax.
The right hon. gentleman can prove it to
be something else if be likes. How, I
ask, can we expect these people to stand
that immense tax of £18 a head?! The
Premier claims that the expenditure of
public moneys in Western Australia is a
good asset. I have been very much edi-
fied in looking through the report of the
Director of Public Works, and what I want
to drive home now is this: that no
amount of public buildings, ne amount of
mileage of railways, no expenditure on
harbours, can be considered a good asset
unless you have a commencsurate popula-
tion in the country as well. Take those
beautiful pictures which we have of work
carried out by the spendthrift Ministry. T
congratulate them upon the way in which
the report is got up, and it is very grati-
fying that such a production can be had
in Western Australia, but I presume it
costs something. At any rate it brings
forcibly before our minds the way the
money has gone. 1 see here (losking at
report) first of all an additional wing of
public offices in Perth, situated behind us
—a magnificent building which must have
cost the country a mint of money. I turn
over the page and see mnother beautiful
building put up in a place called Broome,
for the post and telegraph offices, and I
find from statistics that Broome has a
population of 360 or thereabouts. This
building, to my mind, would house the
whole population.

A Meuper: What about the pearling
fleet

Mur. WILSON: At certain' seasons,
temporary provision has to be made for
800, and I suppose half of that number
do not use the post office. We have
courts and public offices in Geraldton,
which must have run into many thou-
sands of pounds, for a population of
2,700. T am simply referring to works
in the report, but we know there nre
hundreds of others. We have public
offices, and post and telegraph offices, in
Albany, and other places. The offices
in Albany must have run into an enor-
mous sum of money, for a population of
2,800.

A Meuper : More than that.
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Mr. WILSON: According to the re- | market, amount to something like
turns, the population is 2,800, We have | £2,650,000.

a post and telegrapb office at Guildford,
where I think a corner store would have
answered. We have there a post
and telegraph office which must
have cost £5000 or £6,000, the
population being 1,200. Then in
Perth we ‘thave a lovely picture
of the Royal Mint. Goodness knows
what it cost! I think there is an esti-
mate of something like £135,000, but, in
my opinion, the cost is nearer £50,000.
Perhaps the Director of Public Works
will correct me if I am wrong. The Ob-
servatory on Mount Eliza is a beautiful
structure. I do not know whether
people walk up there to see this immense
building. It appears to me that the
quarters of the person in charge of the
Observatory are about five times larger
than the portion devoted to making ob-
servations. They cost about five times
too much money. In my humble
opinion we have been constructing in
this colony works 10, T5 or 20 times too
large and foo expensive for the meang at
our disposal, and works, which, unless
our population increases very largely,
cannot be called a good asset for the
money expended. I am afraid that in
years to come they will be referred to as
monuments of the folly and extrava-
gance of the Forrest Ministry. Now,
with regard to this deficit of £186,000,
that is part of the cloud of depression
which the Premier admits iz hanging
over the colony. I welcome that deficit
if it will prove a wholesome check on the
extravogance of the Ministry, but I am
very much afraid that nothing will check
them in their extravagance, although the
Premier admits that they have spent far
more than they should have done. He
admits that this is a wonderful country
for epending money, and always has
been. I am very much afraid that they
will go on finding Western Australia a
wonderful country for expending money
until something else brings them up with
a round turn, and until, in fact, the
country cannot get any more money to
spend. The works we have before us at
the present, with the amount of in-
debtedness to which we are already
pledred, with the Treasury bills that are
now current or floating on the London

Tup Premier: What is that?

Mr. WILSON: Treasury bills,

Tue Premier: It shows how ignorant
you are. There is only one million in
London altogether.

Mr, WILSON: What about the Great
Southern railway?

Tug Preuisr: That is not Treasury
bills. It is inscribed stock.

Mgr. WILSON: Is it?

Tue PremiEr: Cerfainly ; you ought
to know that.

Mz, WILSON: I think I ean turn up
gome speeches of the right hon. gentle-
man’s in which he referred to these rail-
ways as having been paid for in Treasury
bills, and that these will mature in De-
cember, 1899,

Tre PrEMiEr: I 3aid the first Treasury
biills current will mature in December,
1899. There are only £750,000 of Trea-
sury bills in London altogether.

Mr. WILSON: Perhaps the right hon.
gentleman will tell me how many Trea-
sury bills have been issued.

Tue Premigr: There are 1} million
pounds current at the present time.

Mr. WILSON: Those Treasury bills
will have to be redeemed within the next
year or two.

Tae Prexmier: No; within three years.

Mz WILSON: The Government have,
in addition, to raise a million to carry out
the contract for laying the Coolgardie
pipes, and that doesnot include the other
works ; then they have to find the money
for covering their reappropriations and
their deficit, amounting to 1} millions
more ; and these four millions will have
have to be paid in the next three years.

Toe Prexier: Not so much as that.

Mg. WILSON: Say 3} millions. Ido
not mind giving you half a million,
though I think the total will he nearer
five millions.

Tre Premier: We have only a million
and o half of authorisations eltogether,
except the Treasury bills.

MRr. WILSON : If the money is spent,
we are bound to raise & loan to repay it ;
and 1 say we have to raise four millions
within the next three years, or probably
two years, and I believe we cannot raise
it.
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Tur Preumr: I deny that absolutely.
You do not know anything about it.

Mn WILSON: I am trying to explain
my views.

Tue Premier: I am correcting misrep-
resentations that are going about.

Mr. WILSON: Referring mnow to
enother matter, the cessation of the influx
of foreign capital into this colony, I say
that is a matter that no one can control

absolutely, and T am not going to blame -

the Ministry altogether for the cessation
of the inflow of British capital. After
capitalists have had a rush in the invest-
ment of money in any country, and when
the speculation fever has abated, they
begin to ease off for a time, and will want
to get some returns. I believe the inflow
of British capital into our goldfields was,
to & very large extent, stopped, checked,
curtailed, on account of our unsatisfac-
tory mining laws. I believe the British
capitalists felt their tenure was not se-
cure; and when they found there was a
liahility %f losing their property, they
unturally said they would invest no more
money in this colony until these things
were altered. I congratulate the Minis-
try and also this House on having so
altered the mining laws of the country as
to re-establish that confidence in our gold
mines which British investors had some
three or four years ago; and T trust this
action of the House will certainly, and at
an early date, re-establish the confidence
of investors, so that we may have Bri-
tish capitnl again coming into the country,
developing our industries, and so giving
employment to the labour of the people.
I hope the Government are, and I be-
lieve this House is, now coming round to
the view which has been so strongly
advocated from this side of the House,
and that the Ministry will seriously take
into consideration the advisability of en-
couraging private enterprise to assiet,
wherever possible in opening up and de-
veloping the country in every way. The
Premier also referred to the question of
having a Public Works Board established
in this colony. That is a suggestion that
- has been thrown out by many speakers
in this House, and it has been advocated
eepecinlly by members on this {the Op-
position} side of the House.
Tar PresmiEr: It was a Civil Service
Board I referred to.
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| Mg. WILSON: I am open to correc-
' tion, but I believe the Premier referred
. to a Public Works Board being establi-

shed in this country. T am w:th him in
. that, and I hope he will see that a Pub-
! li= Works Board is established here, so
thal when railway proposals come before
Parliament they shall not be brought for-
ward on the recommendations of the
Ministry alone and then be abandoned, as
we know the railways proposed by the
Government in the present session have
been abandoned, for every work of any
magnititude proposed in the Governor’s
gpeech at the beginning of the session
has been absolutely abandoned and given
up. That shows the controlling force of
the Opposition in this House. It will be
a good day for Western Australia if a
Public Works Board is established here
on good lines, and avoiding those pitfalls
gisewhere which the Ministry here have
had an unhappy knack of blundering into.
One serious matter that requires special
comment is that our population is deci-
dedly falling off at the present time; or
if we do not say falling off, we may say
thes estimated increase of population is
falling off.  For ‘instance, during last
renth our population actually decreased
as much as the population had increased
during the previous quarter.

Mr. Moran: A good job too.

Mer. WILSON: I say it is & bad job.
5 is a disastroug day for any country
when people begin to leave its shores.

Mg. Morax: They are better away
than starving here.

Mzr. WILSON : That is a different argu-
rment. The fact that our population can-
nct get employment here and are be-
ginning to leave our shores is greatly to
be regretted. My argument and my
great contention always have been that, if
we had confined ourselves more to the
vconomical administration of this coun-
' try, if we had nbated what has been
called in some newspapers the “great
public works rage,” if instead of encourag-
ing thousands of civil servants to flock
over here, and seek employment in the
numerous public departments we have
built up and are now pulling down, we
I had addressed ocurselves to the affairs of
| the country from an economical stand-

point, and allowed other people to do this

speculative business, our population
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would have been with us to-day, instead
of leaving the country as it is doing.

Mr. Morax: They would never have
come here, under such a policy.

Mr. WILSON: Tf we had confined
ourselves to ndministration on these
lines, we would not have had the enor-
mous taxation we have to-day; but we
could have devoted our large revenue
from customs to the reduction of taxa-
tior in order to make living cheaper,
and by that means we would have at-
tracted an increasing population to the
colony. Inatead of that, we have adopted
the most disastrous policy that could be
devised by any Government; for we
have boasted that we were going to con-
gtruct our huge public works out of re-
venue, and we have spent something
like £800,000 last year on permanent
public works constructed ot of revenue,
and now we cannot finish them, for we
have not the revenue with which to
finish them, and our credit is so im-
paired that we can hardly raise [oan
moneys for completing these works.
We have begun on this unwise and dis-
astrous policy, and I have contended for
the last three years that there can be no
justification in taking money out of the
pockets of the people in the present age
for constructing works which are going to
Inst for the next 500 years. Another
matter which, might have heen well at-
tended to, and would have brought
most beneficial results in our administra-
tion, is the fact that we should have
left this departmentn] day labour alone
in cur public works, and should have
let works by contract as far as possible,
instead of employing this huge army of
civil servants, nnd instead of building up
these useless departments which we have
now to pull down. We would then have
had our works executed by contraect,
and we would not have had this “black
Wednesday” to face. T should like briefly
to refer to the estimated revenue for the
current year 1898-9, and I say the
amount stated by the Premier is very
largely over-estimated. I do not see
the wildest possibility of our reaching
the figure which the Premier hopes to
receive, namely, £2,9035,000. I should
like to judge it from a standppint other
than that which hon. members have al-
ready taken in their arguments on this
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matter, for if any business man is caleu-
lating what he hepes to receive in his
comiercial undertakings, he as a rule
looks back to previous years or to pre-
vious months, as the case may be, and
uses his judgment on the figures. He
also looks ahead and averages the
figures, more or less, and so proves his
calculations. That is one way. [ take
the revenue for the past four years, and
in 1895 I find that owr revenue was
£1,126,000: in 1896 the revenue was
£1,858,000 ; and in 1897, when we had
our big beom, the revenue jumped up to
£2,842,000. Then mark the turn of the
tide ; for in 1898 there was a slight de-

creagse, our revenue then  being
£2,754,000. The Government had
these figures before them, and surely

with the indications these gave, they
should have seen how the tide was
going, and the Premier should have been
warned that the tide had turned. Surely
it would have been fair to have struck
an averare of the four years, I do not say
as a guide, in estimating the probable
revenue for the .present year; and if
they had taken an average, it would
have been £2,485,000, which I venture
tc state is just pbout the revenue they
will receive,

Tur PreMier: We had a lot of new
railways to take into account.

Mr. WILSON: Yes; I know. An-
other way to look at this estimate is to
take the customs collected during the
last half of the year 1897-8, and it
would have been seen that in the latter
halb-year the collections were £50,000
less than in the first six months; and
yvet we find the Ministry estimating that
in the coming year they are to receive
only £10,000 less than they received
from the customs in the last year. But
the figures themselves prove that the es-
timate must have been wrong, and
that the best the Government could
hope to receive would be £100,000 less
from the customs than they received in
the last year. Tt appears to me that
the whole of the estimates of the Minis-
try are built up, not on what they think .
they can get, but on what they think
they require to expend, and “the wish is
father to the thought.” They want
three millions of money to expend, and
cannot do with less to carry on the af-
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fairs of the country; and so the Esti-
mates are made up accordingly. The
railways, as the right hon. gentleman io-
terjected, have been extended; but 1
maintain that the customs revenue hax
a direct bearing on the railway revenue,
and if the Ministry are not getting
goods through the Customs, they cannot
get the revenue from the railways. Most
of the goods sent out of the colony, as
far as Lulk is concerned, are timber.

MR. Mogroaxns: What about the gold-
fields traffic 7

Mr. WILSON: The goldfields are not
exporting.

Mr. Mogrcaxs: No; they are import-
ing.

Mg, WILSON: My argument is that
our customs revenue canpot possibly
come within £100,000 less than the
amount received last year; and ae the
customs revenue has a direct bearing on
the railway revenue, we cannot hope
that our railway revenue will keep up to
last year’s receipts.  All these things tend
to prove that the estimate for this year ix
larpely over-stated, and we cannot hope
to get that amount. The fact is, the
money is wanted to carry on these expen-
_ sive departments; and we shall have to
face not only the mistake that has beeu
made this year in creating a deficit of
£186,000, but we shall have to face that
deficit added to a further deficit at the
end of the current year, and these to-
gether will probably exceed half a million
of money. I have little further to add,
except to state that I think it is grossly
unfair that members of this (the Opposi-
tion) side of the House should be told,
time after time, that they have induced
the Government to undertake this exces-
sive expenditure. T think the few quota.
tions I have given from Hénsard show
that members on this side of the House
have always held out warnings to the Pre.
_ mier, and have endeavoured to restrain
the Government in their unwise tendency
to lavish expenditure. Therefore I do not
think it is fair that we should have it
thrown in our teeth that we have been
parties to this expenditure, or that we are
encouraging the Government this year to
atill further increase the indebtedness of
the country. They have been warned
time after time. According t¢ those
warnings, all their public works, I mean
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" like what they hoped it would be.
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their railways, have this year been aban-
doned ; and abandoned not because they
wished to throw up their policy, but be-
cause they saw that the predictions of thz
membera who had warned them were vom-
ing true; because their revenue had
proved, as I have shown, that it could not
possibly keep up, or come up to anythnig
I hope
this retrenchment, which the Commis-
sioner of Railways and Director of Public
Works has taken in hand, will not stop
at the rank and file, for I hope he will see
that, when the cutting down takes place,
the pruning knife is used on the heads of
the departments as well as on the rank
and file. I regret to see that the £2 10s.
a week man ig being discharged wholesale,
while the heads and sub-heads, and all the
other men who draw the larger ealaries,
are retained. We cannot hope to have
successful retrenchment in this way. If
we take it that those 400 civil servants
who have been dispensed with average
something like £2 10s. per week, you
have then only some £1,000 per week
gaved, or say £50,000' & year. What ie
that in an expenditure of three millions?
In many instances, whole departments re-
quire wiping out; and I think that can
be done. I say there has been wasteful

[ extravagance in all these departments.

Any Administration which had been in
power a8 long as my friend the Premier
and his colleagues have been in office,
would be bound to get into that extrava-
gant way of carrying on the country’s
business, especially after having passed
through such boom times as we have had
here. I admit that. I do not care who
are in power for seven years, they are
bound to ultimately wind up with extrava-
gance. But I do say that some men
could put on the brake, and cut their coat
according to their cloth. T hope the For-
rest Ministry will do this, and not half-
heartedly ; I hope they will take the de-
partments in hand, and that extravagant
departments will be looked into by Select
Committees of this House. I think there
iz nothing better for such public institu-
tions than that Committees should be ap-
pointed from fime to time to inquire into
them, and endeavour ito initiate reforms.
I intend shortly to move that a Com-
mittee be appointed to investigate

. one of the departments, which I hope can
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be cut down to a great extent, and can be !
made to produce 2 much larger revenue
than it has produced in the past, and -

which I hope can be conducted 01 much

more economical lines than it has been

hitherto; though perhaps my friend, the
Premier, will not agree with me in that
respect.
policy, as the great problem which we
have to settle as the legislative power in
this colony, that of trying to induce people
to come to our country and settle in it
That appears to me to be the great de-
gideratum for Western Australia; and our
aim in carrying out that object should be,
not to carry on huge and gigantic public
warks ; our aim ghould rather be to wisely
administer the affairs of this State so that
we may reduce taxation to a minimum,
so that we can reduce the cost of living,
and 8o that we cap induce the people to
come hére permanently, and thug, I hope,
to develop the country to which we have
01l pinned our faith, and which I hope we
all intend to stand by,

Tue PREMIER AND TREASURER
{Right Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) in reply: I
am sure we have all listened with much
attention to the Fon. member who has
just eat down; and, if some of my obser-

vations are directed To what he has said.

and if I omit reference to what some other
members who have preceded him have
said, it iz only because what the hon.
member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson) has
said 18 more fresh in my memory. The
hon. member has told us a good deal about
extravagance. Well, T am sure most of
us will agree thaf it is a good thing to be
economical, and certainly a bad thing to
be extravagant. But I remember some

I hope we will adopt as our

years ago—it has just come into my mind
" if not all, of the questions dealt with by

—that, when we were in the boom time,
the hon. member was one of those who led
an attack on the Government because
they had not seen far enough into the

future, and did not provide sufficient rol- -

ling-stock to meet the requirements of
that time.
ture of more than a million of money
without the authority of this House—-

That necessitated an expendi- ;

without the authority of Parliament—in -

order to meet the requirements of the
colony.
Mg, Moran: We were all in that.
Tue PREMIER: The  hon. membher
was one of those who then blamed the
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CGovernment becauge it had not seen far
encugh ahead ; because we were not able
to cope with the extraordimary circum-
stauces that arose at that time. If
during years past we have tried te cope
with the difficulties that have beset us,
and have tried to look into the future to
some extent, it is fortupate that we have
nol overstepped the mark—for in my
opinion we have not overstepped the
mark. But it seews that the hon.
pember is now on the other side,
charging us with extravagance, be-
cause he thinks we have to some extent
overstepped the mark; and I think I
shall be able to show, before I sit down,
that we have done nothing of the sort.

Mer. Witsox: You have pgone to the
other extreme now,

Tue PREMIER: In making the Finan-
clal Statement every year, I have always
desired to give a history of the colony. 1
have always desired that anyone who
takes up the speech whichI havehad the
honour of delivering to this House, should
be able to judge for himself of the posi-
tion of almost every, if not every, indus-
try of the colony—of its development
during the past year, and ita prospects
ia the future. I have dealt with all the .
subjects which are of interest to us—with
financial questions, with questions con-
nected with the produce of the soil and
its development, with the gold industry,
with the debt of the colony, in fact, with
every subject one could be desirous of
knowing, if one wished to become acqu-
aicted with the actual position of our
affairs. In ecriticising the Financial State-
ment made by me, as Treasurer of the
colony, one might expect that members
of the Opposition would deal with some,

the Treasurer in his Financial Statement.
Ouve might expect that we should have

: reference made to the various interests

of the colony and its various industries,
criticising some, praising others. Gener-
ally, T thiok I might expect that those
members who took on themselves to forn
an Qpposition or to lead an Opposition,
should have something to say in regard
to the various interests which go to make
up this great colony. But I will ask hon.
members if we have received from the
gentlemen opposite anything of the kind?
They have dealt with only one or two
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points, and that generally as if they had
a brief to attack the Government, and
to eay 25 much as possible, within mode-
rate bounds, in regard to the maladmini-
stration, as they term it, of the colony by
the present Ministry. The member for
the Canning (Mr. Wilson) told us the
colony was all right. Well, I am much
obliged to him for that; I am glad he
should say s0; and I hope that part of his
speech will be printed in large letters,
and gome other parts of it be printed in
very small. T generally find, however,
that all those parts of a speech by an Op-
position member which reflect upon the
gtability of the ¢ountry, or upon the Gov-
ernment, or upon the administration of
affairs, are given a great deal more pro-
minence in the Press, not only here, hut
elsewhere, than those parts which are of
a contrary tenour. The hon. member has
told us that there is a depression in this
eolony. I think I referred to it, to some
extent, in the speech which I delivered on
the 18th of August last. I did not zay,
as the hon. member wauld make me say,
that there was no cloud upon the horizon,
that. there was no dark eloud upon it ; but
what I did say was that I could not dis-
tinguish it, that I could not see the dark
cloud, in looking round about this coleny,
and in looking at the colony’s various
industries. I gaid I had looked at the
agricultural industry, that T had locked
at the pnstoral and timber industries,
that T had looked at our pgreat
gold-mining industry, and was more than
satisfied ; also that T found mveelf in a
difficulty to account for the depression
which was said to exist in some circles.
And so I do. I have not heard from the
hon, member opposite (Mr. Wilson), nor
from the member for Central Murchison
{Mr. Illingworth), nor from anv of them.
any real or good reason for this depres-
sion. I have heard, of course, that it has
resulted from the maladministration of
the Government, and that it is all due to
the Government; that the Government
are to blame, that they have brought all
this upon the eolony ; and I shall be able
to refer, directly, to some of the argu-
ments adduced in favour of those proposi-
tions. I onlv ask them—and T might
have expected from them, T think—that
it the Government are to blame in regard
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to this matter, we should be told in what |
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way we are to blame; and no one would
have been more glad than I to listen to
observations from hon. gentlemen show-
im:; in what way, during the last vear or
two, the Government have been to blame
in regard to what is called the depression
in this colony. I know this, that during
the last year the Government spent 3}
millions of money out of revenue, and
ncarly two millions, £1,900,000 odd, out
of loan ; making a total of over five mil-
lions of money which was spent; not all
in this colony, for of course some went to
pay interest on our debt, and to buy
rolling-stock and other things we have to
import from the old country; but still
the gross expenditure on account of re-
venue and logn was over five millions,
ond therefore it is strange, and requirec
care and consideration, more care than
the hon. member hns given, I take it, to
know why it is that during last year,
when we were spending this larpe sum of
money, a far larger amount than was
ever expended in this colony previously,
thal the revenue of this colony has
roved to be less than it was the year be-
fore. In the vear ending 30th June,
1£97, we had only a million pounds worth
of gold exported; our population was
smaller ; the expenditure of the eolony
was far less; and still, for that year, the
revenue of the colony was greater than it
was for the yenr ending the 30th June.
1898—in the year, as I snid before, when
the Government spent over five millions.

MR. Wirsox: Over-expenditure. .

Tae PREMIER: Over-expenditure !
Then T cannot see it. If the hon. mem.
her tells me thnt spending money causes
depression

Mr. Moran: Not during the year it is
spent, surely.

Toe PREMIER: During the year it
is spent.

"Mr. Wimsox: You ecannot make a
country prosperous by excessive public
uxpenditure.

Tae PREMIER: Well, it might be
private expenditure, then. I differ from
the hon. member. T believe that when
there is a large public expenditure, the

colony will have prosperity—at any
rate, nat the time the money is being
spent.

Mr. Wirsox: But that time is past,



2302 Annual Estimates :
Tue PREMIER: The hon. member is
wrong. 1 said that, during the year
ending 30th June, 189& when we were
spending this money, and when we spem
a very much larger amount—a million
more, in fact—out of revenue than we
had spent the year before, the revenue
of the colony was less.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH :
count for it?

Tre PREMIER : I should like the hon.
member to have told me that; bLut he
has not told me. No; he prefers to
denl with references to the Estimates in
which he tries to show, and to his own
satisfaction does show, that the Trea-
surer has always been wrong, and he
himself always right; but he forgets to
tell us that he always has the Treasurer’s
Estimates before him when he criticises
the financial policy of the Government,
and is therefore in a better position as to
time for forming an opinion on the posi-
tion of the country than is the Trea-
surer.

Me. TuuvaworTs : That is not correct.

Tue PREMIER: He is in a better posi-
tion, as he was a few nights ago, in hav-
ing spoken two months after I did, and in
having two months of the history of this
colony in his favour.

M. InasewortH : That is not correct,
because my figures were written down be-
fore your budget.

Tee PREMIER: I do not know whal
your figures are, but I should have
thought you would have used them at the
time. Surely you would not have allowed
two months to have passed.

Mg. IuLvawortE : My figures were writ-
ten down before the budget speech was
delivered.

Tre PREMIER : Then I am glad the
hon. member can see g0 far, T would not
do such a thing, myself.

Mr. JuuivaworTR: Perhaps not.

Tre PREMIER : That is all right, then.
It just shows us how far the hon. mcember
can see into the future. The hon. mem
ber agked me what wasg the reason of the
decrease of revenue. I will tell him
directly. T am sure anyone who has lis
tened to the speeches this evening—I will
deal directly, with those delivered the
other evening—must have been rather
disappointed. There is no fear that anv-

How do you ac-
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Oldham) and the member for the Can-
ning (Mr. Wilson) says in this colony will
be valued at anything more than is due
to the positions those gentlemnen eccupy
in the colony, and the opinion the people
of this colony have of their general worth ;
they will be taken by the people of this
colony probably at what they are worth,
and that worth each one will judge for
himself. But beyond the limits of this
colony, they will not be taken as in any
way associated with those two hon. gentle-
men, but they will be taken as cominy
from members of Parliament occupying
seats in the Opposition; and they will
have an exaggerated effect, I take it, over
and above the influence they will have in
this colony, where we are acquainted with
everyone, and where we know the exact
state of affairs, and therefore are not in-
Auenced to an undue extent by what a
person says. I would ask those gentlemen
who have said go much about the adminis-
tration of this Government within the last
seven or eight years, whefher one might
not have expected from them something
in the way of generosity in regard to the
exertiong made by hon. members sitting
on these benches, and also by the other
hon. members on this (the Government)
side of the House? I would ask them
whether they think that, in the speeches
they have wnade in this debate, they have
acted in any way fairly to those who have
tried to do their best for this colony, as
far as their ability would allow them, dur-
ing the pnst seven or eight years. Ishould
like to ask them whether they have looked
before, whether they have taken the
trouble te look back on this colony as it
was seven or eight years ago, and to com-
pare it “With it position now; and
whether, if they have done so, they should
not now be able tosay: “Well, at any rate,
whatever the demerits of these persons
who have had the administration of the
affairs of this colony have been during the
last seven years, at all events they have
made this colony a very different place
now from what it was at thec time.”

Mz. OupmaM: The people made that.

Tue PREMIER: The people?

Mg. OromaM: Yes.

Mg. IutiveworTa: Did the Government
make the country?

Twe PREMIER : Certainly, the ad-

thing the member for North Perth (Mr. * ministration of this country js reflected
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upon everything that has gone on during
these years. What policy has built rail-
ways all over the country, has given water
all over the goldfields, and has built pub-
lic buildings all over the colony? Has it
nothing to do with the administration of
affairs all this time, building jetties and
harbours, and doing everything te trans-
form the country from what it was seven
years ago? Is it all due to the people
here? Is nothing due to the administra-
tion? The people had very little to do
with guiding the destinies of the country.

MR. ILunowortH: Where did you get
the money? Who provided it?

Mr. OLpHam: You pulled through the
bicyclist who came here the other day, I
suppose !

Tue PREMIER : 1showed him the way,
20 or 30 years ago.  (General laughter.)
The hon. member has told us we have done
things too well in this colony, that our
buildings are too good, and generally that
we have been extravagant in making these
buildings. I think we were told these
buildings were going to last 500 years, so
at any rate we made them substantial.
My idea is that in a colony like this, with
such great possibilities, with the eyes of
the world upon us, as they have been
during the last seven or eight years, it
would ill become us to put up paltry build-
ings of iron or tin, and that whilst about
it, having faith as we have in the future
of this country, we certainly ought to put
up buildings somewhat commensurate with
our possibilities. After all, our buildings,
ae arule, are not so good as those in other
countries which are not better situated,
gome of them not so well situated as we
are; and [ think if we have erred, we have
done so on the right side. Seeing that we
have been able to build a great many of
these works out of our current revenue,
and that they are no charge on the people
of the country, whilst the tariff existing
to-day, and which will exist probably for
a long while, is not much more than it
used to be, I am of opinion we have done
well. We have taken advantage of the
money we had in trying to make this
country better, more habitable, and more
convenient, as well as more profitable to
the people who live in it. I eay if any one
wants to know what the present Govern-
ment and the Parliament—I do not say
the Government only, but Parliament, and
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T will even include the members on the

Opposition side of the House-—have done
. during the last seven years, all he has to
do is to follow the advice given to a person
in St. Paul's Cathedral, to whom someone
said, in regard to Sir Chrlstopher Wren's
monument : “If you seek a monument,
look around!” Bo I say to &}l those whuy
carp and criticise: if you want to see a
monument of what the Parliament of this
country has done during the last seven
years, look around you. I desire to thank
my hon. friend the member for Central
Murchison (Mr, Illingworth}—I have not
forgotten him, although I have left him
till now—~for the speech he made the other
evening. I deliire to thank him for the
generous expressions he made towards me
personally, and I may say that, taking him
a3 & rule, I think he is of a generous dis-
position—certainly in dealing with in.
dividuals, and he sets us a good example
in that respect. He does not descend to
criticise us personally ; but, for all that,
leaving out the persomal part of it, he
criticises us pretty severely, after all. I
am going to tell the hon. member, while
thanking him most sincerely for the gener-
ous references to myself personally, which
1 highly appreciate, that I do not think he
was fair in the criticisms which he passed
upon me and upon the Government. He
told us that all the trouble that had come
to the colony was due to our bad manage-
ment, and bad financing. He spoke about
the depression, about the falling revenue.
and about his own good estimates with
regard to the révenue ; but he told us verv
little on the other side. He did not tell
ua much about the great pold increase,
and the possibilities—he did not wax elo-
quent regarding what our gold production
will be in a year of two. He never told us
a word about that.

Mr. JLivgwortE: You did that.

Tre PREMIER : No ane could do it bet-
ter than the hon. member. Why did he
not wax eloguent with regard to the future
fortunes of this country?

Mr. IuaxeworTH: Because vou have
done it.

Twe PREMIER: But I think it very
necessary, and it would be corroborative
of what I have said. I repeat that he
never spoke about the great gold-mining
industry or its possibilities.

i Mg Iuuixawonta: Yes, I did,
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Tos PREMIER: Very little. He never
said what it would be in two or three
years, and he did not say anything about
the wool industry.

Mr. IuixewortH: I did.

Tre PREMIER: Or the timber in-
dustry.

Mg, ILuxaworTH: I did.

Tup PREMIER: The agricultural and
pastoral industry-

Mr. Inuxaworta: I did. You are not
fair.

Tye PREMIER: He said very Iittie
about them, and he never waxed eloquent
with regard to them ; nor did he tell us
what I wanted him to state—the reason
for this depression. That is what we ex-
pected from him.

Mr. InuxgwortH: I did. You have
not told us yet. Will you now?

Tas PREMIER : I will tell you, directly.
I have told you it is difficult for me to
understand it ; it is very diffieult, and 1
ghould like a great finoncier like the hon.
member to devote himself to that aspect
of the affair, and tell us the reasen why,
with the vost expenditure of money last
year, the revenue should have fallen more
than the year before, when the revenue
was A million less and the gold export
was a million less.

M=r. TuuxaworTr @ 1 told you in a single
sentence. Take the normal condition.

Tue PREMIER : 1 do not see why you
gshould. When our gold was hooming up,
and our revenue and loan expenditure
was 80 large, why should we get into
normal conditions? The hon. member
tells us we are taxed to the extent of £16
per head. That is a new idea of finance.

Mgz. Tuuvaworta: I did not say-that.

Tae PREMIER : Well, the hon. mewmber
opposite (Mr. Wilson) told us. He forgot
to tell us that we expended money to the
extent of £30 ner head.

Mg. IuuxewortH: Where did you get
it?

Tae PREMIER : Get five millions and
divide it by 170,000. But the hon. mem-
ber did not tell us that. He dealt onlv
with his side of the question. If he
aspires to be leader of the Opposition,
or to be a prominent member of it, he
will not find membera readv to listen to
him and give him credit for his observa-
tions, unless he looks at bath sider. If
his desire is to make out a cnse agninst

[ASSEMBLY.

Debate on Finance,

the Government, he should certainly en-
deavour to act fairly.

Mz. Ivuxeworte: You loock on one
side.

Tee PREMIER:
side.

Mg. Inuxeworte: So do L

Tue PREMIER: My iden is that the
reason this denression came upon us, in
the midst of this great expenditure of
money, was the withdrawal or stoppage
of the inflow of foreign capital.

Mr. ILuwawortH: Ie not that what I
said?

Tae PREMIER: Did vou?

Mr. IrwivoworTH: Yes; it is here in
Hansard.

Tre PREMIER: Then I did not hear
it. Teay it ie becanse the British investor
or the foreign investor

Mr. Moran: -And the Australian in-
vestor.

Tre PREMIER: I mean the whole lot
of them, stopping the investment of capi-
tal, or not going on very quickly with it.
There are n good many reasons for that.
I npree with the member for the Caoning
(Mr. Wilson) that our bad mining law
had something to do with that. There
wag a reason for it. It was not the fault
of the people of the colony, or those who
had taken a leading position in its
politics, so much as it was the clamour of
n lot of people who thought thev knew
a great deal better than we did. We had
no law to go upon in 1886. The mining
law was introduced by the hon. member
opposite (Mr. Illingworth), and by others

I look on the right

‘who thourht they konew a great deal more

about mining law than we did: and we,
thinking thev knew something about it,
very foolishly agreed with them. Wealso
listened too much to people who were
sufferine from undue prosperity. and to
a lot of agitatora and those who were
given to riotous hehaviour, and we began
to think that they, too, knew something
about it. T refer not to members in this
House, but to pereouns on the goldfields.
We thought they were suffering under
some rem] grievance and hardshin, and
we listened too much to them. We now
see the result. We introduced into our
goldfields Iaw a system which givea no
seeurity to those who invest their capital ;
and T would like to ask anvone in this
House, or in the colony or outside of it,
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whether, if they hnd the whole world
before them for investment, and had the

money in their pocket to invest, they |

would invest in the goldfields in this

colony if they could not get security of .

tenure. No one but a lot of simpletons
would do it. The reasnn money has heen
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invested, since the Mining Act of 1895

was passed, is that the people whe in-
vested did not know the conditions under
which they were investing, or they would
have buttoned up their pockets.

Mg. IuunoworTH: There is no coonec-
tion at all. It was the “wild cat” schemes.

Tuz PREMIER: There ie another
reagon. [ have told you about the stop-
page of capital and the bad mining Iaws ;
I have told you about riotous behaviour

on the goldfields, an account of which.

was cabled to England and read by capi-
talists, who will not invest in a country
where even the Premier of the colony
tannot go to a place without being in-
sulted, hustled, and maltreated. TIs that
1. place where people would invest money?
They would think twice about it. There
is another reason. I refer to the con-
tinual wailings of membersof the Qpposi-
:ion, which are carried away to other parts
of the world, includiag the great centre
‘rom which capital comes.

Mn. Moroans: The Mayor of Kalgoor-
'ie, for example.

Twe PREMIER: I am talking of the
Jpposition and the way in which they
iy down the Government. They desire
:0 promote the interests of the country,
yut they wizh to attack the Government,
md in sttacking the Government they
1o not care to what length they go; the
:esult being that they traduce the colony.

Ma, Morax: That is politics.

Tag PREMIER : A gentleman recently

‘eturned from London told me that the |

ipeeches made in this House during this
iegsion have done a great deal of harm
o London, through the terribly pessimis-
sie view taken by members of the Oppo-
iition in regard to the financial porition
ind future of the colony. That gentleman
vag A person in n responsible position.
l'he statement can be taken for what it
s worth, but I thoroughly believe it.
Nhat is said is read in the London papers.
T o spicy thing is said against the Gov-

wrnment or against the colony, we find |
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it reproduced, pot in one paper, but in
several,

Mg. ILLINGWORTH :
Australia mentioned.

TR PREMIER : Oh, yes.

A Memper: What about the Times!?

Tae PREMIER: I never say anything
against the colony, or the Government.
All T can eay is, if these wailings and
these pessimistic speeches treducing the
Government, and traducing the colony,
did not have any effect, they should have
had ; because if I were to read the speech of
the member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson)
and that of the member for North Perth
(Mr. Oldham) and had money to invest,
I should certainly be very much influ-
enced by those speeches, and should con-
sider whether it was worth while or de-
girable to invest money in .a country so
badly managed and on the precipice of
Tuin.

Mr. WiLsox: If it makes you more
cautious, it will do good.

Tue PREMIER : 1t will do you a lot of
harm, in the meantime, I am afraid.

Mr, WiLkon: I will chance that.

Toe PREMIER: There is one very
great thing, however, that thiz depres-
gion, as it is called, has done. It haa
brought some people to their senses.
The noisy agitator is coming to his senses,
and he finds that unless he is more mod-
erate and reasonable, his occupation will
be pone—he will have to “seek for
fresh fields and pastures new.” And
there is a better thing than that: the
people are getting reasobable, too, and
sensible, and will not listen to agitators
much longer. In fact, you can see it
everywhere. The people are coming to
their senses, and you can trust the peo-
ple when a matter is Yrought home to
them. They are, 1 repeat, coming to
their senses, and as far as I can see they
are det r i-ed to judge for themiselve
and to judge wisely. I am very glad to
join with the member for the Canning,
in regard to the passing of the Gold
Mines Bill. I am glhd indeed it has
passed this House, and 1 have no doubt
it will pass another place, if not exactly
ag we sent it, at any rate i a way quite
satlsfactory It does secm to me, look-
ing back upon the history of all these
troubles resulting from the dual title, to
be ebsurd and strange that in a country

You bhardly get
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which is a reefing country, as a whole, we

as to destroy security of tenure, when we
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- are capable of sustaining o much large
should have gone so far out of our way

vould easily have given all the necessary -

gecurity and privileges to the alluvial
miner. We could eacily have done that
by examination, before the issue of a

lease, so as to preserve alluvial ground as -

far as possible from the lease.  Alluvial
i, a8 I say, the exception and not the
rule; and it is strange that we ever em-
barked upon legislation endangering the
title of every single leaseholder, in order
that a few of the leases might, as we
think they should, be open for tbe
alluvial miner. 1 am plad indeed to say
that we, too, are coming to our senses.
It is gratifying to know that we are al-
most, if not altogether, unanimous in this
Asgembly in.regard to the matter ; and
members may be sure that on the gold-
fields, and throughout the colony, we
have the people with us. The member
for Central Murchizon had a great deal
to say in his speech about the amount
per head in regard to the public debt. He

was, I am glad to say, acourate in re- |

gard to what our public debt will be
when our present authorigations have
been exhausted. I think he said it waa
something like 114 miluons.  That, or
something like it, will be the real figure ;
but we have not the exact amount. He
knows well that it will be some
time yet before all our authorisations are
exhausted ; and if we do not increase the
amount, it must be 2 or 2} years before we
ghall owe the whole of the money. He
jumped at the conclusion, or led us te
believe that, seeing that our authorisa-
tions wera 114 millions, our indebtedness
wad £70 per head. I would ask the hon.
member {(Mr. Illingworth), and other
members, whether that was a fair way to
put that proposition. Seeing that our
indebtedness will be 114 millions in 24

yeare, and that cur population is 170,000 .

al present, is it fair to divide 170,000 into
what our indebtedness will be?—because

that agsumes that our population will not

increase during the next two or 24 years.

He knows very well, and no one better, .

that our population is an abnormal one.
I do not know whether he said so or not,
but he knpws it, becauso he is aware that
something like half of our ponulation
vonsists of adult males, wage-earners who

publie debt, and of paying & very mue
larger revenue. No one knows it bette
than he, but did he mention it?

Mr. ILLixaworrH: Yes, I did.

Tue PREMIER: Well, if the hor
wmember did that, he said it in such
way that T did not notice it.

Mr. Iuvivgworrh: I said the populs
tion might rise to 200,000.

Tue PREMIER: But the hon, mer
ber did not divide the indebtedness pe
head into 200,000. Is it right to a:
sume that the population is not going t
increase during the next twe years?

Mr. Moreans: No; it is not right.

Mr. ILLuivewoRrTH: It may decrease.

Tne PREMIER: Iz the hon. membe
going to argue that the debt may ir
crease and the population is going ¢
gtand still?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH :
going to be so.

Tree PREMIER : Then the hon. membe
tried to make his hearers believe tha
the debt would be £70 per head, an
that the population would remain as i
is. He ignored the fact that ovr popu
lation is made up of one half males, an
is therefore in a better position to bea
taxation and indebtedness, as compare
with the population in other colonies.

Mgr. IuuinewoRTH: Yes; I did mer
tion it.

Tee PREMIER : Then the kon. membs
made a very small point of it, and I d
not remember it. If he wished to ac
fairly, he would have seid our populs
tion is equal to 250,000 in itz power t
bear taxation; that, in proportion t
our adult males, if we had a proper nui
ber of women and children, our popule
tion should be 250,000, Therefore m
contention is that we are twice as we
able to bear taxzation as would be a
equal npumber of population in othe
colonies, and that we are twice ns we
able to bear our public debt.

Mr. Inmneworrm: I gave am exac
analysis on those lines, last year.

Tue PREMIER: It is a very imporl
ant point, in relation to the ability c
the population to bear taxation and t
bear the weight of debt. The hon. men
ber did not tell vs we are the larpes
gold-producing colony in Australie.

T am afraid it i
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Mr, TuuivewomrtH: Yes, I did, and
said we are the largest dividend-paying
colony.

Tre PREMIER: Then T did not hear
it. What I mean to say is that the hon.
member waxed eloquent and got so ex-
cited over what he was saying, that 1
asked him not to be excited in regard to
- these matters; and as to what he said on
the other matters he has mentioned,
they were so slight that they lLnve s
caped my memory. He seemed to me
to be like a counsel engaged for the

prosecution, and left out the defence
altogether.
Mr. IutanwaworrE: That is not fair,

and you know it

Tue PREMIER: I say it is perfectly
iair, for 1 never beard a more one-sided
speech in regard to the financial posi-
tion of the colony. It would be ungene-
rous for me to say & word that is unfair;
but the hon. member criticised me, ana
his speech was most unfair. He saia
I had over-estimated the revenue, and
he made a great point of that. Thehon.
member has had the advantage of two
.munths more time than T had in making
his estimate, and if he has not taken the
advantage of the ndditional time, he
ought to have done so.. I believe now it
will take us all cur time to get our re
venue, and I said so in my Financial
Statement. T think there is hope, and
I said that also in my statement. Tt
would have been quite easy for me to
have gshown a deficit of £186,000 on the
current year’s account, and to make my
estimate of revenue £170,000 less; but
I thought there were proapects ahead,
and there were signs of returning pros-
perity. I know July was a bad month
for revenue purposes, and I believe the
reason is that at the end of the financial
year there are scrapings by everyome to
eet revenue into the Treasury, and there-
fore the next month often suffers by com-
parison. Take the railway revenue, or
take that of any department, and it will
be found that at the end of the financial
year they gather up the outstanding
debts, The revenue for August was
fairly good, and for September it was
fairly good; and the revenue for October,
up to the 10 days of thismonth,is £4,000
more than the amount received for the
first ten days in October of last year.
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ere is hope, as T have said; and
while we know there will be a large ex-
penditure in connection with the Cool-
gardie water scheme, we also expect
there will be ships coming to our shores,

nnd, like ships of old that came to the

coast of Tarshish, we will have ships com-
ing to Fremantle to carry away our tim-
ber. Looking also at the increasing ex-
port of gold, and taking all things into
account, I was not one of those who was
going to despair of my country; but I
had hope and confidence, and I took a
reazonable view of the future. T may
say now that, if the revenue in the cur-
rent year does not come up to the esti-
1nate, it will be my duty to tryand keep
down the expenditure. The member for
the Canning (Mr. Wilson) or the mem-
ber for North Perth (Mr, Oldham) could
teduce these departments in & month,
and bring the expenditure within the re-
venue; but when a member on that
side comes to have the opportunity, if
he ever does, he will find it is not so
easy a matter ag he seems to imagine.
If our revenue proves to be less than our
estimate for the year, it will be our duty
ro do our best, and we will do it too, to try
and lwing the expenditure within the
limits of the revenue. One of those as
tounding statements made by the mem-
Ler for Central MurcHison (Mr. Illing-
worth), and I think the worat statement
he made, was that the whole of the de-
pression was due to the deficit of
£186,000.

Me. IiLinaworTH: No.

Tae PREMIER: If the hon. member
does not withdraw that at once, I shall
have something to say ahout it.

Me. [LLixowortn: It iz not necessary
to withdraw it, because it is not true.

Tne PREMIER: The hon. member
said—and I laughed with derision at the
thought—that the deficit of £186,000
had brought all this depression on the
people of this city and on the people of
the colony; and all because we gpent
£186,000 more than we received, and
uigre than we ought to have spent. When
T heard him eay that, I almost gave up
the good opinion I had of him as an ex-
pert in finance. All my good opinion
seemed to vanish, when the hon. member
made thaf astounding and very foolish
statement.
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Mz. IrLixewoRTH: You misunderstved | said that we on this side were not likely

the thing,
Tae PREMIER: It comes to this, that
the deficit actuelly made all this terribte |
difference in-the condition of the people of |
the colony, when we had spent 5} millions "
during the year in trying to give employ-
ment and in carrying out our public works
schemes! And, although we had spent
all that money, the hon. member says
the fact that we spent £186,000 more
than our revenue during the year caused
all this terrible depression! The mem-
ber for the Canning (Mr. Wilson) seemed
to think the members of the Governmen.
and those who support them on this side
had only one object in view, and thay
wad to spend as much money as we could,
and get it any way we could, not caring
what the result would he. If I were to
apply that to members opposite and to
gome others, it would apply to them with
more reason than it does to the Govern.
ment. Are we likely to bring ruin on
this colony? Who would suffer? Would
we eacape scot free—we who are the re-
presentatives of the old inhebitants of
this colony, who te & man, I am glad to
say, support me in this House—are they
to escape scot freef Who is to suffer
first? It has been said that, although
other people may come to this colony
and may leave it at the first sign of trou-
ble, like rats from a sinking ship, yet
those who must remain to bear the bur-
den are those who have their homes in
the gountty and intend to live and die
in it.; and are we likely to bring ruin, or
to do anything so foolish as will bring
discredit on the colony where all our in-
terests and hopes are centred! The
thing is absurd. We are trying to de
our best, in the interests of the colony,
and in the interests of ourselves and
everyone helonging to us; snd to tell me
that our object is to get money where we
can, and go on the ependthrift plan of
spending money, not caring what is to
happen, and bringing ruin on curselves

and those

Mgr. Wson :
“ra‘ts."

Tre PREMIER: Some member said
others might go away, but that we, the
older settlers, would have to stay and
bear the burden. It was perhaps my .
friend Ircm Kalgoorlie (Mr, Moran), who

‘We never mentioned

| to leave the country; that all our in-

terests are here, and all our hopes are
centred here, and that whoever may go
away from the country, the old settlers
wust remain. The member for the
Canning blames us very much for this
deficit. I can assure hon. members that
a deficit comes out very easily, for if you
start the year with certain plans and you
find your Tevenue does not come in as
you expected, it is not easy to stop the
expenditure suddenly. But why apply
that only to the Governmant? Anvly 1t
to private affairs, and you will easily find
that the balance may come cut on .the
wrong side of the ledger. Are the Gov-
ernment the only persons who started the
year with great hope and promise, in
June, 1897 ; and who at the end of June,
1898, found our hopes and aspirations
have not been realised? Yot we are
blamed as’ bad managers and bad finan-
ciers—what for]  Becauze we spent a
little more money than we received, al-
though at the same time we spent less
than we had estimated to spend. We
did not get as much revenue as we hoped
for, or we would have had a balance to
credit ; but still we spent £70,000 less
than we had infended to spend, and even
then we had a deficit af The end of the
year. The fact iz, we had more faith
in the revenue-producing capabilities of
the country for that year than we ought
to have had.

Mzr. Morcans: You were too honest.

Tee PREMIER: I know it is a bad
thing to show e deficit in your balange
sheet ; but do we cry about it in private
life? When we owe a few thousand
pounds to our bankers, does that trouble
us? No. So long as we have plenty
of assets on the other side, the deficit
does not even disturb our rest. All this
hullabaloo about £186,000 is nothing at
all; and because we do not get rid of it
in a moment, it is said we are bringing
ruin on the country. We know that by
gradual economy and care, we can easily
get rid of this amount. If there were
nothing else to trouble me than the de-
ficit of £186,000, T should sleep soundly ;
but what does trouble me, sometimes, is
that our revenue does not _always come
up to our estimate. Then the member
for the Canning (Mr. Wilzon) had a great
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deal to say.about private enterprise, and
he seems to be the advocate for private
enterprise, and for contractors. Every-
thing should be given to private enter-
prise, according to him, and everything
should be let to contractors; but the hon.
member knows well what that means. I
am not opposed to private enterprise,
although he would lead people to believe
that I am not in favour of private enter-
prise at all. If it were a necessary work

and the people wanted it, I should not ob- |

ject to private enterprise doing it; but
when there is a great national work, and
one which the people can afford to pay
for, I know the best and cheapest way is
ta do that work through the Government,
because private enterprise means double
the capital, to start with, and means pro-
moters and underwriters, and a lot of
plundering. If we have private enter-
prise, we must put up with these things.
I de not say there iz not a system of pri-
vate enterprise by which these evils can
be avoided, and I want to give some con-
gideration to that; but by the system of
jrivate enterprise as we know it in this
cclony, the amount of capital required
for n particular work is doubled, and I
know that many of the enterprises cannot
stand the doubling of the capitel cost. 1
kelieve that even contract work costs
imore than day work. 1 do not say it is
advisable to go in for day work; but,
after all, we have no law suits arising out
cf the day work, and we have none of the
t:cubles which do arise with contractors.
I have often said to contractors, though
they are all friends of mine, “You seem
te belong to a gepus that wants to get
everything, and give nothing in return.”
I must say, at the same time, that the
contractors we have employed have always
done the work to our satisfaction; but
they have always tried to get as much out
of us as they possibly could.

MR. OuoEaM: The jetty blew away,
1ou know. :

Trng PREMIER: 1 cac only say, in
conclusion, that I agree with those hon.
rmiembers who have spoken of the revenue
duing the lagt year and in the present year
1s being a magnificent one. It only means
that our demands for developing this im-
mense territory have grown so quickly up-
on us, with a large population
oming in so rapidly, and requiring to
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i have its wants attended to, that without
the means of communication in the coun-
try everything was against us; and, as
nature has placed gold in parts of the
world where it is difficult to obtain, we
had a great deal to de in trying to make
the country practicable for persons to
go inte the unsettled parts of it. The
expenditure has been very large, but even
as large as it was it was not large enough
for the requirements of the country, and
we could easily spend another couple of
a.illions a year, and do good work with
it for years and years to come; but we
must not do that unless there is real
necessity. My desire is not only to pro-
mote everything that is best in the coun-
try and make it great and flourishing,
but my desire is to maintain the public
credit of the country. We have great re-
sponsibilities, no doubt; but our respon-
sibilities are not greater now than they
were when we began under respon-
sible Govermment. Fancy our respon-
silility, when we had a revenue of half
a million & year! And compare it
with our responsibilities now, when we
have two and a half millions, or
£2,600,000 by the estimate of the mem-
ber for Central Murchison! Surely,then,
if we have been able to manage this colony
with a small revenue, we shall be equal to
the occasion with a large one. I only ask
that we shall have faith in the country.
Do not let us go about orying it down,
krocking hope out of persone who have
any. That is what the member for the
Canning (Mr. Wilson) and the member for
North Perth (Mr. Oldham) have done to-
pight. Anyone here who had any hope
and confidence in the future of the colony,
who believed that it was going to prosper,
would po home and say, if he believed
those members’ statements, “Well, these
men, holding responsible positions, seem
to think the Government are so bad, that
they are se ignorant, so desirous of bring-
ing discredit and ruin on thiz country,
that I must not touch this country until
it has pot rid of such a Government.” If
that is the wish of the people of this
colony that I should retire, then I say I
would hail the morning on which that
retirement occurred. If the people of the
colony are willing—though 1 kpow they
are not; that they are not yet ready to
entrust the Government of this coun-
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try to the hon. member Mr.
Wilson) and his private-enterprise
and confractor friends— when the

people arc ready, no one will be more
pleased than I to hand over the affairs
of the country to them. I say we must
have faith in the country. Let us have
faith in this colony, as we have hed it in
all these years that are past ; let us stand
by the colony in time of need, in the day
of necessity, if it comes upon us; and I
say we shall deserve success, at any rate,
and we will try our best to command it.
Mr. DOHERTY (North Fremaatle):
Ir viewing this subject, I think we ought
to look at the matter from the point of
view of the welfare of the country, and
net to concentrate our attention on the
small  deficit that appears in the
Treasurer's statement. If we take the
wold returns of this year, we find that
something like a million ounces of gold
have been exported during the twelve
wonths, representing four million pounds.
Some people say this four million pounds
i of no advantage to this country ; that
ir is all taken by the English investor.
1 cannot perceive how that can he, or how
it works out; hecause I take it in this
way : I have no doubt that on .he gold-
fields of this colony there are over 20,000
peonle, each of whom earns at least £3
a week, which represents £60,000 per
week spent, or, for the entire year, it
means £3,120,000. That accounts for
£3,120,000 worth of the four millions.
Then there is something like £500,000
paid in dividends. That brings it up to
£3,620,000; and then there is a balance
of £380,000. Now, it is probable that
this amount is absorhed by stores and

material—that is, it is spent in the
colony; so that the four millions of
woney which is alleged to go to the

British investor, is, I say. kept within nur
own houndaries and spent here.

Mg. Moran: Do not forget what issent
In the other side.

Mz. DOHERTY : That could be dealt
with in twelve months. if the Government
would only take the trouble to do so, and
would give small pieces of land for settle-
ment. say, A ten years' purchese, to assist
people to build dwelline-houses in and
around towns, as the Commissioner of
Crown Lands is assisting the agriculturist,
and would advance a certain sum of
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"~ woney upon such leases, so that people

could make thew homes here. Bur at
the present time people are expected to
spend their money to come here, and ¢nevu
to pay large rents. Give a lease of 14,
20, or 22 years to the working man, the
swount te be guaranteed by some re-
putable citizens, and in this way prevent
the outflow of money to the other colo-
nies. I think we can safely say that the
entire gold output is spent -in this
country. Again, take the timber in-
dustry. The timber export was some-
thing like £200,000 for last year. Prob-
ably this year it will be something like
half a million of money. That does not
go out of the colony. To produce that,
o sum of £250,000 is required, which
must be spent in the country—every bit
of it. The wool export for 1897 was some-
thing like 19,000,000 lbs. This year
there will be one-third incremse on the
value, which will mean half a millien
pounds. Every penny of that will be
gpent in Western Australin. Every penny
will be gpent, and probably some more
extra capital will be put into the in-
dustry ; and, when all this money is being
spent here, how could this country go
down? Take the small deficit of £186,000.
It is only 6 per cent. on the entire
revenue. Suppose a case of u clerk in an
afice in Perth, who wants to build =
house, would anyone blame that man, or
say he was going to the dogs, if he mort-
gaged his income for 6 per cent. for only
one vear, in order to build? We know
there are hundreds of individuale in this
country who mortgage their salarics, and
will anyone say that 6 per cent. would
e too heavy a burden? Suppose thers
is a deficit next year of half a million,
that would be 15 per cent. of our income.
Would you suppose a man who had £3u0

" a year would be acting rashly if he under-
' took to pay £45 as interest on a mort-

gage! You would say, surely a man with
a salary of £300 can easily save £435 per
annum? [ think that is the logical con-
clusion to come to; and, if we have, al
the end of our next financial year, n de-

. ficit of half a million, T do not think there
- will be very much difficulty in making it

up. We have a wonderful asset—it is a
moxt extraordinary thing which no other
colony can show—the best narrow-gauge
railway svetem in Australia. with the hest



Annual Estimales :

hauling power and the heaviest railg, and, | says, “I want so and sg0.”

! think, the best-run railways in Aus-
tralia. The railways pay interest on the
money borrowed—that is, five milliona—
their full interest of 34 per cent.; and
there is a profit of 1} per cent.

Mgr. Moran: There 1s the sinking fund.

Mz. DOHERTY : After allowing for
sinking fund, our railwaye pay 7.0 per
cent. on our loan money. QOutside of
the ordinary revenue, you would only
have to find 1§ per cent. on 5 millions to
pay the entire revenue. Is thers any
eountry which can show such a record!
I do not think there is. We have had
a bad year, so they say, in 1897-8, but
still we have this record to show. [
think if there is one fault to be found on
the Government side, it is that they ex-
pect one man to act as Commissioner of
Railways and Direcior of Public Works
Now, when you abolish dual titles in min-
ing, I think you should abolish dual
titles in the Ministry. It is not possible
for a single man to manage such a huge
gystem. You must remember that we
have 1,400 miles of railvay. Is it pos-
sible for one man, who, although he of
gourse cannct do the work personally, is
responsible to this House for it, to put
his hand on every man in that system ;
and, when he has done that, can turn
round and put his hand on every man in
the public works system? I say he can-
not do it.  Is there any railway com-
pany in the United Fingdom having as
many miles of railway as we have, and,
if go, is it managed by one man? No;
the British railway companies have man-
agers receiving large salaries, and, in ad-
dition, they have large boards of direc-
tors to help them ; and we expect one
man to manage an enormous department
like the railways, and then to turn round
and nianage that huge spending depart-
ment, the public works. The position
of the Commissioner of Railways and
Director of Public Works has often pre-
sented iteelf to me in this way: When
the Premier sends round word that the
Estimates are to be nade out, the Direc-
tor of Public Works receives the informa-
tion, and naturally says, “I wonder what
the Commissioner of Railways wants”
The Commissioner of Railways site down
before the Directar of Public Works, and
says, “What do you want?” The other
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Now, it is
very natural that the Director of Public
Works would say, “Well, the Commis-
sioner of Railways is a very decent fel-
low, and I will give him afl he wants.
That is reasonable.” Now, iz not that
& logical conclusion to come to?! He is
practically criticising himself ; and it is
very uatural that the railways get a very
huge slice of our money; whereas, if a
man had to deal with another department
than his own, he would be very chary of
giving it. We know very well that is
80.

Tnp CommizsioNER OF RaiLways: I have
not the control in that way. The depart-
ments are granted special votes by Par-
liament.

Mgr. DOHERTY: Yes; but you have
the asking of the special votes. If it
were in my power, I sghould be very
pleased to see the railways taken out of
the hands of Parliament. 1T should put
them under a good Act, and get a good
board to manage them; and I would
have the railways free from political con-
trol.

Tar ComuissioNer OF RariLways: They
are all going back again to the old syatem
in the eastern colonies.

Mg. DOHERTY : It has not been so in
New South Wales The system in that
colony is.one that is being followed by all
the colonies, and no one can deny that
Eddy worked the railways of New South
Wales up to a pitch never attained in any
other part of Australia. You must havea
board—a separate board—or a separate
Minister. One man cannot mansge two
large spending departments such as these ;
and the sooner the change comes about
the better. I was somewhat surprised at
the member for the Canning (Mr. Wilaon)
speaking about civil service boards. 1
should have thought he would have been
the last man to advocate boards, consider-
ing the late experience we have had with -
the Perth water supply board. The evi-
dence taken at the inquiry might possibly
incline the hon. member to lean towards
a board ; but certainly the House, taking
its cue from the evidence in that particu-
lar inquiry, should be very chary before
allowing any of the public departments to
wander into the care of irresponsible
people like the members of the Metropoli-
tan Waterworks Board. I am sorry that
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the member for Central Murchison is not
in his place- |

Mgz, [uuanaworTH : He is here.

Mr. DOHERTY : Because you said just |
now that nobody ever heard of Western
Australia in’ the old country. I am
pleased to be in a position to teil the hon.
member that, when I was at home, a
gentlema.n asked me who Illmgwort.h WAas,
“because,” said my queriest, “he said in his
speech last year that he advised the Gov-
ernment to sell their £100 stock at 93 ;
8o that people who bought some twelve
months before and paid £101 for it should
be left in the lurch by about £8.© “What
clags of man is he?” said thie gentleman,
and I really could not describe him, but
I thought that the best name to give him
was that of a prophet; and I said that
three monthe after the Estimates were out
—after he had three months for considera-
tion—the hon. member could tell exactly
how the revenue was going to turn out.
Well, we will deal with the hon. member’s
figures on that particular occagion, and
will see how he pans out. T am very glad
that I met that friend, who put me on the
road to find out the true bearing of the
hon. member’s remarks. The hon. mem-
ber says, as quoted in Hansard of 2nd
December, 1897 : —

That has only confirmed what I s and 1
ask, what have the Government done? They

have sold a 4 per cent. bond worth £110 in
the market with & two years’ currency, when
they couwld sell & 3 per cent. bond for £83,
or perhaps as high as £96.

I am going to work these figures out
directly. The hon. member wenf on to
say:—

Supposing the exigencies of the case Tte-
quired that the (lovernment should sell their
bonds at £93 net in the London market to-day,
the 4 per cent. bonds they have sold nre
equivalent in market value to £114 19s. 4d. ;
go that the purchaser has made a profit of £13
19a. 44d. on every £100 bond he has purchased
having two years' currency.

*We will take the hon. member’s own
fipures. He advises the Government to
sell their stock at 93.

[ASSEMBLY

Mg. TLLINGWORTH :
Mr. DOHERTY :
The hon. member cannot centradict his
awn words.

No; he does not.

that, rather than sell their Treasury |
bonds for £100 at 4 per cent., to sell a 3 -
per cent. bond for £93. We will !

work the figures out, and I can assure

I beg his pardon.

He advised the Government !
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. hon. members that they will see that, for

u man who pretends to have any idea of
finance to make such a statement is most
ridiculous, and that he should not be

. listened to in this House.

Mg. Ovpuax: You do not understand
the subject. That is the argument,

Mr. DOHERTY : Weli, I will put it so
clearly before the Committee that even
the hon. membher will understand it. We
will take the million loan on the basis of
the profit from the amount the hon.
member speaks of, and reckon it at 93 ;
that would give £930,000. We would
pay two years’ interest on that at 3 per
cent., which would be £16,000; and de-
ducting £16,000 from. £$30,000, we
have the exact figures of £870,000.
That is the amount for two years' our-
rency that we would have under this
large financial man’s proposition.  Now,
take what the Government did.

Me. Iuuxoworra: That is npot the
proposition at all

Mer. DOHERTY : Allow me. The hon.
twewber can speak afterwards.

Mer. Inuivowortd: I cannot:
what is the matter.

Mr. DOHERTY: This is what the
Government did- The Government
sold a million pounds’ worth of Trea-
sury bills, for which they got £1,010,000.
They also got 1} per cent. on their
£100,000 of Treasury bills. The interest
for two years on that amount is £80,000.

Mr. Morax: 4 per cent.

Mr. DOHERTY: Exactly. Deduct
£80,000 from £1,010,000, and you
have £930,000, against this financial
magnate’s £870 000—a difference of
.£60,000. Now. there is the man who
stands up in this House, and tells you
that he knows all about finance! Why,
if a elerk in your office came in with a
stntement like that, what would you dof
You would diamiss him.

Me. Iruxeworrs: Read the figures I
gave you.

Mg. DOHERTY : These are the actual
fizures. I simply say you are not
worthy of holding any name in this coun-
try as a financier.

THE CHARMAN:

that is

Do not address the

hon, memher.  Address the chair.
Mr. DOHERTY: 1 apologise, Mr.
Chairman. T regret that the hon. mem-

her does not know a little more about
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finance, and that year in and year out
he hag posed bere as financier ; bubt now
he is discovered, he is found out, and
simply through a London man calling
my attention to these fizures. I have
- always heard the hon. member deliver
the same speech every year. Why does
he not get a little stereotype black made
of the speech, to save him the trouble of
delivering it? I will quote again from
Hansard to bear this out, and to show
that the expressions of last year are in-
troduced into this year’s speech. This
is what he said laat year, and these re-
marks remind me of the story about the
gailor and the Jew—you all know what
that means, although 1 cannot tell it in
this House.

Me. IniinewortH: No; I never heard
it.
Mr. DOHERTY : Well, I will tell it to
you, by-and-by. Thie is what the hon.
member told us a few nights ago:—

There is no scarcity of money in the London
market, for on the day when our last lean
wag pub on the market there were thirty-
four millions of gold in the Bank of England.
These are the little things that he tells
us the other day. He tells the Govern-
ment things that they know a great deal
better than the hou. member himself.
He says the money market is ruled by
the Bank of England. Is there a child
in pinafores who does not know thisf
But the hon. member gives it out with
such an air of authority, such an absolute
certainty, as if nobody had ever heard of
it before he announced the fact. Why
does not the hon. member tell us some-
thing fresh? Why does he not say what
he would do to bring the country back to
its position?

Mr. OLpHAM: What would you dof

Mg, DOHERTY: I will tell the hon.
member what I would do, Instead of
having a revenue tariff, I should have o
protective tariff; I would have an unim-
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'
i

' concession for that place.

proved-land tax ; and I would have an ex-

port duty on gold, or on the gold that
does not go through our Mint. With
an unimproved land tax, we should re-
ceive revenue from people who derive a
benefit from the country; and by an ex-
port duty on gold, we should receive a
revenue from people who take our goxd
away. 1 would stop berrowing, prob-
ably.

We started in 1891, and we have !
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built up everything since then. The
country was then destitute of public
buildings, and we have erected them ail
since that time. If we had a really
sound, sensible revenue, we should be
able to do a great deal,

Mr. [uuivgworti : If you can persuade
the Government-to do what you suggest,
I will help you.

Mr. DOHERTY : The hon. member for
the Canning (Mr. Wilson), seemed to be
sore about the spending power of the
Governmenl—what he called the extrava-
gance of the Government. A most pecu-
liar thing about that is, that not many
days ago, the hon. member introduced a
deputation to the Premier with the
object of asking the Government to pur-
chase a park. This park was entirely out
of the hon. member’s constituency, but he
wanted the Government to buy that park
dor £12,000. Anyone who knew this
land which it was desired the Govern-
ment should purchase for u park, knew
that it could have been bought the day
befare for £2,000. Probably the hon.
member did not know this. If the hon.
wember did know it, and knowing that
the country wnnted money, as he says,
he should not have wished the Govern-
ment. to penalise itself to the extent of
£10,000, when £2,000 would have
bought the land.  Perhaps the hon.
wember can explain that to the Com-
mittee, :

Mr. WiLsox : I do not think I ever in-
troduced a deputation about a park.
Prove your statement.

Mr. DOHERTY: The hon. member
was always opposed to the Bunbury
harbour works, but when he can get any-
thing out of Bunbury he is in favour of a
The Bun-
bury harhour worke are very good, then,
for the member knows that every one
of his vessels thdt goes into the port of
Bunbury can be teken in with greater
safety. We have to sit quietly by and
listen to these things. There is one
particular expenditure that appears on
the Estimates which I take exception to.
It is hardly fair to mention it, because
50 many members have touched. upon the
point.  Following up what the member
for the Canning said, I think there should
be district boards controlling hospitals;
that these hoards should be established
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under an Act of Parliament, and if the
inhabitants of the district where a hos-
pital is situated contribute £1, the Gov-
ernment should give 135, The Govern-
ment have no right to support hospitals
any more than to support boarding-
houses. We know it is.necessary to help
people when they are hard up; but the
way in which the Government have been
keeping the Coolgardie Hospital going
with champagne is monstrous. I think
it should certainly be stopped. Itis no
good cloaking these matters, for they are
public scandals. I think the Govern-
went should stop this sort of thing that
has been going on.

Mr Inuxgwomrh: Every one should
not suffer for Coolgardie.

Mr. DOHERTY : Then you might tell
us about Cue.

Mr. ILuNgworTH: There is no cham-
pagne up there. .

Me. DOHERTY: There is one thing I
wish to refer to, and that is the civil ser-
vice. There has been a great outery
about the deficit; but has there ever been
a gountry in Australia which has not had
n deficit?  In Victoria, they have a defi-
eit vear after year. and now the country
i« improving day by day. Take the ex-
ample of New South Waler.  The Trea-
surer in his last speech stated there wasna
deficit, and yet trade in New South Wales
was never better than at present. Is it
necessary to say that a country is rotten,
hecruse it has n deficit? 1 will ask the
member for Central Murchieon that ques-
tion{

MR. ILuxewortE: No.

M=. DOHERTY : The hon. member ad-
mits that it is not so. Because we have
a deficit, it does not show we are bank-
rupt, nor that we are paupers. I want to
say that I hope the Government will not
earry out the wholesale dismissal of pub-
lic servants for the purpose of cutting
down the Estimates, which may probably
be reduced in this way by a few hundreds
of pounde. The public servants in this
country cane here in nll good faith, and
we should keep faith with them. Before
the Government should dirmiss the public
servants in a wholesale moanner, theyv
should ¢o carefully into the whole ques-
tion. It would be better to have a deficit
than to turn men out into the world.
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Give the country time to rest itself, and '

.ta give an example.
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probably at the end of iwelve monthe there
will be no need for dismissals, and we
shall have prosperity. We shall then
have our Treasury overfloving with sove-
reigns, and business will be increased,
which will mean a great advantage to us.
A great deal has been said about the Ub-
servatory, and a great many people have
a “down” on the Observatory. 1 want to
say 1 have no “down” on the Observatory.
1 have walked from the railway station
often, and I have had to hold my hat on
ar 1 came through the streets; I did not
know what was the matter with 1t, but
when I came into' the House I saw by the
notice from the Obgervatory that it was
blowing in Perth. Is it not a good idea
te know that? I knew' what was the
matter with my bat then. Another time
I have come out, and I have wondered
what was wrong with me. I felt cold and
miserable. T have come inside this House
and found, according to the notice, that it
was raining in Perth. These things are
worth knowing ; but it is a pity the astro-
nomer could not tell us these things a
day before they happened, so that we
could have brought our wmbrellas and
voats with us.

Mzr. Ououan: Is that worth .£350,000
a year?

Mr. DOHERTY : There i+ another ilem
which hag been touched on by the hon.
member for the Canning, who described it
a8 u terrible tax. He said our people
were taxed at the rate of £18 per head.
Of course, he was wrong ; we always ex-
pect that he will be. Our taxation is not
£18 per head : that includes the railways.
Supposing we had a taxation of say £8
per head, and supposing the taxation in
New South Wales is £4 a head-——

Mnr. Ituxgworta : 1t is less than that.

Mz, DOHERTY : Well, take it at £2
per head, and take our taxation at £4 a
head. Take Victoria; say the taxation
there is £4 per head, and in this colony
it is £8 per head—I am taking the hon.
member’s fimures, and it does not matter
to me what the taxationis ; I simply want
Take the taxation in
Victoria at £4 per head, and the taxac:en
in Western Australia at £8 per head.

MR. OLpHaxM: But you are not right.

Ma. DOHERTY : T say that our peopie
are earning exactly double what tae
peuple in the other -colonies are earning.
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The miner in Victoria earns £2 or £2 ds. | namely, that this is a debate, and an occa-

per week, and in this colony the miner
earns £4 to £4 Ba. a week, If you have
taxation at the rate of £8 per head here,
and at the rate of £4 per head in Vie-
toria, still we have double the wages here
to pay the tex with. Therefore, it is
not such a terrible thing as was attempted
to be put by the member for the Uan-
ning. If in any other country a man re-
ceived £1, and in this country he only
received 10s,, then it would be a different
matter. I hope we shall always have pro-
sperity in this counfry. In conclusion, I
vish hon membera to take the advice of
the Premier and have s little hope, and not
use political policy to condemn the conn-
try. We are young and we must put
shoulder to shoulder to help the country
along. Do not ery down the country, and
do not say it is not worth living in. If
we have a deficit, what is jt?

Mg. ILaxeworTH: We do not ery tle
country down.

Mgr. DOHERTY : You are always cry-
ing the country down,

Mr. InuwgworTH: We never said
you said it yourself.

Mr. DOHERTY: We want hon. mewm-
bers oppesite to join with us, and if they
have any policy let them put it forward,
and let us see what it is, and whether it
will help ns. The member for Central
Murchison Las told us nothing new ; he
has only criticised the Estimuates. If that
hon. member has anything to say which
can asgist us, and which can get the coun-
try out of the present difficulty, let him
tell us what it is, but do not let hon. mem-
bers cry the country down, as they are
now doing. I do not know a great deal
about Scripture, but it says that a man
ginned seven times a day, and was for-
given. We are willing to forgive the hon.
member seven times a day, if he will .»y
to asgist the ecountry into a better nosi-
tion.

Mr. CONOLLY (Dundas): A good deal
has already been said on the Estimafes,
by one speaker or another, and from both

sides of the House pretty nearly everv-,

thing has been said that practioallv can
be said on the financial condition of the
eolony. My main reason for getting up
et this late hour of the debate is the same
as that given by the member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) when he sroke.

sion on which every member should place
his opinien on record, as to the condition
of the colony and its past and future man-
agement, For this object alone, I wixh
to say a few words. On both sides of the
House, during the course of the debate,
two very decided opinions have been ex-
pressed. On the one side, the whole of
the depression and trouvle this colony is
undergoing has been placed on the
ghoulders of the Government. On the
other side, the whole of the trouble and
depression has been credited to extraneous
causes, and not regarded in any way as
the result of the policy of the Govern-
ment. Looking at the whole situation
from a fair and reasonable standpoint,
there are many causes which have brought
about this temporary depression. It can-
not. be attributed o one cause, and jro-
bably the hon. member for Central Mut-
chizon (Mr. Illingworth) and the mewber
for Coclgardie (Mr. Morgans) mentioned
the principal causes. There causes iy
be placed under three headings. The
first is undoubtedly the vessation of the
influx of investing capital into this colony,
and there are perfectly fair and reason-
nhle vauses for this cessation. The second
cause is the injudicious and, in many
cases, the unnecessary manper in which
the Government have expended public
money ; and that undoubtedly is a very
potent cause.  The third cause is simply
what every mnn who Iooks about
can gee, namely, the reaction after o boom.
These three causes are really the root of
the temporary depression which seems to
have come on the colony, and, looking at
the matter in all its bearings, I cannot
say that any one of those causesisserious,
or could not be very easily remedied, if
taken in a proper way. In some resvects,
I agree with the member for Coolgardie,
when, in his usual pleasant manner, and
with characteristic confidence and hepe
in the future, he said there was no ground
for any fear, and that, practically, every-
thing was going on very well; but T can-
nol altogether agree with the hon. mem-
ber. I dn not think evervthing is cong
well, or would go well, if we all assumed the
tone and spirit of the hon. member. The
first thing we have to do is to look things
fairly and squarely in the face, and apply
those remedies which undoubtedly are



2816  Annual Eslimates :
necessary. The main rewmedy is, ot to
be afraid of the situation. There is no-
thing to be afraid of, and if reasonanle
action be taken, this colony, in a very
short time, will be placed in a thoroughly
sound and satisfactory condition. In
Eact, what we are pleased to call depres-
sion, simply means we are paesing from
an abnormal and unnatural condition to
a sound, solid, and normal condition.

Mr. Morax: What is a normal condi-
tion?

Mr. CONOLLY: That is simply a
matter of contrast or comparison. Up
to the present, large amounts of money
have been streaming into the colony, and
now the flow has temporarily ceased, and,
owing to the contrast, we immediately be-
lieve the colony has become insolvent.
it appears to me, however, that many ex-

cellent results will acerue to us from the
lesson which 1, for one, am glad to see this
colony has recewed at such an early stage
in its history. There are excellent rea-
sons why the influx of capital is not going
on ag it did. The people who have in-
vested money in Western Australia are,
it is reasonable to assume, sound commer-
cial and business men, and they are, na-
turally enough, waiting for some return;
and I have no doubt whatever that, when
our goldfields prove what we all know
them really to be-—probably the most ex-
tensive and richest in the world—we shall
get a good, steady influx of investing ca-
pital into the colony again. We may,
with all reasonable confidence, look for-
ward ¢o that very satisfactory state of
nfairs at no very distant date. Taking
the third reason, namely, the reaction after
the boom, I ask hon. members, who know
the past history of any of the colonies,
whether the same reaction has not oe-
curred in every case. Indeed, we cannot
point to any one of the other colonies in
which a gimilar reaction hag not occurred.
The only difference is, that, in some of
the eastern colonies there has been a really
serious depression, the result of a far
greater boom than we had here, and, con-
sequently, the reaction has been in pro-
portion. In Western Australia the reac-
tion has occurred at a very early stage,
and, consequently, will not be so serious.
In regard to the expenditure of public
money, the Government are simply ex-
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| have foreseen; snd, in saying this, I do
| not wish to blame the Government for
| anything that has not been their fault.
The Government, with the Premier at
their head. have, I believe, a sincere and
real desire to see the colony succeed and
prosper. But they should have acted with
rather more foresight, and the present
position is sinply the result of their at-
tempting te carry out a gigantic nolicy of
public works, wich such a small popula-
tion as this colony possesses. The pre-
sent position is practically due to trying
to do what, in any other country, would
be regarded as impossible. Furthermore,
the Government have ignored and dis-
couraged that medium, of which every
nther country has taken advantace to
further its development—namely, the me-
dium of private enterprise. In this
colony, for reasons we have all heard in
this House, in connection with conces-
gions granted in former times to private
people, the Government have steadilv
and perseveringly turned their faces
against that medium, and the result is
that the colony has had to bear the whole
cost of development. It will come as a
matter of coneiderable satisfaction, not
only to members of this Houge, hut to
many thinking men outside, that the Pre-
mier has so far relented in the prejudice,
which undoubtedly the Government have
hitherto shown, as to state that, on rea-
sonable terms, private enterprige will he
allowed to carry out works which the Gov-
ernment are not in a position to under-
take. That alone is most honefyl, arnd
will, in & great measure, assist in restor-
ing the colony to a prosperous condition.
I agree with the member for Coolgardic
when he says that it would be better for
this colony to close the financial year
with- a small deficit, rather than go on with
the wholesale and fearful retrenchment
which the Government have initiated.
That, undoubtedly, is the worst feature of
the lack of foresight which the Govern-
ment have shown in the management of
public affairs. They have allowed finan-
cial difficulties to accumulate from vear
to vear, until at last they have been ob-
liged, suddenly, and at a counle of
months’ notice. to do what they should
have done two years ago. That has un-
- doubtedly cuused a very severe shock.

periencing what they undoubtedly should | which we never should have felt, and which
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the colony would never have realised, had
steps been taken at the proper time, and in
due moderntion. Still, after the policy
which the Premier has declared both this
evening and formerly, there is every rea-
son to believe the colony will be placed ona
sounder financial bagis in the future, and
commercially and industrially will ocoupy
# much more flourishing position. It
merely requires a little more ordinary
common sense and retrenchment to bring
about this end. The colony has im-
menge resources, and, while we have a
small population, our debt, though per
capite it may be larwe, iz very small in
proportion to the debts of the other colo-
nies. It is absurd to think that one-
third of Australia is going to be very long
with only 170,000 peovle—a ponulation
which searcely represents that of a Mel-
bourne or Sydney suburb. To state that
thc population is going to stand at ita
preseni basiz is unreasonable; and, al-
though we shall never see the big influx of
population we had two or three years ago,
we may reagonably look forward to a good
steady influx of people vear after year.
That influx of population, accomnanied
with a fair and resgonable expenditure—
that is to sav. a considerable retrench-
ment on the expenditure of the last two
of three years—and with a judicious use
of private enterprise to assist in the de-
velopment of the colony, will give West-
ern Australia a very hopeful and a tho-
roughly sound and successful future.
There is no cause for fear. If we look
inte the matter rensonably, we can con-
oratulate ourselves that this slight check
or depression has occurred at such an
early stage. It has taught us & lesson
which cost the eastern colonies many mil-
lions more tolearn. For that reason alone
we need not look with such a gloomy
eye at the present condition of the colonv.
I only hope in conclusion, that the
Premier and the colony will carry out
in every respect the policy which the
right hon. gentleman has declared with re-
ference to the Budget. We have seen nne
gerious retraction of the whole policy of
the Government, and I hope we shall not
gee another. If T may be allowed to ex-
press an opinion one way or the other on
this question, it seems to me the Premier
has fully realised the danger in which the
colony stands, and has made un his mind
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to face things squarely, and to remedy
them by the best and quickest means.

Mg. EENNY (North Murchison): I lis-
tened with great attention to the able
speeches delivered from all sides of the
House. I must honestly confess that 1
neither possess the ability nor the inclina-
tion to add one word to them. Already
this debate has occupied a very long time,
and I have no desire either to pose as a
financial expert, to play the part of a
candid friend to the hon. genilemen oc-
cupying the 'Treasury benches, or Lo
preach an “ordinary” to this hon. House :
but, with all eincerity, I would say, let us
look not into the past, which comes not
back again, but, rather, wisely improve the
present, and go forth into the future with-
out fear and with manly hearts.

Question—that the first vote, “His Ex-
cellency the Governor, £1,055,” be agreed
to—put and passed.

This concluded the debate on policy.

DEBATE ON ITEMK.

Ezerutive Council, £268—-agreed to.

Legislative Council. £1.920—agreed to.

Legislative Assembly, £4,910—agreed

to.
The Treasury, £10,465—agreed to.
Londen Agency, £4,250—agreed to.
Customs, £31,407 :
''AE PREMIER moved, as an amend-
ment, that, in item 81, the words “Sub
Collector and” be inserted before “Landing
Surveyor.”

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. JAMES (referring to Customs
Was provision made in the
Estimates for the appointment of excise
officers for the collection of exeise duties,
and aleo for looking after the quality of
liquor sold?

Tre PREMIER: Provision wag not
made in the Estimates, because the matter
was net arrapged when the Estimates were
prepared ; but it would not prevent the
Government from carrying out the law,
and arrangements were now being com-
pleted.

Mg ILLINGWORTH : It was highly de-
girable that the Government should have
officers of excise, because he believed it
would lead to a very large increase of the
revenue. He was informed that a very
large number of people in this city carried
on the illicit sale of liquors. besides which,
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there was the illicit meanufaciure of
liquors, which paid no duty whatever, and
we kpnew this did great damage to pereons

[ASSEMBLY.]

who consumed them, in addition to inter-

fering with the revenue of the country.

Mg, MORAN: Were the Government
doing anything for the goldfields?

Tur Presier: Yes.

Mr. MORAN: The amount of liquer
sold in Western Australia by persons who
paid no licenss at all was astonighing, the
liquor sold in licensed houses being only a
circumstance, in comparison.

Mr. DOHERTY : The officers engaged
in the collection of excise in the breweries
could carry out the Act.

Tee PREMIER: There was no provi-
sion, but he might say the coliection of
excige duty on beer was now heing carried
out without any extra expense, He found
that in South Australia they did the same
thing.

Vote, as amended, put and passed.

Harbour and light, £15,882:

Mr, JAMES: What had been done in
connection with the multitude of small
boats of all sorts, including steam
launches, kept at Fremantle for Govern-
ment purposesl

Tve PREMIER : There was one launch
belonging to the Medical Department at
Fremantle.

M. JAMES: How many others wer
there belonging to departments! Ther:
had been complaint about so much
extravagance and the uselessness of some
of the boats. He would like to know
which were useful and which were not.
A preat number were entirely useless

Tae PREMIER: Some of them were
wanted in connection with public works.

My. ILLINGWORTH: Did the Pre
mier infend, in going through the Esti-
mates, to make any deductions with a
view to bringing them within the pro
bable income? Were the Committee
called upon to pass the whole of the es-
timated expenditure, with a clear pros
pect that the money would not be forth-
coming to meet it?

Tre PREMIER: It was proposed to
ask the Committee to pass the Estimates
a8 they stood. It would be impossible
to deal with them in any other wa¥, after
having placed them on the table; but
not only he (the Premier), but everv
other member of the Government and

Treasury Voles.

every head of a department, would dc
everything possible to reduce the expen
diture. If the revenue did not keep up
the expenditure would be kept down,
If, on the other hand, the revenue came
up to expectations, there would not be
such necessity for cutting down the esti
mated expenditure.

Mg. Iuuixawortn: That
clearly understood.

Tag PREMIER: That was the desire
of the Government.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: Would it be
necessary for the Committee to seek oul
items upon which deductions should be
made?

Tue PREMIER: Possibly some itens
might be struck out, and he would feel
obliged if members would point out any
that could be dispensed with,

Mz, ILLINGWORTH : It would be diu.
cult for members to deal with single
iteme.

Tee PREMIER: True.
it himself.

Mzn. TLLINGWORTH : The assurance of
the Governinent could be aceepted ; but it
should e understood that the Committes
were authorising this estimated expendi-
ture only in case it should be absolutely
necessary. It was too much to expect
the Government to recast their BEsti-
mates ; but it should be understood that
the Government would not spend all this
maney, although suthorised to do so, if
they could possibly restrict their expen-
diture.

Mr. DOHERTY : Was there any inten-
tion of reducing the heads of departments,
and using the money so saved to avoid
the necessity of dismissing men receiving
small galaries?

Tag PREMIER: It was not proposed
to reduce any salaries included in the
Estimates this year. Officers who were
not wanted would be got rid of ; but the
galaries of individuals would not be at-
tacked, though care would be taken not
to give extravagant salaries to any new
officers who might be engaged.

Mr. Moray: The police salaries had
been reduced all round,

Tug PREMIER : No; only some allow-
anceg, he believed.

Mg, JAMES: If any question did arise
with regard to a reduction of salaries,
it should be remrembered that last year

should be

He had tried
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ihe ofticers of the Works Department re-
ceived increases they were not entitled
to, because the Minister, or whoever was

as directed. That department, therefore,
should be the first to be cut down, go as
ta bring it to the level of the other de-
purtments.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH suggested that
the items should be passed en bloc.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): An explana-
tien was due with regard to the Works
Departinent, as a misapprehension had
arisen with respect to the salaries. The
Estimates placed before the House were
subject to misconstruction, because the
officers of his department had been
breught up to a level with other branches
of the public eervice, and then immedi-
alely cut down. They, therefore, had
gained no advantage over other depart-
ments.

Item, upkeep and inaurance, uniforin
for officers and crew of Penguin:

Me. CONNOR: Items 70 to 75 already
previded for the master, pilot, and crew
of the steamer Penguin.  Such items
should not be passed without discussion.

Tee PREMIER : This item was for in-
surance, ete.  Certainly the allowances
appeared to be large; but the Penguin
could not be dispensed with. She was
uzed for looking after the buoys along
the coast of the colony, which were pre-
viously attended to by a lighter engaged
by the Government at an even greater
axpense. This steamer was also useful
in connection with harbour works, and for
giving assistance to ships: and, though
expensive, she paid her way.

Ttem passed.

Other items ngreed to, and the vote
passed.

Government Stores, £5,525:

Item, Clerke and labourers occasion-
ally employed, £2,000:

Me. DOHERTY : How wete these men
employed ?

Tae PREMIER : The Government
Storekeeper stated, in his renort, that he
hoped to save the whole of this £2,000

(11 Gerorer, 1898.]
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responsible, did not cut down the salaries .
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| Literary, Scientific, and Agricultural
(Frants, £12,250—agreed to.

Pengions, £5,161 16e 2d.:

Hox. 8. BURT asked whether it was
the intention of the Guvernment to give
effect to the recommendation of the
board of governors of the High Schoot
(Perth), in regard to the retired second
master, Mr. E. W, Haynes. In the re-
port, the governors of the High School re-
commended that some recompense be
given to Mr. Haynes for his many years of
labour. Mr. Haynes was to retire at the
end of the year, and was now on leave
of absence on full pay. The governors
of the scheol were precluded from more
adequately recognising the valuable work
done by Mr. Haynes by pgranting him
either a retiring pension or a gratuity.
At the time when the High School was
established Mr. Haynes generously gave
up the establishment which he owned at
the time, and which was progressing
tavourably, bringing him in some retura,
and transferred his scholars to the High
School with himself. This was done at
the request of the Government, and Mr.
Haynes's scholars forimed the nucleus of
the High School. It was thought that
if Mr. Haynes continued in opnosition to
the High School, the success of the High

" School would not be so assured. Tt was
understood that at the end of this gen-
tleman’s rervice, a similar treatment
would be meted out to him aa
was meted out to the public echool-

masters in the elementary schools
under the Public Education Depart-
ment. The High School was nct

exactly on the same foofing as the State
schools, but it received a Government
gratuity, without which it could not have
existed. At the end of 13 or 14 years,
Mr. Haynes had been asked to retire for
ne particular reason, only it waz con-
sidered it would be well to try some new
blood in the schoel. Mr. Haynes was
& most efficient teacher, a8 many engaged
in businesd and professional work about
tle colony could testify. = He was al-
ways congidered one of the best teachers
of the school since its formation, and he

at the end of the year, when he got into
new premises.

Ttem passed.

Other items amreed to, and the vote |
pazsed.

. the governars of the High School.

had attended to his work more assidu-
ougly than any other man in the service.
 The Government should not pass over
such a recommendation as that made by
No
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provision had been made on the Esti-

mates for granting a fitting gratuity to
Mr. Haynes, and he would ask if it was
the intention of the Premier to suggest
any gratuity to the Committee.

Mr. JAMES said he wished to add his
heartfel* testimony to the public servic:
which Mr. Haynes had dischargmed to-
wards the colony whilst connected with
the educational institutions of the colony.

He (Mr. James) spoke with deep feelings

ol personal gratitude towards Mr. Haynes,
who wag the one man to whom, during
the few years of his (Mr. James’s) school
life he owed all that he learned, and he
might say it was to Mr, Haynes he owed
the position he wecupied to-day. He was
only recently speaking to one of the
youngest boys attending the High School,
and he (Mr. James) was delighted to find
that the testimony of this boy was similar
to his own experience. After a long and
faithful service Mr. Haynes was entitled
‘e gome recompensge, and he hoped the
rovernment would see their way clear to
adopt the recommendation which the gov-
ernors of the High School had made.

Mgr. A. FORREST: When the debate
cecurred last year in reference to the
Bigh School, he was one of the members
who spoke most strongly in regard to a
ckange being necessary in the High
School. He never dreamt, at that time,
that Mr. Haynes, who had really initiated
the school, would be the first to be re-
moved.- He (Mr. Forrest) had said it was
necessary, in the interests of this country,
that a better class of tenchers should ve
eppointed to the schoel, and he had sup-
ported an increased vote for that purpose.
Mi. Haynes had done good work in his
time, and it was only fitting that the Trea-
surer ghould place a sum of money on
the Estimates as a pension. It was not
desirable  to grant a pratuity, and it
would be better to give a pension,
There was an item before the Committee
fo; a pension to Mr. G.'F. Poole, Iate Ax-
sistant Engineer-in-Chief, £170 a vear.

Mr. Jaues: For how long?

Ma. A. FORREST : For life. If Mr.Poole
was entitled to this peosion, surely Mr.
Haynes, who had devated many vears of
bis life to the service of the State in the

High School on a small salary of £250 |

# vear, should have a pension granted to
him, when a gentleman like Mr. Poole,

Trearury Vofes.

aften a few years' service was to receive a
peusion of £170 a year, It was difficult
ty see why one servant of the State should
not be entitled to a pension in the same
wny as other officers of the Stdte; and
it was to be hoped some provision would
Le made for Mr. Haynes in the Supple-
mmentary Estimates.  Last year many
members, and especially those whose
children were attending the High School,
urged the necessity for bringing the

+ school up to a higher standard, so that

veung people need not be sent out of the
cclony to be educated. On that occasion,
an increased vote for the echool was
unanimously passed; but it was never
understood that the gentleman who had
really inaugurated thiz establishment
should be the first to go. He would be
sorry to say the governors of the
school were wrong in their decision ; but,
congidering the work Mr. Haynes had
dene, that gentleman was more entitled
to a pension than many persons whose
names figured on the list before the Com-
mittee.

Mgr. CONNOR: The way in which the
Estimates were being rushed through was
almost indecent. There ought to be
further discussion, and he suggested that
progress be reported.

Tre PREMIER: The recommendation
in the report of the governors of the High
&chool, in veference to Mr. Haynes, had
noct been specially brought under his
votice. Some reports presented he read,
and some he did not, before they went
on to the Printer: and, as he had said,
the recommendation of the governors
hac not been brought directly under his
attention. The recommendation was a
general one, and he would have much pre-
ferred a epecial recommendation, so that
he could have found out what was in the
winds of the governors of the school. The
Superannuation Aet only provided pen-
sionn for persons in the permanent civil
service of the country, and he did not
know whether Mr. Haynes could be said
te be in the permanent civil service. If
it could be legally shown that Mr. Haynes
war in that position, the matter could
vagily be arranged ; but he (the Premier!
c¢id not think Mr. Haynes was in the per
manent civil service, merely because th
High School had been given a certail
arnual vote. The only way he saw ¢
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dealing with the case was by & gratuity. !

He must confess he had not con-
sidered the question, although the mem-
her for the Ashburton (Hon. S. Burt) had
brought it under his attention; =and
he would like to consult the gov-
ernore. of the High School in regard to it.
He believed this officer had done good
service in his position, and many young
men occupying good posts in the colony
had been taught by him. Jt was difficult
to desl with these matters. All he could
ask was to have the matter left open for
consideration, and he would consult with
thu governors to see what could be done.
He hardly thought the Superannuation
Act would apply.

Item, G. T. Poole (late) Assistant En-
gineer-in-Chief, £170:

Mn. JAMES asked for explanation of

this item ; also item 72, J. ¥. Stone, Im- _

migration Agent, ete., £65 12s. 6d.
Tas PREMIER : Item 63 related to the
Assigtant Engineer-in-Chief. The officers

desired the Government to abolish the -

office. For one reason or another the ad-
ministration was not considered altogether

satisfactory, but there was no fault what- |

ever to find with the capabilities of the
officer, who tas one of the most com-
petent architects in the colony. -He was
imported from England years ago, and

occupied the position of Government .

Architect, or superintendent of public
works, or whatever the position was; but

the time arrived when the head of the de- '

partment (Hon. F. H. Piesse) was reor-
ganiging it, and then it was desired that
another officer should be placed in charge.
The Government could not say this officer
wus incompetent, and the only way was
under the Superannuation Act to abolish
the office; therefore the office wan
abolished. As a rule, the Government
allowed so many years extra in computing
the superannuation ellowance ; hut in this
instance nothing extra was allowed. The
Government offered a lump sum or & pen-
sion, which they believed he was entitled
to; and he chose the pension. With re-
gard io item 72, the Governmeént had no
option. About 19 years ago this officer
acted as Immigration Agent and officer to
oarry out the Passengers’ Aot, and he was
subsequently transferred to a division in
which he could not carry out those duties,
being made Superintendent of the Prigon.

[11 Ocroser, 1898.]
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He obtained a letter from the Governor,
saying that whenever he retired he should
receive a salary of £17 10s. a year.
Eventually he retired from the penal ser-
vice.  All the Government could do was
to carry out the arrapgement made.

Mr. JAMES: How long was this syatem
of pensions to continue? The office of im-
migration agent in this colony was a small
matter, a merely formal affair; yet this
ofticer, after serving for 19 years, received
a pension of £17 10s. per annum.

Tge PREMIER: Such a o¢ase could
hardly occur again. There had been a
complaint that the pensicn was too small.

Item agreed to, and the vote passed.

Refunds, £3,000—agreed to.

Misceflaneous Services, £86,683 9s.
7d.:

Mzr. A. FORREST moved that progress
be reported.

Put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again.

COMPANIES ACF AMENDMENT BILL.

Received from the Legistative Council,
and, on the motion of MR, Morax, read a
first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House ndjourned at 11.16 p.m. until
the next day. .



