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Amendment-that the Bill be read
this day six months-put, and a division
taken aith the following result: -

Ayes... .. .. .. 6
Noes... ... ... ... 7

Majority against ... ... I

Ayes.
Rom. R. GA. Barges.
Bon. R. S. Haynes:
Hon. J1. K. Riohardson
Boa. H J. Sunder
Hon. F.' Iil. Stone.

(Teller)

Noes.
Hon. L. K. Congdon
Hon. C. E. Diempster
Hon. A. B. Kidson
Rom. W. T1. Loton
Hoo. 1). McKay
Hon. G. Randell
Ron. E. Mot~arty

(Teller)
Amendment thus negatived.
Question-that the Bill bea read a,

second time-put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Noes ... ... ... 6

Ayes.
Bon. D. K. Congdonj
Hon. C. E. JDempster
Hon. A. B. Kideon
Hon. D. McKay
Hon. 0. Randall
Run, E. Metarty

(Teller)

Noes.
Ron. H. G. Barges
Ronm R. S. Haynes
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon. H. J. Saunders
Ron. F. M'. Stone
Hon. C. A. Piesso

(Taller)

THE PRESIDENT: The voting being
equal, I give my vote with the "ayes," so
as to afford further opportunity for dis-
cuzssn the Bill.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 8.26 pam, un-

til the next day.

TtcrrsI t ibt Assembip.,
fI'iesday, 11th October, 18,98.

Papers presented-Question: Closing of Ceme-
tery, Perth-Question: Goomnalling Rail-
way Project and Laud Ronts.-Chainnata of
Committees (Acting): Appointment-An-
nual Estimates, in Committee of Supply ;
debate on financial 'policy resumed and
ooncluded ; Estimates passed, pages 17 to
30-Companies Act Amendment Bill, first
reading-Adjournment.

Tim SPEAKiEl took the chair at d.30
o'clock, p.m.

PRtAYE Is.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the PREMIER: Telephone Regula-
tions, amended. Millar's Ear and Jar-
1 al Forests Company, Limited, Copy of
Agreement re Torbay Railway Concession.
Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks, lie-.
port of Registrar for 1897.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION: CLOSING OF CEMETERY.
EAST PERTH.

ME. WILSON asked the Premier, when
it w'as expected that the new cemetery
would be ready, and the necessary ar-
rangments made to close the old ceme-
tery.

The PREMIER (Bight Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) replied, that it was expected that the
new cemetery would be ready about the
beginninvg of next year, and as soon as it
was, the arrangements for closing the old
cemetery would be proceeded with.

QUESTION: OOMAILING RAILWAY
PROJECT AND LAND RENTS.

MNI. QUINLAN asked the Premier,-l,
Whether he was aware that a large
amount of land had been taken up in
the Goonialling district in the expecta-
tion of railway facilities being provided
for the settlers. 2, Whether it was the
intention of the Government at an early
date to construct such a railway. 3, If
not, whether the Government were pre-
pared to remit the rents of such settlers
until such railway facilities had been pro-
vided.

Afunicipal Bill.
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Tiu PREMI1ER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied-I, I have been so in-
formed. 2, The Government are unable
to do so this year. 3, The Government
regret being unable to do so.

CH[AIRMIAN OF COADITETEES (ACTINGU)
APPOINTED.

On the motion of the PREMIER, Sir Jas.
G. Lee-Steere (Speaker) was atinointed
temporarily as Chairman of Committees
during the unavoidable absence of Mr.
Harper.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
DEBATE ON FINANCIAL POLICY.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
Debate resumed, from the last sitting, on

the motion of the Premier that the first
item, "His Excellency the Governor, Aide-
de-camp, £260," b~e agreed to.

MR. OLDHAM (North Perth) : Before
venturing to address the fe~v remarks
which I have to make on this particular
subject, I desire to congratulate the
member for Cenitrall Murchison (Mr. II-
lingworth) upon the able manner in
which he placed before this House, and
th" people of the country, in his speech
the other evening, the state of the
finances. I cannot congratulate the
right hon. gentleman who leads the Gov-
ernment in this resjedt, because I be-
lieve the member for Central Murchison
thoroughly exploded and confounded all
the absurd ideas put forward by the Pre-
rajer, as an announcement of the
financial policy of the Government. I
have a few words also to say to the ni-
her for Coolgardie (,%r. M~organs), and
I find it extremely difficult to congratu-
late him upon the manner in which he
erdeavoured to justifv' the actions of the
Governmenit in the past, with respect to
our financial n~osition, as it appears to
us and the country at the present mo-
mnt. t have not the slightest doubt

that members, who, up to the p~resent,
ha~ve followed. t ,fe Government through
thick and thin, think that little good can
alise out of any discussion upon the
Estimates at this saLe, for the reason
that we have had tIe matters before
us, either in one rormi or another, in the
deliates which have taken place. I sup-
pose it is paxticularly unpalatable to

the gentlemen who sit upon the Ministe-
rial benches to have their policy of con-
cealment placed before the country in the
vivid manner in which the member for
Central Murchison put it beore the
Hlouse . It must be particularly Impala-
toble to the right hon. gentleman who
controls the, great spending department
o f this country to have this policy of con-
cealment and the management, or rather
mismanagement, of the country so clearly
exposed by the member who made such
at brilliant speech the other evening. I
suppose I shall. be told, before I reach
the end of my speech, that I anticipated
everything. That seems to be one of the
favourite arguments of the right hon.
gentleman. If any member on this side
gets up for the purnose of criticising the
actions of the Government-and ninny
times criticising them, not for political
reasoins, but in perfectly good faith-it
always seems to me that the Premier
very glibly settles the question by simi-
ply saying in three words, "You don't
urnderstand." What I do understand,
apt! what every business mnan in this
country understands at the present nio-
ient, is that we have a deficit of
£316,000, and to my mnind a balance of
£1 86,000 upon the wrong side or the
ledger is an extremely serious matter,
iuhich no man, whether a workman, a
merchant, an iminorter, or a manufactu-
rer finds it difficult to understand. if
tbc. Government could have reasonably
argued that this deficit was the result of
some unforeseen circumstances, and was
cccasioned by circumstances over which
they had no control, there might possi-
bly have been some excuse for them:
but, even supposing it were through cir-
cumstances over which they had no con-
trol, I suppose the country could reason-
ably regret that the affairs of Western
Australia were placed in the hands of
p-ersons who have shown such an utter
ivant of knowled~e of the conditions at-
taching to Australian colonies, and such
deplorkbls ignorance regarding the
finances. Is it not a fact that there have
been many occasions upon which they
have had warning after warning? Is it
not a fact that time after time the affairs
of this country have been brought before
their notice by gentlemen sitting on this
(the Opposition) side of the House? It
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cannot be denied that it is a tact; and
is it not a fact that if the finances of this
country had been properly placed before
this House, it would have been impossi-
bit for the Government to pledge the
Legislature and the country to the expen-
dliture of that vast Nt of money which
L involved in the Coolgardie wvater sup-
ply scheme? I ask members wvho sit on
that (the Government) side of the House,
whether, if they had known the real po-
sition we were in at the time this scheme
wvan brought before the House, they
iculd have voted for it? Would they
have pledged themselves to that particu-
lar scheme? I am suire many of them
feel very sorry that a vote has been
taken upon that question, knowing full
west that we, on our part, have pledged
the credit of the country, pledged all our
securities practically, to the carrying out
of this undertaking, and by placing all
our eggs in one basket have prevented
ourselves front carrying out other works
which are of quite as great importance
to this country as the Coolgardie water
supply scheme. I would like to ask
niembers opposite how they propose to
justify their position before the countrvy
Is it not a fact that the right hon. gen-
tleman has been compelled to abandon
the policy which was foreshadowed by
the Governor's speech-a policy of rail-
way construction which was ntecessary

for the development of the countryfor
the purpose of carrying out this gigantic
conception? flow, I ask, do members
propose to justify, then, the actions of
the Government? We have gone so far,
I believe, that it is practically impossible

f(us to retrace our steps. But what
are the deserts of a Government leading
the country into such financial chaos as
ii involved in this particular schemne?
We will admit, for one moment, that the
conception of the scheme was the result of
the cogitation of a master mind. Yet, what
is the history of the scheme? Years
ago the Government obtained the sane-
tion of Parliament to carry it ouL Ac-
cording to the Premier, it was to turn a
desert into a Garden of Eden. It was
to induce population to come here. The
money market at that particular period
was favourable, and yet, what was the
result? Did they go on with the scheme?
Did they endeavour to carry out their

own policy? Is our financial position at
the present time not the result of the
weak and vacillating policy of the present
Government? Supposing they had con-
fidence in the scheme placed before the

Icountry, how is it that at the present
moment the water is not at ('oolgardie?
That, I think, is a very pertinent ques-
tion for goldfields members to answer.
How was it when the right hon. gentle-

Iman, the Treasurer, had the financial
world at his feet, and could have bor-
rowed money on his own terms, he did
not borrow it?

lil. CONNOR: The Opposition blocked
him.

Mn. OLDHAM: The Opposition did
not block him. Every time this ques-
tion has been brought before the House,
it has been carried by an overwhelming,
vote, through the misrepresentation of
the Government as to the financial con-
dition of the country, because members
opposite-w~ould not have voted for it had
they known the real position, and they
would now be glad if they had not done
so. But in consequence of weakness, in
consequence of want of faith in their own
policy, the Government of this country-
have undoubtedly waited until this pet
scheme to send a. river of water up to
Coolgai-die, has received the condemnation
of a. very respectable financial journal
published in London; and not only has
it receivedl the condemnation of that jour-
nal, but iE has also received the condem-
nation of the first journal of the United
Kingdom, and, I believe, the first journal
published in any part of the world. Yet
this is the place to which we are coal-
pelled to go to borrow money.

A MlEM13ER Which journal?
Ma, OLDHAM: I am speaking of the

London Times. Ho; is it possible, under
these ciroumstances, for the Government
to expect to be able to reclaim our credit I
There could be only one way of reclaim-
ing the credit of this colony. The coun-
try, I believe, has found it out, and 12
months from now this House will have
found it out. There is, I repeat, only
one way of reclaiming the credit of W~es-
tern A1ustralia, and that is by a total re-
versal of the policy of the Government ;
and the total reversal of that policy
means that some other persons, instead
of the hon- gentlemen who oc-
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cupy the Treasury benches. will he
seated in their places. We are
starting off with a deficit of some-
thing like £186,000, that is an admitted
deficit; but the leader of the Opposition
the other night proved to the satisfaction
of every hom. member in this Assembly
that that was not the real deficit, and that
the deficit would not be covered hy a
very considerable amount more than
those figures. 1 notice that, following
out their usual practice of crediting the
country with something like £Z500,000 in
the way of stores, the Governmeno have
endeavoured, in their balance-sheet, to
show the position of the country to be
better than it is, and, have done this in
a manner which I think is not altogether
justified by the facts. When we are deal-
ing with assets of the country, I do not
t hink stores should be taken into con-
sideratiot to any large extent. Cer-
tainly there may be some things, which
we have paid for sand are constantly me-
quiring, which might be treated fairly as
an asset; but, I am told, on very g~ood
authority, that the old leg-irons for the
convicts are treated as an asset in this
suni1 of £500,000.

MR. VospER: They are not required
now-

MA. OLDHAM: I do, not think any of
our creditors will take le-irons as secu-
rity for the debt we owe.

Mn. Vopra: A very good security, in
its way.

MR. OLDHAM: If the matter were not
-.erious, it would be extremely amusing
to contemplate the light and airy way in
which the Government and their suppor
ters endeavour to minimise the effects
and the results of this deficit. if it
were not such a serious matter, it would
be extremely amusing to observe th
small concern with which they look on
the deficit. But I can assure lion.
gentlemen opposite, and assure this
House, that this deficit, in spite of th"
efforts of the Government to minimise
it, is creating in the minds of
the business men of this coun
try- a very great alarm indeed ;
and the endeavour in this House to-make
it appear small reminds one of the policy
which was dictated by a gentleman who
has been immortalised by Charles
Dickens, and whose name was Micawber.

*The Government are at the present time
lwaiting for something to turn up;"

and although it has been pointed out very
clearly that our revenue is decreasing,
that our population is leaving us; yet
hon. gentlemen calmly turn round and
say that our prospects in the future are
very good, and that if anything turns up
we will be all right. It is a Micawber pol-
icy from the commencement to the finish.
I regret the member for Coolgardie (Mir.
Morgans) is not in his place, as I want
to make a few remarks with respect
to his speech of the other night. He
stated, for instance, that it would have
been extremely desirable that the Gov-
erment, instead of charging a certain
prouortion of this deficit of £186,000
to revenue, should have charged it to
loan account, and that we should have
got rid of our deficit by that means. That
is a marvel of distingenuousness; fox
while it is quite possible under some cir-
cumnstances that a. portion of this deficit
of X186,000 might properly have been
placed to loan account, yet we can place
to loan account only those works which
are reproductive.

Ma. MORAN: Railways, for instance.
MaR. OLDHAM: We could properly aud

very fairly charge to loan account all
aniount of money which we had expendee
in works of a reproductive character ; hul
surely we cannot say that the dam whict
was built at Widgernooltha at a cost (.i
£5,0,000-

THE Coni~ssloxiin OF RAILWAYS:
£11,000.

ME. OLT)TIAM: And the contingenrcies
how much?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAY$. Th(
dam was built under that amount.

A. OLDHAM: The hon. gentlemax
will find out that the contingencies anc
the dmii cost somewhere about £50,000.

Tim COMM.%ISSIONER OF RAILWAYS : Yoi
have got the Wrong dam.

Ma. _MORAN: He means Niagara.
MaE. OLDHA.M: Well, I may' have gel

the wrong dam, but £1 3,000 fo~r this dan
and £590,000 for the other will maki
£63,000, and surely it would not be wet
to tax ourselves in the present and tin
p~oterity in the future because of th(
utter incompetency of gentlemen wh(
control the Public Works Department
Yet, admitting that it would be justill
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able to charge the whole of this deficit
to loan account instead of to revenue,
surely the hon. gentlemen on the Gov-
ernment side of the House must recognise
that the deficit of £186,000 charged to
loan. account would have increased the
indebtedness of the population of this
colony by £1 per head. That is a very
sMAll matter, I know ; but we have to
recognise the fact that we have not un-
limited borrowing powers, and that the
security we offer to the London investor,
and the security which he has to depend
on, is our population; and yet the hon.
member (Mr. Morgans) advocated that,
instead of paying our way, we should
go in for unproductive and wasteful and
extravagant works. When he advocates
that we should charge these works to
loan account, it must be obvious that
this method would prevent. us from bor-
rowing for works that wvould be likely to
be reproductive. The bon, member icc-
inediately fell into the other extreme by
saying- we ought to borrow, end that he
believed it was the greatest possible mis-
take for the Government to abandon
their railway policy. The hon. muember's
policy, I sunTpose, would be to borrow-
money for constructing a railway to
Bonny Vale, to, borrow for constructing
a railway to Mount Leonora, and to bor-
row for constructing a new line, I sup-
pose, from Coolgardie to Norsenman. The
hon. member forgets, and I auvuose hon.
gntlemen opposite also forget, that in a

transaction of this kind there are two
parties. 'You cannot possibly borrow un-
less you have some security to offer, and
I ask, have the Government the remot-
est idea of being able to borrow at the
present timel The hon. member stated
that the financial policy of the Govern-
ment, in the past had been one record of
financial successes;- but when we take in-
to consideration our Great Southern Rail-
way fiasco, and when we consider our last
effort on the London market, and the-

3N. CoNyoR: And the Leederville loan.
Mn. OLDHAM: Yes, and the Leeder-

ville loan, and the Perth loan, these
experiences show that, instead of the finan-
cial policy of the Government being
a record of success, the Government are
really in this position, that in conse-
quence of their F-ad financing, and not in
consequence of the bad security we have

to offer, their financing has been un
doubtedly a, howling failure. I ain not
croaking.

Tim Thinasa: Oh, no.
MA. OLD HA31: I am not vilifying

this country. I have as firm a faith in
its vast resources as any member who
sits on the Government side of the House,
for I think we all recognise that our gold
mining industry has been placed of late
first in Australia; that, so far as our tim-
ber industry is concered, we have vast
fields of timber which are I suppose
worth millions of money; and I am wvil-
liag to believe, on the authority of agri-
cultural members in this House, that in
agriculture we are fast overtaking the
demands of the colony, and that in this
industry also we have an untold and
practically unlimited wealth; yet, in
spite of this, in spite of our being first
in Australia in gold production, in spite
of our being absolutely first in our tim-
her resources, what is the position of
the country at the lpresent time? In
sliite of all the splendid assets which
the country is possesed of, what is the
position? We have a, commercial depres-
sion, a deficit of £186,000, a, probable de-
ficit next year of £300,000, and we have

Wta decreasing population. We have
hda loss in population during last month

of 000 departures over arrivals. Now,
capitalise each of those 900 persons, and
what amount do we arrive at? Suppose
themi to be capitalised, as I presume the
Premier capitalises, the population of
this. country, for our population is the
security we have to offer to the London
investor, and the security which wye do
offer, and the only security which the
London investor looks at and that he ac-
cepts when we are floating a loan-

MR: MoRnx Then China ought to be
able to float a good loan.

Ma. Vosena: China, gets more money
than we do.

Ma. MORAN: No; China does not, per
bead.

MR. OLDHAM: We have lost 900
people in the last month. When capita-
lised, those 900 people mean half a mil-
lion of money.

A Man BDER: They have gone to see the
Melbourne Cup.

Ma. OLDHAM: We could borrow ball
a. million of money on those people, if

Annual Estimates. [11 OCTOBER, 1898.]
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they were in the country at the prekect
time.

Ma. Moiw:%: Then, how much could
you borrow on 186,000 of populationI

Ma. OLD3HAM: The hen, member need
no; try to be funny. He is not on the
dumnp at the Ivanhoe Venture.

Mit. MORA-,: That is where you ough t
to, be.

MR. OLDHAM: Oh, I have been there.
I1 say again that the fact of 900 people,
capitalised at £500 per head, leaving the
shores of this colony means an absolute.
loss of almost half a mnillion of money.

MR. MoRAas%: What is our populationI
A MEMBER: They are coming back

again.
MR. OLDHAM: An bon. member says

they are, coming back again. They will
niever come back again as long as the hon.
gentlemuen opposite (on the Government
side) occupy seats in this Chamber.

Tun GOn1isIOyNn OF RAIWAYS
At that proportion wve could borrow 85
millions of money on the population of this
co'lony.

Ma. OLDHAM: Does not the hon. gen-
tleman apposite recognise the fact- that
what we want, for the purposes of deve-
loping the great resources of this country,
is population, and, following in the train
of that population, capital?

MR. MoRANKx: Hear, bear.
'MR. QLDHA.M: And is it possible to

gt capital into this colony unless we have
population?

MnR. MfOROANS: Not when we have pea-
snuistic speeches.

HR. OLDHTAM: Not. when we have pes-
siuiiistoc speeches? I should like to ask
the hon. member this question: Is our
position in any way rectified by shutting
our eyes to what are palpable facts? Is
it in any way improved by living in a fool's
jparlldisa?

MRt. MoRGAMR: NO.
MRn. OLDHAM: If we could, by atny art

of arithmetic, persuade people that the
finances of this country were in a tho-
roughly sound and satisfactory condi-
tion, then I say that the inan who would
Ibroach that confidence to outsiders would
he a traitor; h ut, when the world, as well
its ourselves, knows that the finances of
this country are not in a satisfactory eon-
dition, it is far better for us now, at the
present time, to face our difficulties in a

manly way than to pursue the Micawber-
like policy which seems to have possessed
the Government all throughb. I was about
to say that what we. wanted in this coon,
try was population. In looking back over
the policy of this Government, have they
ever endeavoured by any means to attract
population to this country?

MR. MORAN: Yes.
Mu. OLDHAM: They have?7 Well, thc

only twvo instances I know of are these:
that they sent a gentleman called William
Traylen to England to deliver a lecture or
two ; then they issued a novel, by Trant
Chambers, called "The Land of Promise.':
That is all I know of that the Government
have ever done for the purpose of attract-
ing population to this country.

MR. MOA.4 What about their public
works policyI

Ma. OLDHAM : But, on the other hand,
what have they done to prevent people
comiing here? Why, our financial posi-
tion at the present time can be attributed
to nothing else than the policy of the Gov-
ermnent with. regard to the duties on the
food supplies of the people.

IR. MORGANS: What about the cost of
'water on the goldfields?

MR, OLDHAM: Oh, that, I suppose, ik
a panacea for all the ills this unuatry is
suffering from-the Coolgordie, water
schemne-

Ma. MORGANS: That is right;- that is
what will save everything.

Ma. OLDHAM:- According to the gospel
of the muember for Goolgrardie. What I
want to point out is that, in consequence
of the policy of the Government, bun-
dred.s of people, thousands of people, have
been prevented from bringing their famni-
lies to this country.

'Ma. 'MososNs: What policy?
MN. OLDHAM: Now, the hon. meri-

her'si comnprehiension is not so dull as to
requ ire himi to ask m e a question li ke that.

MR. MoRaINax: Yes;- it is. I do not
see what there is in that.

Ma. OLDUTAM: I have tried to explain
to the hon. member that the policy of
the Government with respect to the du-
ties. on food has prevented hundreds and
thousands of people from coming to this
country.

Ma. MoUoGAIS: Sixpence a week?
MR. DonERan: Hundreds and thou-

sands?

[A-SSEMBLY.] Debate on Ru4nee.
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Mu. OLDHAM: The hon. member, or
somebody else on his (the Government)
side of the House once stated that the
American war cost 100 million lives. I
said that hundreds and thousands of
p~eople wvere prevented from bringing their
families to this country, and that can-
not bie denied. That has been the re-
sult of the Government policy in keeping
aduty on theimeat of the people, a dutty
which, in itself, was probably not ex-
treniely large, but wvhich, by the mono-
poly it created, by the time it got to
the consumer made7Western Australia the
dearest country in Australia to live in.
Is it not at fact?

M1s. MORAN : But the wages paid here
are hig~her than in any other colony.

AIR. OLT)HAMf: The hon. member does
not know much about that ; he does not
understand the subject.

MR. MoRAN : The working Ilen get
£4 a week on the fields.

Ma. OLDHAM: Yes; when they get
work.

Mli. MORAN: But there is plenty of
wlork for them there.

MR. OLD)HAM: That is not so in Perth.
There are hundreds of people coming
down to the City Council office begging
for employment.

MaR. MORNn: What would you do? Re-
duce the wages and put more men on?

THE CHAIRMAN : Order!
A. OLDHAM: Do not ask foolish ques-

tions. I was about to say that it ought
to be the policy of the Government to
attract population ;and let ins take it in
another sense. Let me give a sentimental
reason for the repelling influence of theI
ipolicy of the Government with regard to
the inducement to people to conme here.
Have the Government not made the people
who have come here strangers in at strange
land? Has not the policy of the Govern-
meat always been in the direction of pire-
venting these people from exercising their
righbts of citizenship, and does the hon.
gentleman believe that people who
come to a country such as this, who
have lNeen brought up with all the tra-
ditions of the British race, are going to
settle down as citizens of at country in
which they are deprived of that right
which they have always, in other coun-
tries, looked upon as their birthright 1-
I believe that our present position is

one which wve could only expect from
the past policy of the Government. I
have said what I intended to say upon
the Estimates.

Ma1. MfORAYN: What is wrong with
them?

Ali. OLDHAM: This is wrong: ILrt,
until we have a complete reversal of the
policy of this Government, we shall not
be able, as a country, to progress in
the manner in which we have progressed
in the past.

MIR. MITCHELL (Murchison) : The
Committee have just been treated to
what we are getting accustomed to in
the shape of a long lecture. It can no
longer be said that all the members of
the Opposition have no policy, because
some of them have a very pronounced
policy, namely, that of decrying the
colony in which they live, and of general
fault-finding, without advancing a single
suggestion whereby those imaginary
evils of theirs can be rectified. For my
own part, I do not take such. a gloomy
view or things generally. It is true the
revenue has somewhat fallen off lately,
which is much to be regretted; btt
those things must be expected here as
well as elsewvhere, and perhaps it is
right that it should be so, because it is
likely to instil into the minds. of the
general public the desirability of ap-
preciating good times when they do
come, and those good times will come
as sure as daylight; and I believe one
little instance that has happened in the
sitting of this Parliament, that is, the
elimination of the dual title as regards
gold-mining leases, is a forerunner of a
change for the better. We have heard
a great deal lately about the publio
debt of the colony. Truly, it is very
large when compared with the popula-
tion : but I will point out that in this
country, unlike almost every other coun-
try, the Government undertake the
public works, which, as a matter of
course, go to pile up the public debt.
I was just thinking, however, that, in-
asmuch as most of those public works
are now completed, they ahoul8l bt,
niahtly considered as a national asset
at~ainst the public debt. Now. survos-
ingo. for one moment, that those public
works had not been undertaken, what
would be our situation? Why. we would
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be in the same position that we occu-
pied 25 or 30 years ago, with no debt,
and, so to speak, noo anything.

MIR. Vospnn: There is a good deal of
the latter now.

MR. MITCHELL: A great deal has
been said about the railways. That de-
partment comes in, generally speaking,
for a fair share of adverse criticism.
Now, I find that the capital account of
that department -is £5,069,028, which
alone amounts to half the present debt
of the colony.

A MEMBER: More than that.
AIR. MITCHELL: Considerably more

than half the present debt of the colony.
I am not referring to what is authorised,
but to what has actually been borrowed.
On the 30th June last the actual expen-
diture in constructioni and settlement of
railways, was £5,047,261, or an average
1'er mile of £5,088. At the same date we
had 992 miles of railways in use for traf-
fic, and Since then other railways have
been taken over, some I believe being
%%orked by the contractors, which bring
up the total mileag&e to date to something
like 1,3671 miles, or an average of about
one mile for every 125 of the inhabitants
of the colony. This is the greatest aver-
ago for any country at the present mo-
muent. Then, again, we have the Fre-
mantle harbour works. I do not think
there is a member of this House, even sit-
ting on the Opposition side, who wvould
sa ' that this money has been badly spent.
I well remember the time when only very
small craft could pass in and out at the
mouth of the Swan, River, but what do we
see now? A spilendid harbour with a very
g-ood entrance to it,-and only a fewv days
ago there was said to be a ship of 6,000
tons burthen berthed there. I have no
hesitation in saying this goes far beyond
our most sanguine anticipations-at all
eucnts, it does mine. Then, again, let
u, look at the pubiic buildings, and public
v"erks all over the colony, those which
have been erected and paid for by the
Government, and are the public pro-
perty of the State. Then, again, there
airc a lot of reservoirs constructed all over
I-h.- colony at a cost exceeding £1 50.000.
It has often been said that some of these
reservoirs are failures, I do not know
whether they are or not ; but this T do
know, that in a country like this, wvhere

water is sometimes so scarce and expen-
sive, the idea. was very good ; and, even
if there is a small percentage of tnese re-
servoirs actually failures, the State is
amply paid by those that are successful.
It has also been said that mistakes have
been made in the selection of the sites of
these catchments. Mly answer is, that he
"-hc makes no mistakes does nothing.
Tfiere is yet another old and true sayin,,
that it is very much more easy to find
fault than to wend matters.

THE PREMIER: Hear, hear.
Mu. MITCHELL: I refer to these par-

ticula~r buildings and public works to show
that, although the public debt is large,
I consider it is amply covered by the
Nalue of those buildings and works.
Cr-ming on to the Estimates, although
%. have sat close upon four months, not
a single item of them has yet been passed.
But I do not consider the Government
altogether to blame for this. I think
those members with such wonderful talk-
ing capacity should take some of the
blame of this delay. The other night
my hon. friend the member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) interrupted
me, as he often does, when I sad that
although we had been Sitting a Ion's,
time, very little had been done, except
to provide copy for the newspapers and
Hansard. We wvere told two months
ago that there was an accumulation of
something like seven tons of type for
H[anmrd. From the way in which we
have been going on, we may reasonably
expect that we shall have 70 tons before
Parliament is prorogued. One word
mocre, in conclusion. I have during this
somewhat protracted session been very

Imuch pained to listen to strictures which
Ihave sometimes been passed upon the
Government. I know the Government
have done their 'best irrespective of con-
dition or class, and perhaps they have done
as well as those who may come after
them will ever do.

AIR. MORAN (East Coolgardie): I do
nir propose to say much, but I think the
present condition of the colony sufficiently
important for members to express their
opinion on the general question. I was
going tomRy that of all the speechesI have
heard in the House, the ablest, the best,
and the most encourag-ing, is that or the
iacmbher for North Perth (Mr. Oldham).
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I say this because there is no doubt about
his ability as a financier; and Ailhen he
tells the House that the departure of 900
people the other day robbed this colony
of the borrowing power of half a million,
knowing the population is 175,000-

MR. OUajm : I said capital.
MR. MORAN: Your very words "ere

"loss of 900 population the other day
nieans that we have lost the power of
borrowing half a million."

MuR. OLDHAMs No, no. Capital.
Mu. MORAN: If you want to correct

yourself, I will be only too happy.
MR. OLDHAM: I said capital value.
Ma. MORAN: That means this colony

can safely borrow something like eighty
odd millions capital value. What is loan
mtoney bitt capitalised value? When you
obtain a loan, you are borrowing capital ;
yoi. are not borrowing interest. No
maitter how the statement is made, I
think it is very encouraging..

Ma. Vossna: Can you borrow to your
full capital value?

MR. MORAN: You can borrow to your
frill capital value. Your loan is your
capital value as far as the colony is con-
verned. I think what the hon. member
meant to say was that the loss of these
900 people was to be deplored at the pre-
sent time. There is no doubt about it. I
have been disappointed 'with regard to
the population of the colony. I have, I
may say, been disappointed in reference
to the extent of population on the gold-
fields, but not disheartened. What I have
said right through, and what I say now, is
this. All the financial authorities in this
colony, and all over the world, that I have
been able to look through, teach this one
doctrine, that it is unwise to endeavour
to scrdw out of your present population the
capital cost of loan works. That is, ab-
solutely true to-day, and in this colony we
ought to adopt a policy in accordance
with that principle. The £186,000, and
in my opinion another £300,000-in
other words half a million-ought to
be placed against loan. Even public
buildings of a grand and national char-
acter should be put against loans.
Analyse the matter, flow lng does a
public building last? It is handed down,
just as a railway is handed down, to gene-
rations to come, and it is not bad finan-
cin~g ac all if we ask posterity to bear a

share of the cost of Parliament House, for
instance, or a share of the cost of the Sup-
remse Court, if your population is not able
to, stand it at the present time. I fail to
seL any argument in the world why we
should bear the full capital cost of the
Supreme Court or Parliament House,
or other great national buildings, which
will be handed on as going concerns to
those who come after us. I know it is
Do,. a popular view, but I maintain it is
a mistake to say the only basis of borrow-
ing money should be tbat of population,
so miuch per head. One country with a
population of a ujijon may possess ten
time-s as much as another. The fact re-
mains that there are resources to be de-
veloped, and population is not the only
thing that has to do with capital value.
A rich country like this, with great un-
developed resources, might be able to
borrow up to £100 per head, whereas
another might not be able to borrow
above £50 per head. We know that a
mian who has 1,000 acres of ground can
borrow a thousand pounds at the bank,
possibly, whereas another may not be
i-ble to borrow a thousand shillings. That
i the case, in a limited sense, with re-
g-ard to the indebtedness per head of the
people of a country. If it were absolu-
tely the case that borrowing power de-
pended upon population, China, Persia,
Irdin, and other countries would be able
to borrow hundred of millions; hut we
knowj~ perfectly well that they are not aile
to obtain anything like the amount that
we-can get, in proportion to population.
So there are, I repeat, other considerations
t. be taken into account besides that of
population. My view of Western Aus-
tralia. at the lpresent time-and I ink sure
also it is the view of the Premier-is that
the public works policy is finished for at
least six or seven years, except as regards
that one great work, the Ooelgardie water
scheme. We have accomplished mnore
than any similar number of people in any
British colony, and we can safely say
that wve have filled in the skeleton and
put flesh on its ribs. What is
thc. position? I was struck by- an
argument used by the member for the
Murchison (Mr. Mitchell) that we have
one mile of railway to every 125 people
in the colony. The hon. member says
that is the wvorld's record ;but took at it
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in this light: this rest record is also an
argument in support of the contention
that we have overstepped the mark.

A MEMBER: NO.
A. MORAN: If there be one thing

that is going to make railways pay it is
th-- travelling 'and industrial population,
and if you have a mile of railway for
even' 1251 people, you have a great many
miles too much, or else you have to stand,
still and populate your lines of railways.
What is our condition in Western Aus-
tralia. to-day? We have no hope of
gletting a railway line between Norsemian
anti Kalgoorlie, but we have a. vast and
tremendous industry at the other end.
We shall hope to see not only 30,000
people being carried over our Eastern
Railway line, but, in ten years' time,
300,000 people. Another thing is that
we have erected public buildings ready
to serve a population, in my opinion, of
ain million.

A MsUann: No.
11n. MO0RAN: I think so. I say the

one post-office we have in every litie
agricultural centre down in the south
is going to be quite sufficient to serve
ten times the number of people. The
whole country at the present time re
setables a huge skeleton. We have un-
doubtedly gone forth and built railway
lines connecting fertile and populous
parts with the wilderness. Now is the
time to stand still for a social and ia-
provement. policy which will put the
people along those railway lines, filling
rq. the small villages, and mnaking towns
of them. Therefore I say the time has
comec when the policy of W\est Australia
shall be no longer one of preponderating
public works, but an industrial policy, a
policy of encouragement to agriculture
ii' every one of its possible spheres, and
an encouragement to manufactures if pos-
sible. I think the time has comne for us
to face the great question whether we
are gingm to be a protectionist or free-
trade country. That is the point. I
would ask the Committee, for one
moment, to consider the railway line from
Perth to Albany. Here we have 300 and
odd miles of railway absolutely through
the best parts of the colony, following the
Swan, up through the Avon valley, and
reachina Guildford, Beverley, and Katan-
ning. That railway, in my opinion, :s

competent to serve ten times the p9pula-
tion at present along its route. We
know it would do so. Anyhow, the rail-
way is there. We may have to increase
our railway tolling-stock, but the original
capital cost has been incurred. That rail-
way line is, I say, going to do all that
is required for ten times the present popu
lation. What is our policy as a Par,
liament ? It is to see that those beautiful
fertile lands along our railwvay lines are
no longer locked up. That is what we
have to do in the future. We are to see
that men who hold the best land in the
colony shall sell it, cultivate it, or pay a
towx upon it. I w'as struck with some re-
mrarks made by the Premier the otlim
evening, when he said the time had come
for a betterment policy to he introduced
into this colony ;that is to say that Ian-'-
which are made accessible by our rail-
ways and, increased in value should pay
some taxation to the country for tl :t
betterment. It may be difficult to intro-
duce the betterment policy, but the colony
holds a weapon which it can always use,
fo: we know that during the lai: sixty,
se'enty, or eighty years splendid land,
have been held along the Avon Valley
from Guildford to Beverley, and Pliung
th2 Southern Railway right to Xatanning,
and to Albany, and that many (f these
estates which have been made accucsible
an] been greatly increased in value tPy
our railways hanve not been, and are not
yeK, cultivated, and have never nOa I tra-
tion, but yet there they lie, increasing in
value, but totally unused; and I say it
is unfair to ask us to keep on runnaing
railways at the expense ,f thepr32i
population, unless this Legislatu:a says
these lands shall be utilised and. l~e rnile
a benefit to the countryv.

MR. CONNOR: YOU might as well say.
put an export duty on gold.

Ifn. MORAN : No; for one is the pro-
duct of an industry, and the other is no
.asset lying totally unused. I should like
to see the Government come down next
year wvith an announcement that they
have been able to clear from their Esti-
mates all these items of expenditure and
charges which are properly chargeable
against loan account. I am aware that,
in order to do this, the Premier will have
to b)orrow half a million more mioney, and
I sar it will he quite right to do so For
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what is the good of blaming the Govern-
ment for the expenditure on public works
in past years, when every member of this
House, except only two or three, was with
the Government hand in hand, and the
colony was with them too, in supporting
that policy and carrying on that expendi-
ture. Indeed, the Government could
not go fast enough to satisfy all the claim-
ants, for the country was crying out for
public works in many places, 'and even
those parts of the colony which are now
blaming the Government in some degree
for having spent more than they ought
to have spent were themselves asking day
and night for more and yet more expendi-
ture, and were complaining that the Gov-
ernment were not going fast enough to
satisfy them. I say the Government
who have done so much for the develop-
ijient of the country, and who have been
supported in powver especially by those
peonle who have to bear the brunt if any-
thing goes wrong in the colony, are justi-
fled in the expenditure which they have
undertaken in these circumstances. The
Government have been, and are now, sup-
ported by the people who cannot leave
Western Australia, and are here for good
and all ; and these are the people who
have backed Up the Government in the
past, and are supporting them in the pre
sent. We goldields members represent
a. population who cannot be said to take
the same risks as the old settlers in the
colony have taken, in supporting the pub-
lic works policy of the Government ;and
we know and must admit that, if theg-Old-
fields were to give out to-morrow, the
poinulation of those fields would vanish.
Therefore it is not for us, as representing
the goldflelds, to blame the Government
at the present time for the policy of ex-
penditure which they have been carrying
on, but it is for us to help~ the Govern-
ment in the trouble which has undoubted-
ly come upon them. The trouble may
be only temporary, as I believe it is ; but
while there is trouble, now is the time
for the friends of the Government to stick
by them and show their belief in the Gov-
erment, show their thanks for what the
Government; hare done, and show their
gratitude for benefits received in the past,
by helping the Government over the stile
in their time of trouble. The friends of
the Government, while advising them to

refrain from borrowing except for the ad-
justruent of the finances, and while e-
wuring them a little for some things that
may have been done, should stand by
them now and take their share of the re-
sponsibility in having supported the pub-
lie works policy which the Governent
have been carrying out, under so much
pressure brought to bear upon thenm by
the country and members of this House,
and we should now help them to bring the
ship of State to a balance once more.
The proper thing to do now is, not to
endeavour to screw X2,900,000 of re-
venue out of the present. &sal population
by maintaining high taxation, but to put
every item of loan expenditure under its
proper head, and thereby bring the fin-
ances into a proper working condition.
If it be necessary to borrow, let us borrow
to clear the revenue from those charges
which ought properly to be transferred
to loan account ; and let us be content
wvith raising a revenue of two millions a
year, and spending that amount on the
necessary administration of the country.
By taking this course, the Premier will
find that a revenue of twvo millions at year
is a princely income, and sufficient to
maintain the colony as a full going con-
cern. To do this it will be necessary, of
course, to cut off those grants and votes
which have been given so liberally in the
lpast, for many purposes wvhich were not
actually necessary. I do not admit that
population is the only argument in bor-
rowing money; but I do admit that we
have built up a huge skeleton systemn of
railway works, which have opened up the
country north, south, and eastward ; one
line of railway going to Bunhury, an-
other to Albany, another to Geraldton
and the Murchison, and one main line of
railway going- to the eastern goldfields;
and now I say we should go in for social
and industrial legislation, such as will put
the people on the lands which these rail-
ways have opened up. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not try to pay off this deficit
of L186,000 in the current year, for I
hold that it is better to face the difficulty
at once by clearing the revenue of all
those items of expenditure which are pro-
perly chargeable So loan account, that it
is better we should borrow enough
to clear off these items, rather than that
the Government should come in next year
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and say, "We have not been able to pay
off the deficit this year, and we come be-
fore the House with an increased deficit."
I seriously advise the Government to con-
sider whether it is better to come before
the House next year with a bigger deficit,
or whether it is better at once to place the
revenue on a sound footing, and say that,
as a going concern, the colony can pay its
working expenses out of revenue, but that
we cannot screwv out of the population
more money for public works. As to bor-
rowing for the purpose of clearing the
revenue in the "ay I have suggested, an
additional debt of half a inion, or even
a million, will be no great matter for
this colony, if we are going to stand still
in loan expenditure for some years to
come. If the Government do not borrow
for putting the revenue on a sound foot-
ingr, then the financial papers will say, at
the end of this financial year, that
Western Australia had a deficit of nearly
£200,000 last year, and has no'v an in-
creased deficit of £300,000. I contend
that our proper course at present is to
charge to loan fund what is properly
chargeable to it ; and to bring in a ball-
ance-sheet next year by wvhich the Gov-
errnent wvill be able to show they have
raised a revenue of 24 millions, that their
expenditure has been on the same scale,
and that they intend to go on in the fu-
hire raising, a moderate amount of re-
venue without spending largely on public
worksi. Having built railways all ovvr
the country, these roust be regarded as
great national works which we leave to
posterity ; and if these railways pay their
way as a going concern, let-posterity pay
its share by having the capital expendi-
ture charged to loan account. I agree
with the member for Central Murchison
(Mr. Illingworth), that it will be a bad
thing if we are to have a big deficit next
year; but I say we shall be getting a
princely revenue if we receive two mil-
lions of money within the year, and that
this amount will be ample to pay every
civil servant a good salary, to pay all ex-
penses of administration, to pay interest
on debt, to pay for the upkeep of our
Public works, and to send this colony
along as a good going b usiness and pay-
ing concern. When we 'endeavour to pay
interest and working expenses and also
the capital cost of these great public

*works, we are eudeavouring to do too
much. These are my views of the Esti-
mates. One or two things have come
under ray notice, in the retrenchment

Iwhich has been going on in the Public
Works Department, and I do not think
these cases have reached the ears of the
Minister. I do not think the best dis-
cretion has been used by the under offi-
cers, in putting men off public works, for
I have seen where old servants have been
put off, particularly at Kalgoorlie, and
new men taken on who had not been on
before. This is a bad policy, ini my
opinion, and I took the trouble to authen-
ticate cases, and found that in several in-
stances old servants have been let go,
and absolutely new recruits taken on-
This sort of thing does a lot of harm, for
you have sacked a civil servant who is
throwvn out, and he talks about it, whbere-
as the new roan who has been taken om
says nothing. If the older men who
hatve been thus displaced were doing their
work well, the new men ought not to
hare been put in their places ; and I
do hope that, in any future retrenchment,
care and judgment will be used to prevent
grievances of this kind. I hope also that
too much retrenchment will not be gone
on with. To reduce the salaries of men
below what will pay for the necessaries of
life will not do any good. We should
stop extra buildings where they are not
wvanted, stop the free-handed liberality
"-hich has caused so much expenditure in
the past, and we should see that only ne-
cessary expenditure for actual require-
ments of administration should be carried
on in the future. That is where the
greatest retrenchment should take place
-not so much, in turning men out of bil-
lets, nor in cutting down small salaries,
but the Government should not undertake
works which can well be spared, and in
purifying their Estimates they should
place on the shoulders of posterity those
charges which posterity could rightfully
bear. The present porpulation would
thus rightly be relieved from charges
which have been made against revenue,
and the taxation should be sufficient to
pay the working expenses of Western
Australia as a going concern.

Mn. VOSPER (North-East, Coolgar-
die): I do not desire to pose in any de-
gree as an. authority on finance, and I
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have no desire to speak at great length
on the subject of the vote. I cannot
help adding my congratulations to the
niember for Central 'Murchison (Mr. Il-
lingworth) on the very clear and excel-
lent exposition he gave of the financial
position in which the colony finds itself,
after seven years of unexampled pros-
perity. We have not only an actual de-
ficit of nearly £200,000, but we find also
that, by reason of certain stores being
taken into conisideration as cash, in all
probability that deficit is really larger

THE PREMIER: Stores have always been
reckoned in the annual balance-sheet.

,Mn. VOSPER: The fact remains thitt
stores can scarcely be counted in a nuat-
ter of that kind.

THE PRmilER: They were paii- for in
cash, and are reckoned in the balance
sheet as representing cash.

MR. VOSPER: Stores depreciate, and
it will not be contended that stores can
be converted into the same a-mount of
cash again.

THE Corn'issiouNa OF RAILWAYS: They
represenit that amount of cash.

Ma. VOSPER: But if we reduce ths
thing to the usual basis, it will be found
that the deficit is absolutely larger.

Tt PRabrngn: We would not have the
stores there, if that were not the system
of account.

Mxf. VOSPER: But I am stating the
actual cash position of the colony.

THE PREMIER: The stores would not be
there, if we had not had the cash to'payv
for them. k 'merchant takes into, con-
sideration his stock, when making up his
balance-sheet.

Mx. VOSPER:. But he would hardly
deal iih it under revenue and expendi-
ture.

Turn PananaE: This is the balance-sheet
of the colony.

Mn. VOSPER: I say the credit is, to a
very great extent, a fictitious one ; for if 1

there were a. forced sale of these assets,
we could not realise the amount that is-
placed against them in the account, nor
could we ever realise anything like the
amount, because not only has there been
depreciation in the value of stock itself,
but it is not convertible into coin again,
and what is not convertible into coin can
hardly be counted as cash.

Tnt Pinnxa: We use it.

M . VOSPER: Yes; you use it, but it
is money expended ; and I do not think it
is fair to credit the country with that
form of asset,

Tan PREMIR: What would you do -with
it-give no credit for it at sllI

Mn. VOSPER:- I certainly would give
credit for it, but not in that particular
direction. Then, in addition to tha-i.
there is the fact, as outlined here by hi e
member for Albany (M r. Leake), th at ci r
borrowing powers for the next two year,-
to come are likely to be entirely absorbed
ii, paying off the liabilities incurred in
-respect of the Treasury bills current.
The power of taxation, as we have seen.
the Government have already exhausted:
they have already raised more revenue by
far than they can ever exrpect to get
again ; and, by reason of the decreasing
population, the force of taxation which
they have exerted in the past they will
not be able to exert in the future. T
think the outlook is anyth ing but a che er-
ful -one ; and, although I should he glad
to join in the cheerful optimism of the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans),
yet any man who could take the same
view as he does must be either blessed
with a peculiarly cheerful and hopeful dis-
position, or must be capable of entirely
ignoring the salient facts of the situation.
We have a deficit, and there is the pro-
bability of a still larger deficit next year -
there is the fact that the country is heavily
ini debt, and that its borrowing power is
practically mortgaged to meet those oh-
ligaftions, to which I have referred ; there
is also the fact that the financial depres-
A-,nn and commercial distress which exist
throughout the colony have occurred at
the end of seven years of unexampled
prosperity. In other words, after going
througrh the ,vven fat kine of Pharaoh,
the Government are landed in the midst
of the famine, and we have not even the
seven lean ones to fall back on.

Ti rz PRnusa:- Give us, the reasons for
this.

Ma. VOSPER: I do not pretend to be
a sufficient authority on finance to state
the reason; but I do say there must be
something radically wrong about the ad.
nministration which, having an unrivalled
opportunity of placing the country on a
sound financial basis permanently, has
landed us in such a mess after such an op-
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portumnity. We have had gold going out
of the colony, people flowing into it, our
revenue has been larger, and opportuni-
ties of making money have been greater,
than have ever been presented before ;
and what is theresult? All the prosperity
of the boom has completely vanished, and
the country is now probably in a more de-
pressed condition, in proportion to its
population, than it has ever been in be-
fore. I do not think there is much to be
cheerful about. I do not deny that the
resources of the colony are good; but
still it seems to me there is a very definitFs
limit to our means of developing these re-
sources. Our population is small, and
sho-ws no signs of increasing; and, unless
we get an increase of our population, we
cannot develop these resources as rapidly
as we might like; and it is therefore
futile to talk of the great resources of
the colony, because, undeveloped resources
ar% for present purposes at least, prac-
tically worthless. They must be counted
as worthless, because, they cannot bo ex-
ploited. They may take 1010 years to
exploit; and that will not do, the present
generation much good.

MR. MOROANSI: But resources which
you can exploit in a year, or in two
years, are worth noticing.

MR. VOSPERt: Undoubtedly they
aire ; but they do not affect the account
much; and I do not think such re-
sources are capable of lifting us out of
the slough into which we have fallen.
What occurs to my untutored mind, on
thinking of this problem, is : what is
the reason why we have got into this
tangle, after the unlimited opportunity
we have had of developing those re-
sources and of helping the country to
become rich?

TthE PREMIgER: What tangle?
MKR. VOSPER:- The financial tangle.

The righit hon. gentleman admits that,
there is a deficit.

Trm PREMIER: That is the tangle?
My. VOSPER: The deficit alone is

not the tangle; hut the right hon. gentle-
man has to admit the deficit, also the aban-
donment of his works policy; arid he has
to admit, further, that his borrowing
powers are exhausted for the next two
years by his present obligations. What
more doe-. he want to constitute, a
taingle I

T'hs PRsiunn We are carrying on a
great work.

MnE. VOSPER: I admit that; but, at
the same time, there is the fact that
you have used your borrowing poweir
to a large extent, not for that work out
for works which you have accomplished
in the past, and which you have tempo-
rarily paid for with Treasury bills to bc
redeemed at comparatively early dates.
I cannot see what that state of affairs
can fairly be called, if it is not a tangle.
The member for Coolgardie (Mr. Mor-
gins) said it was too much to ask the
Government to accurately estimate the
revenue returns. Well, if that be the
case, what is the use of Governments I
What is the office of the Colonial Trea.

1surer intended for, if the Estimates be
not accurate, and if the Government are
incapable of furnishing accurate Esti-
mates 7

AIR. MORGANS.: No, Government has
ben able to do it yet.
IMAI. VOSPER :But some Govern-
ments can approach within an approxi-
mation of accuracy ;yet we have had in
this House the peculiar spectacle of the
Treasurer continually under-estimakting
h:3 revenue when large, and over-esd-
mating it when it became smailcia
while the member for Central Murchti-
son (Mr. llrngworth) has been fortu-
nate enough to estimate it very accu-
rately indeed from year to year.

TimX PREMIER:- No.
Man. VOSPER: On comparing the

Premier's Financial Statements as deli-
vered in this House, in the past volumes

for Manard, with those of the member
Co entral Murchison, we shall find

that the ban. member has been much
nearer accuracy than the Premier and
Treasurer.

TnE PREMIER: He is a great financier,
no doubt.

'MR. VOSPER: I do not care whether
li sgeat or small: the one fNct thar

appeais t to mne is that he is correct,
whereas the Treasurer is very frequently

Iincorrect.
MaR. DOHERTY: You believe in thc

prophets.
M.R. VOSPER: I believe in the profits,

and the losses also; and we have had a
uetdal of experience of baseR, under
th rsnt Ministry. If the Government
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are incapable of accurately estimating
these returns, then I contend that we are
in a very awkward position indeed; and
that the Government, who find they are
incapable of estimating these returns
accurately, and who land us into a iness
of this kiind, should be compelled, and
would in any other country be compelled,
to give way to those who would do the
work better, Of course the people of
this, colony may not insist on this, but
there is a possibility that they may insist;
and I defy an~y combination of men which
could be produced in this, country to do
worse wvith the finances than the Govern-
ijent have done during the la~t seven or
fight years. We are told by the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) that the
English capitalists have been withdraw-
img their capital. I do not believe that
to be strictly correct. I do not think
they have done so, or that they have had
thin opportunity of doing so. A great
many of thorn have lost their capital, but
very few have had an opportunity of com-
pletely withdrawing it. I am dealing
with the hon. membger's speech from notes
I made from the report of it, and I find
he attributes the loss of this capital to
certain working men on the goldfields
who howled for their rights.

MR. MOfGANS: NO.
MR. VOSPER: I am quoting from the

report in the West Australian.
MR. MORGANS: I did not say so.
MR. VOSPER: I do not think there has

actually boon any great withdrawal of
capital. The fact of the matter is that there
was a vast amount of paper capital during
the boom timie poured into this country;
and now we have simply come down to a
more normal system of development. I do
nt~ think that is a very bad sign ; I think
it is rather a good one; but I think it is
a mistake to assert that the English capi-
talists have withdrawn their capital from
thle country. Again, it Ivas asserted by
the same hon. member that the dividends
now being paid represent about 3 per
cent, on that capital. I do not think that
accurate.

MR. MORGANS: Quite accurate.
MR. VOSPER: I do not think so; be-

cause it is almost impossible to arrive at
the amount of capital which has been in-
vested.

MR. MOfGANs: Sixteen and a half mil-
lions.

MR. VOSPER: That includes paper
capital?7

MR. MORoANS: No; actual cash.
MR. VOSPER: If that is the case, I

should be very much inclined to challenge
the figures, because I do not know any
authority from which such figures can be
gleaned.

Mn. MOnGANS: True; the authorities
were not quoted.

Mn. VOSPER: We know that a cer-
tain am~ount of capital comes in on the
fictation of a company. One company is
floated with a capital of £250,000,.
another for this *sumn, and another for
that; and we know that the amount of
capital actually received is below the
nominal amount.

MR. MORGANS: I am taking the cash
Cpitol.

Mn. VOSPER: And You reckon that at
3 per cent.? I think that the cash capi-
tal in this instance is somewhat over-
estimated.

MR. ILLINGWORHI: That is the cash
capital wvhich camne here.

Ma. MORGANS : I am speaking about
thu actual capital that came into tliis
country in machinery, and money spent
in this country.

Ma. VOSPER: If you inclJ nma, hi-
rery, I think that renders the, Iityuies
more unreliable. In any case, I think
that, wvhen we come to con9Ld r the actual
amount of capita! spent, or judie'v~u-v
slpent, in this country, 'ye fh? ind tboqt
the percentage has been highr than 3
pler cent. And I do not lg L wvirh 1ilie
hion. member on two other 1 ovinr . I do
ro- agree with his sta-temen: that thei
panacea for all the evils which afflict the
grldfields population would lie the Cr, i.
gardie water scheme. I have supported
the water scheme in the par- andI incu'l
to continue to support it. I think the
Oovernrnent have gone too far to wiih-
draw-that the heAt thing bL:v could di'.
in the interEets of the countY is tc rTh'l
vu these water works as rap,"hy as pos-
sible ; but I do not think I'sat this work
w'ill solve all the dirficultiei nt- i ewove
all the evils with whiich the goldtir-lds
population is at present :sfflkred. -

MR. MORGANS: It will solve most of
them.
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MRt. VOSPER: But the bon. member
is reported-I do not speak of the Press
report, but of the authority to which we
all look as being the reliable record of
tin, proceedings. of this House-as having
declared that this scheme was a panacea
for all the evils with which the goldfields
ar. afflicted, I do not think that is so.
In spite of the fact that we shall have
wvater there at a cheaper rate than that
at which it is at present procurable7 until
we, succeed in altering the incidence of
taxation as it affects the goldfields, the
goldfields population will be ill-treated
aind discontented. We require to do some-
thing more to induce the goldfields people
to bring their families to the colony. As
long as we take £.16 per annum from our-
ipopulation, I believe the result will lie
to keep. down the number of persons
actually living on the fields. I think no
ore can afford to disregard the warnings
given by the Economist and the
Times, Of course the hon. member
(Mr. Morgans) has delared-I suppose
on some very obscure authority, equally
as unreliable as that he quoted with re-
gard to the withdrawal of English capi-
tal-that Mr. Bargrigli, the French engi-
neer who was recently in this colony,
inspired the article in the Times warn-
ing this colony against the result of its
present financial policy.

MRt. lOROANs: He did it through
somnebody else.

Mat. VOSPER: Well, then, Mr. Bar-
gig-li did us rather a good turn than
otherwise ; because it cannot be termed
anything more thant a friendly warning.

MR. Mono;ANS: It was most pre-
,sumptuous.

MR. VOSPEE : I do not think it was
presaumptuous in the slighbtest degree,
when we consider that the Times takes
upon itself to advise principalities and
powers, and that its opinions often have
more effect with the capitalists of
Europe than the utterances of states,,-
men ; and I think it was condescending
of the Times to give such a warning. A
great London newspaper is perhaps of
as much importance in the world as
even the colony of Western Australia.
T remeraber an instance, some time ago,
when one of the Balkan States com-
plained to the Court of St. James about
some articles that appearRJ, I think, in

the London Standard, with. reference to
i that principality, and suggested tiat

thci paper should be suppressed. The
answer sent back by the Foreign
Office was to the effect that this course,
could not be taken; but the, Standard
came out with an article on the subject,
and pointed out that its revenue alone
n-as greater than that of the principa-
lity which complained. I think we
ought really to take into, consideration
the solemn warning we have received
from one of the greatest newspapers of
the world; and, as regards Mr. Bargigli,
I think it is over-estimating that gentle-
mnan a great deal1 to imagine that he
could inspire the article in question.

Ma. MoRoANS: I did not say that he
inspired it. He got it in through somne-
body else.

Mat. VOSPER: I doubt very much
whether such a, person as Mr. Bargigli
w'ould find even the staff of the Times
so accessible as the hon. member sup-
poses. From -what T know of the
Times and other London newspapers, I
think it would b -e extremely difficult for
a company-promoter like Mr. Bargigli
to get a hearing from tile Times at all.
I refuse to believe that the Times, in
criticising this colony as it did,
was actuated in the sltghitest degree

Iby the statements made by Mr. Batr-
gigli or any other persons. I do not be-
lieve that Mr. Bargigli had anything to
do with it. I look upon it as a solemn
warning to the Forrest Ministry, and to
this colony, to turn from the error of
their ways. It is not the only warning
we hatve had. 'We have seen, with, re-
gard to local loans, what a deplorable
position of affear exists. I am not
going to refer to what took place in re-
lation. to a, suburban municipality
(Leederville), but even ftat was serious.
I believe if that municipality had made

Ian endeavour to obtain that loan of
X7,500 two yeirs ago, the amount
would have been subscribed. But now
there is scarcely an application for the
municipal bonds. To-day we have still
more startlingr information. It is a
matter of common notoriety that a fewv
days ago the municipality of Perth went
upon the market for £80,000. The re-
sult, has been made known. £47,000
has. been applied for out of £C80,000.
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The terms forbid the council to accept
any offer below par, and there was only
£,26,500 tendered at par, or slightly

-Above it. The remnaning X40,500 is
below par, and therefore the tenders
cannot he, accelpted. A very remark-
able facet about it is; this, that out of
£26.500 acceptable, £20,000 came from
the Government Savings Bank: conse-
quently the total public subscription is
£6,500. There is £6,600 offered for
£S0.000's worth of bonds, yet, there are
members in this House who say that the
depression is aL myth, that the colony
is in a flourishing, happy, healthy go-
ahead condition, and that we have no-
thing to be afraid of. This is the posi-
tion of our public credit after seven
years of unexampled prosperity. It
does not require a financier to see there
is; somethingr wrong about this. It does
not need a man to be dri'lled in figures,
nor aman to understand national fin-
ane; for the figures are written so
large that it is impossible for anyone to
look at the results of seven or eight
years of the Forrest administration
without being seriously grieved as to
the present, and still more seriously
alarmed for the future. There is no oc-
casion for optimism. The only thing
is, we know our assets are rich, but we
also know that at the present time they
are unrealisable. It seems. to me we
have been wantonly extravagant in the
past, that our finances have not been con-
ducted on really sound principles, and that
we require abler leadership than we have
becen accustomed to obtain to, get us out
of the difficulty in the future,

'Mu. SOLOMO10N (South F'reinantle) :It
is not my intention to say anytbing about
the Estimates, because most of these mat-
ters have been discussed at different
times. I would like to congratulate the
member for Central Murchison (Mfr. UI-
lin2'worth) on the manner in which he
placed the financial condition of the
colony before this House. Although the
condition is one that we may he sorry for,
and one which. at the commencement of
the Year, we did not expect, yet it may
be a lesson, not only to the Government,
but to this House, in passing many of the
important public works. The financial
position of the colony indicating a deficit
of £186,000 certainly shows that for

some reason or other there has been a
inlcat falline off, and I trust every memn-
ber will help the Government to place the
colony in a more healthy condition. To
adopt a course of oppos ition at the pre-
sent crisis would, I think, be suicidal,
it would not help the colony out '* the
trouble, but would be more likely to place
it in further difficulties at the end of the
year. There aire one or two matters to
which possibly attention might be called
in regard to the reduction and retrench-
ment which have taken place. The Gov-
ernment made a serious mistake. If
they found, at the beginning of the year,
their assets were not likely to come up to
the responsibilities they were likely, to in-
cur, then was the time to commence the
retrenchment. I know these retrench-
inents have created a good deal of feeling
and misery in all the towns. The fact
of people going away is not an unmixed
evil. Those who remain here may have
constant work an in that way it will be
good for us, though we must deeply de-
plore any very large decrease of popular
tion. I cannot think the Coolgardie
water scheme has had anythingr whatever
to do with this matter of the deficiency.
No doubt the colony has been looked upon
for some time past as being in a sound
position ; and it is only within the last
year-and I say it confidently-that the
position or credit of the colony has in
any way gone back. I am sorry to hear
with regaird to the municipal loan that it
has been a. failure, and this possibly shows
the difference of feeling with regard to
the colony which has been brought about
during the last year. Only last year, a
loan at 4 per cent. for 0L35,000 was
floated by the Fremantle, municipality at
at premnium of 2&. 6d. I take it the de-
pression is only temporary. I believe
that before the end of next year there will
he a great improvement, although we
may still have a slight deficiency. There
is so much confidence, and the people re-
maining here are so willing to lend at help)-
ing hand ia every direction, that I think-
they will pull through and place the
colony in a proper financial position. I
have no more to say on this matter, be-
cause it is scarcely right to do so. We
have been a party to all this. We have
been willing at all times to push the
colony ahead, and meet the clamour of
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almost every part of Western Australia
with regard to public works. If the ma-
jority of this Rouse had set their faces
against public works when they were pro-
posed, and had said "no," of course the
Government would not have gone on with
them : so that we, to a great extent, are
to blame in the matter. So far as I am
concerned, I shall give the Govermunent
every assistance in my power. No doubt
those on this (the Opposition) side of the
House, May speak harshly at times, but
I feel sure that every member in the As-
sembly has the good of the colony at
heart, and will do all he possibly can to
try and push it ahead.

At 6.27 p.m. the CHAIRMAN left the
chair.

At 7.30 the CHAIRMAN resumed the
chair.

Ma. WILSON (Canning): In referring
to, the budget of 1898-9, 1 wish it to be
clearly understood by bon. members that,
so far as my remarks are concerned, I do
not wish to infer for a. moment that I sam
at all disheartened with regard to the
future of Western Australia. Far from
it. I believe in the country of my adop-
tion; I believe in her resources; and I
think there is not a country that is de-
stined to take a more important position
among Australasian colonies. At the
hame time, it is open to every member of
this Rouse, and not only to members but
to, every commercial man in the eomxnu-
Lity, to criticise the position of the Gov-
ernment, and to criticise the administra-
tion. of the Forrest Ministry in carrying
on the affairs of the country : and
although we may criticise the administra-
tion adversely, it does not follow that we
have lost faith in our country. I hope
that any remarks I have to make will
not be taken in n personal application;
arid when I criticise some of those re-
marks made by the Premier in his Finan-
cial Statemient, I trust I shall not be
credited with making a personal attack
upon him. I amn eriticising to the best of
my ability the administration of the
affairs of the country, and in doing that
I consider I am only domeL a duty which
is expected of me by the neonle of the
country. T was struck with one circum-

stance; and perhaps the Premier will tell
me why it is that his budget speech has
not been issued in pamphlet form this
year, as we know has been his invariable
custom since responsible Government was
granted to Western Australia. It was
always the regular thing that her. mon-
bers should have the budget speech
placed before them in a. pamphlet within
a few days after it was delivered ; and I
think that custom might well have been
carried out this year, as in years gone
by.

TnsE PRMIRs: The speech is reported
in Hwwsard.

MR. WILSON: I am wondering why
we did not get the pamphlet this year.

THE PREMIER: The speech in Hane~ird
is exactly the same.

Ma. WILSON: It struck me that per-
haps the tale which the Premier unfolded
to us in that speech was not of the rosy
kind which we had been in the habit of
listening to in years gone by, or that per-
haps it was that the Treasury was in such
an impoverished condition that it would
not bear the expense of publishing- a
pam ph let.

THE PREIER: The speech has been
printed and distributed throughout the
world.

MR. WILSON: Then it is a pity that
we did not get pamphlet copies supplied
to us, When I listened to the speech of
the right bon. gentleman, I could not hell)
thinking that he had not the buoyancy
of manner which we had been accustomed
to see, when delivering his budget
sneeches. and that he seemed not to have
that confidence in himself and in his alA-
lity to steer the good shin, of Western
Australia through the difficulties which
lcomed ahead. When anyone makes
at statement of that description, and does
not appear to have the confidence which
we expect from the leader of the flovern-
nhent, it is, a matter of regret, because it
seems to show that, no matter how we
may try to ibolster uip ourselves in the
ovinion that everything is all rih~t. vet
we have a certain feelimr that we must
exercise greater caution, and must watch
our ways and see that we do not
overstep the bounds of prudence. To
deal with some of the remarks. I may say
admissions, in that budget sneech. the
right hon. gentleman mentioned thatt, in
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is opinion, the Government had spent
,nore than they should have done. Ile
mnade that admission not once, but half a
iozen times, in the course of his speech.
Hle went on to say that the Estimates for
-ailwavs were far too high for one year,
ind he had no hesitation in saying the
spending departments of the Ministerial
'amily had made their estimates far too
.argoe, and consequently the expenditure
-vas far too great in one year, in his
)Pinion.

Tasr Pnsmnun: Not railways, but works,
[said.

Ma., WILSON: If the, Premier will re-
et- to his speech, he will find that hemen-
,ioned the railways. He wvent on to
leplore that the Medical vote had in-
,reased in a way that was not wholly
justified. He attacked the hospitals,
ind said we had too many hospitals, that
n fact we were too hospitable; that the
Tote for hospitals had increased in a way
ie could not understand, and that if the
ieople would not support the hospitals,
hbey must be shut up, because the ov-
!rnment could not afford to eawrn them
)v anyv longer. He referred more espe-
:ially to the Day Dawn and Cue hospi-
als, and he mad e a serious charge.

Tirs Pamnn:E Day Dawn. not Cue.
Mnt. WILSON: Hle Made a serious

bharge against these 'hospitals, for he said
hey were being carried on simply for the
mr-pose of giving employment to doctors
Lnd secretaries, or for the sake of the er-
)enditure of Government money in those
lietricts.

Tas Panusszr: You are quoting exactly,
re, youl

MR. WILsON r think I am. I have
aken notes of what you said, and thoughb

may he wrong& in a word, I think the
neaninz is there.

Tim Panumg: It is just as well to be ac-
urate.

MR. WILSON: I am accurate. The
)remier went on Eo admit that, in hisq
,pinion, all the Government departments
tad r-own too'big, and said the expendi-
ure from revenue on works and buildins
st year was an amount that was alto-

.etheitoo r-eat; and lastly, in referrimrz
o finance, he said it was our first duty to
eclaini the credit of the colony. Now,
urely that list of admissions which I have
ust referred to from the mouth of the

i Premier is an indictment which is enough,
I was about to say, to almost wreck any
Ministry-an admission that everything
hias gone wrong; that the Government
have spent too much mi6 ney; that they
have over-estimated their revenue ; that
they have allowed their hospitals to spend
such large sums of money that they can-
not now afford to uphold them ; aLnd that
the first duty of the country is to, reclaim
the colony's lost credit.

Tym Pacnm, Are you going to stick
to the word "reclaim," too?

Ma. WILSON:- I took the word "re-
claim" down at the time, and if you wish
to disown, it--

THE Pasmmn: I have the Hansard re-
port; and theword I used was "aintain,"
which I can shiew you if you like.

Mn. WILSON:- I do not object to the
explanation. If you do not Wish to owyn
the word-

Ttm NnoxaH: I never said it.
MR. WILSON: I will say it, then, that

our first duty, and I say it without hesita-
i tion, is to "reclaim" the credit of Western

Australia, which the right hon. gentleman
and his Ministry have lost for the time
being; and to support that statement I
could quote authorities which have been
mentioned in this House before -'and it is
unfortunate that one cannot help repeat-
ing statements already made, when a, dis-
cussion of this sort hangs over for three
or four weeks, as- has been the case with
this budget speech. I have here "The
Loan Fisaco," an extract from the All c--
ing Herald, quoting one or two well-
known papers in London. The Morning
Herald says-

The London market was tired of the repeated
applications of this colony for money. Other
ex~lsnations of the failure may be ingenious,
but they are altogether valueless.
Referring to the excuses which were
made in this House-the excuses for the
non-success of our loan flotattion-the ex-
cuse brought forward at that time, I think.
was the Spanish-American war. It was
that event which was upsetting our credit:
hut the J1forninkq Hera.d says here that
those excuses are valueless ; and it quotes
the Glbbc, which is a, friendly critic, by the
way. The Ufobe says :-

There is abundance of money, and a likel-
l'ood of such continuing ; but there is no reason
why the British public should assist the colo-
nies in over-borrowing. As we have pointed
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out more than once, the Australian colonies
are doing themselves an irreparable injury by
their excessive borrowing. This is the case in
a nutshell.
The Financial Times also, in commenting
on the eubject, said;: -

We are not sorry for the result, especially if
it helps to convince the Western Austra ia.
Government that it is pushing on a little too
fast with its borrowing operations. Tbe in-
augunstion. of a self-relying, non-borrowing
policy has been begun compulsorily. It is to
he hoped that it wvill be continued voluntarily.

I have other authorities- The Economnist
has been quoted already. Referring, I
think1 to the Coolgardie water scheme, it
hoped "that this scheme would he
abandoned," and it said that if the Gov-
ernment decided to go on with the Cool-
gardie water scheme, the credit of the
colony, the financial soundness of the
colony, would be seriously impaired. I
need not quote further authorities on this
matter. It appears to, me that it is be-
yond dispute; and we are acting most ab-
surdly if we persist in closing our eyes to
the warnings of these financial authoritiesi
in London, the place where we have to go
for our money, the only place where
we can raise the money which is to carry
on the huge works we are pledged to. Tf
we close our eyes to these warnings, we can
hope for nothing else hut disaster. As I
said before, the colony of Western Aus-
tralia, is all right. No, hon. member in
this Rouse, a-nd no persgon out of it, will
say anything to the contrary. The coun-
try-, is riivht . but we maintain that the
Administration is wrong. Individuals in
Western Australia have done their duty
in the past. I think I am fairly justified
in congratulating the commercial men of
the colony on their enterprise, for tne
faith which they have shewn in their
undertakings in this country. They cer-
tainly have done their best to open up
and develop the country; and I believe,
if they had been given greater sway, we
would not have had the cloud of retrench-
ment hanging over us, which the right
hon. gentleman admitted in his speech
undoubtedly existed in Western Australia.

ThEs PREMIER: I do not think I said
as much about it as You said. I should
like you to quote me.

MR. WILSON: If you will turn up the
Rpeech, you will find what you have
siaid. I quote the right hon. gentleman

from memory; and he said it was beyonc
doubt that, for some time past, the cam
mercial community had been sufferinf
from a depression. I think those wer
his exact words. Whatever I may sal
will not alter the fact. The hon. gentle
man gets up and afya we never had suci
golden times before until this budgel
speech. He says we have never been ii
such a prosperous position. But he i!
not connected with commerce; he ha!
not to earn his living outside, in thi
open market, in h ompetition will
others, as we have to do; and therefori
he does not know that the commercia
communlity of this colony is depressed
Re cannot know it. No one can ex
pect him to know it as business mci
know it, and feel it. When we go, t(
our offices in the morning, we know thai
there is something wrong. We do nol
require to, be told of ft. We know verj
well whether our business is flourishing
We know intuitively whether the mar
ket is good or bad, and we can tell thai
our trade has fallen off in the past si:
months to less than one half of what ii
was 12 or 1S months ago. What is thA
good of shutting our eyes to the posi.
tion? I am not crying. I am noi
whining.

Tnh Panuna: Oh, no!
AIR, WILSON: I say, the eammercia'

conununitv of Western Australia, are quiti
able to hold their own with any other pat
of the world, and they are quite pre
pared to face airy ordinary and usud
depression in trade. You will have you'
depressions. As the tide flows an
ebbs. so will your commerce flow an
ebb-tbet is, you will have your timei
of depression and your times of orospe
rite. But we are not. prepared to hav(
that Position accentuated by over-speen-

Ilation, by real administration on tin
(part of tfie Government, without raisins
our voices in protest, and trying to pul
a stop to it. Of course we know in pri.
vtoe walks of life, in business circles
that many men have gone too fast here
Mfany have adbe too slow also, an6 bott
classes of neople have suffered in conse
quenca. But you must remember thai
these pedple are dealing with their owr.
money; aft any rate, they are deatine
with their own credit: and, if thei
choose to speculate, they must suffer thE
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consequence, whichever way it goes.
But is the Government justified in specu-
lating with the public moneys ?3 I say
decidedly not. When it comes to specu-
lating by any administration, then I
say it is time to put a. stop to it. No
Government has a right to, take the pub-
lie funds of the community, and to enter
into commercial under-takings which
may prove disastrous to that commu-
nity. It appears to me, Sir, that a
good deal of what we are suffering from
at the present time--and I hope I speak
from conviction, and not from a. per-
sonal motive at all; and I think the
Premier himself will give me credit for
this-it appears to m~e that the ills we
are suffering from just now, small
though they may appear to the right
hon. gentleman, have to a very great ex-
tent been caused by this speculative
spirit which. has actuated the Govern-
ment. I go further; I say that as pri-
vate individuals caught the gold and
boom fever two or three years ago in
Western Australia, so the Forrest Minis-
try also caught that boom fever. I say
that they launched into such a lavish
expenditure on public works, they
launched into such great extravagance,
and I will go further and say wasteful-
ness of public moneys, in carrying out
these works, that it has brought us into
the condition, we are in to-night, which
is, that we-a small population of about
170,000-cannot do with less then a re-
venue of three millions of money. That
is the position, as the Premier has told
us: we cannot do with less revenue. Re
has tried to cut down his expenditure to
meet what he considers will be the actual
income, and he has failed to do it suffi-
ciently- He comes here and tells us we
cannot do with less than L2,9010,000,
which he has; estimated to receive. Why,
Sir, we have carried on the business of
this country in a style wi~eb would be
perhaps almost ext'avaganl for a popu-
lation five times its large as that of this
colony. I could not help being struck
with a statement made, after the Pre-
mier had gone on making all these ad-
missions, I have quoted-making ad-
missions of incompetency on the part of
his several departments--l could not
help being struck with the statement,
with the daring challenge hoe threw out.

THE PREMIER: I did not say anything
about incompetency.

Ma. WILSON: I said that. I said
your admissions proved that.

Tha Paamua: I thought you said, "ad-
missions of incompetency."i

MR. WILSON: I think you were not
in the House when I quoted you. I
could not help being struck by the chal-
lenge which he threw out, that no one
Could gather from his statements that
there was no cloud on the horizon. After
admitting that we had gone too last, that
we had spent too much money, that we
had practically exhausted the credit of the
country; then he says, we cannot point
t-. a cloud on the horizon: he cannot see
any cloud, and we cannot'gather it from
his statements. Well,. I do not wish to
be pessimistic; and, as I have said be-
fore, I am simply criticising these re-
marks, I hope, for the good of the coun-
try; and I say that, not only have we a
cloud on the horizon, but in the commer-
oral community at the present time the
sky is somerwhat overcast. We have,
first of all, this deficit of £186,000 in our
last year's revenue; we have the admitted
cessation of the influx of foreign capital
for the time being ; we have the impaired
credit of the country, which is also ad-
mitted;, we have a. falling off in the anti-
cipated increase of our population;- and
we have a large number of unemployed
ini our midst at the present time, as evi-
denced by the crowds of men seeking em-
ployment at the gates of every factory
in the colony every morning in the week.
And at last we have, I -am sorry to say,
what has been pointed out time after
tune by members on this (the Opposition)
side of the House, and might have been
anticipated years ago, the huge army of
discharged civil servants to cope with. I
u'iE go further and say that another
cloud is, in my opinion, the largely over
cotimnated revenue of the year 1898-9. Of
course we are sorry that we should have
to manke statemnents of this sort, and that
we should have practically, to back them
up by arguments. But I assert fearlessly
that it is better for us to thrash the thing
out in its entirety, and to look at froim
every standpoint-from the pessimistic
side, if you like top call it so, as well as the
optimistic side. Let us. I say, look at it

Ifrom every point of view, and then, per-
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hap;, we may, 6y our combined intellig-
ence, be able to guide the ship of State so
safely that we will surely overcome the
difficulties standing in our way at the pre-
sent time. Ofcourse theaPremier will say
that I am decrying the country, and that
I am unpatriotic; but I disclaim it. I
would like simply to quote from one or
LWO speeches made in this House last year,
to show that the Premier w-as warned be-
y rind doubt what would be the result if
be went on in the course he was pursuing
Pt that time. I think the member for
Central Murchison (Air. Illingworth) in
(l.icussing the budget of last year stated
dihtinctly that we shoulct very shortly
overrun the constable. The leader of
tie Opposition also, in debating the
annual Estimates, made use' of that re-
n-ark. He said, referring to the large
amount of loan moneys which it wasl pro-
posed to raise, and expend in this coun-
try, "If we are not careful we will over-
run the constable." The member for
Central Murchison warned the right hon.
gtnatleman in these words, "I make this
statement on these figures, and I say the
Government are going on the straight
way to a 'black Wednesday'". Every
member of the Rouse remembers the
"black Wednesday" which took place in
Victoria. They remember the distress
which ensued, and the Premier was
warnmed last year that he was fast driving
thib State to a "black Wednesday" in
Western Australia. We have reached
tbi& "black Wednesday" to some extent,
when we find that 13 civil servants, I
take it, have been dispensed wvitb, 'or
will be dispensed with at the end of the
year. Surely it is a serious matter, and
one deserving of all the experience and
consideration that members can bring to
bear upon it. There was another quota-
tion with respect to the revenue of the
country. Referring to a statement made
by the member for Central Murchison
that the revenue would not be reached,
the Premier said:;

The lion, member f or Central Murchison (Mr.
Illingwsorthj seemed to think that the Govern-
ment will have, at the end of the year' a
deficiency. I do not think we shall, We
shall watch bow we are going on, and if the
revenue does not come up to our expectations
we shall curtail the expenditure. I do not
think it is desirable to have a deficiency, hut
supposing we had a deficiency of, say, £200 ,000

in a revenue of two millions wnd a half, I d(
not think that would be a serious matter:w
could pay it off the next year. But it is no
advisable to have a deficiency. We have neve
had any deficiency yet, and the object of tbi
Government will be to prevent anything 0
the sort.
That proves conclusively my argunlen
that the right hon. gentleman Was warne(
of the road that he was going. The meut
her for Central Murchison clearly pointe(
out to him that we might expect a de
ficiency in the year's revenue of £200,000
That has come about. The deficiency
there, staring him in the face. Themnem
her for Geraldton (iIr. Simpson) warned
the Premier last year that we, were on th
verge of an unemployed difficulty. Tha
also has come about. The right hot
gentleman was also warned by other mew
hers, myself included, that the countr:
could not employ the large army of civi
stryants which we had in the differen
departments, something like 8,000. H
was further warned that the populatioi
could not stand the increased estimate o
revenue which the Government reckonei
to receive. It appears to me that &
notice has been taken of these repeatei
warnings. For what do we find? Instea,
of the expenditure being cut down, whei
they found that their revenue was no
earning up to expectations, we find tha
the whole of the revenue, as estimated
has been expended with the exception ol
I think, some £60,000 or £70,000 ; so yo
see that in relying upon a promise whic]
the Premier made last year, that if the
did not find their revenue come up t,
their estimate, they would cut down th
expenditure, the House was actually nik
led-I do not say wilfully, but misled-
into passing the Estimates on that promist
which has not been carried out. Tb
borrow and spend policy has been ccii
tinned. The k~ orrest Ministry started wvit
that. They have had a very fair inningi
They have gone on for seven years, I hf
lieve, on the principle of grasping all the
possibly could. If there was ii, big undes
taking in this country out of which po*

sibly a profit might appear on paper, the
the Government wanted that to their
selves. If there is a scheme such as th
Coolgardie water scheme, they wia not ad
mit private enterprise into it, but the
want that also. They grasp at the whol
lot, and they are going to end by gettinj
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nothing. The only thing about the bud-
get speech that struck me as somewhat
huniourous. was the fact that the Premier,
with his usual faith in his good luck, was
looking for soithing to turn up which
would set him on his feet again, the same
as took place when he plunged into the
Southern Cross railway. Fortunate cir-
cumstances discovered Coolgardie, and of
course it was till right. He said here that
if they had obtained the revenue, of course
we would have been all right, and on the
night when he delivered that speech, he
said he thought he would be able to an-
nounce that the Golden Sickle Nugget had
beea discovered. He hoped to be able to
announce something sensational, which
wouldt turn the ebb tide into the flowing0
tide once more. If we are going to pledge
the credit of the colony, and depend upon
discoveries in our go~ldfields, and upon
things turning out right when men of
ordinary commercial acumen cannot see
through it, heaven help the country.
Without wearying this House, or wishing
to repeat the figures which the member
for Central Murchison so clearly placed
befor'e us, doing so with much better effect
than I could hope to, I assert that the
estimated revenue to be received out of
the public this year means a taxation of
£17 or £18 per head.

Tim Pxisnn ANDn TREASURUR: You do
not call that taxation, do you?

MR. WILSON: Most decidedly I call it
taxation. What do you call it? The
bulk is to come out of customs and duties,
and the balance out of the railways, etc.

Tax PnmtmnL AND TREASURER:- I did not
know that the railways were called taxar
tion before.

M&. WMLON:. I do not know wEat you
call it. I reckon every penny of revenue
you have to raise in this country has to
come out of the pockets of the people, and
I say that £.18 per head is far too much.
There is no other country in the Austra-
lasiani colonies where taxation per head
would come to anything like. that. I
speak from memory, but I believe I am
correct in stating there is no other colony
whose revenue will amount to more than
£98 or £9 per head.

H&. ILL~iGWOUTH: Not £98.
M&. WILSON: Not ZS, the hon. mem-

ber reminds me. How can we expect the
small population of Western Australia,

which is busy at the present time in de-
veloping practically an unknown country
-developing this immense territoiy-to
stand't-his immense tax I I call it a tax.
The right hon. gentleman can prove it to
be something else if he likes- How, I
ask, can we expect these people to stand
that immense tax of £18 a head? 1The
Premier claims that the expenditure of
public moneys in Western Australia is a
good asset. I have been very much edi-
fled in looking through the report of the
Director of Public Works, and what I want
to drive home now is this: that no
amount of public buildings, no amount of
mileage of railways, no expenditure on
harbours, can be considered a. good asset
unless you have a commensurate popula-
tion in the country as well. Take those
beautiful pictures which we have of work
carried out by the spendthrift Ministry. I
congratulate them upon the way in which
the report is got up, and it is very rati-
fying that such a production can be had
in Western Australia, but I presume it
costs something. At any rate it bringsi
forcibly before our minds the way the
money has gone. I see here (looking at
report) first of all an additional wing of
public, offices in Perth, situated behind us
-a magnificent building which must have
cost the country a. mint of money. I turn
over the page and see another beautiful
building put up in a place called Broome,
for the post and telegraph offices, and V
find from statistics that Broome has a
population of 360 or thereabouts. This
building, to my mind, would house the
whole population.

A MEMBER: What about the pearling
fleetI

Mai. WILSON: At certain' seasons,
temporary provision has to be made for
800, and I suppose half of that number
do not use the post office. We have
courts and public offices in Geraldton,
which must have run into many thou-
sands of pounds, for a population of
2,700. 1 am simply referring to works
in the report, but we knowr there are
hundreds of others. We have public
offices, and post and telegraph offices, in
Albany, and other places. 'The offices
in Albany must have run into an enor-
mous sum of money, for a population of
2,800.

A AMMBER: More than that.

Aunual _98thnales! F11 OCTOB19R, 1898.]L



2296 Annual Estimates: LSEBY] Dbt nFnne

MR. WILSON: According to the re-
turna, the population is 2,800. We have
a post and telegraph office at Guildford,
where I think a corner store would have
answered. We have there a post
and telegraph office which must
have cost £5,000 or X6,000, the
population being 1,200. Then in
Perth we bhave a lovely pic~ure
of the Royal Mint. Goodness knows
what it cost!I I think tbere is an esti-
miate of something like £15,000, hut, in
my opinion, the cost is nearer £50,000.
Perhaps the Director of Public Works
will correct me if I am wrong. The Ob-
servatory on Mount Eliza. is a heautifu]
structure. I do. noi know whether
people walk up there to see this immense
building. It appears to me that the
quarters of the person in charge of the
Observatory are about five times larger
than the portion devoted to making ob-
servations. They cost about five times
too much money. In my humble
opinion we have been constructing in
this colony works 10, T5 or 20 times too
large and too expensive far the means at
our disposal, and works, which, unless
our population increases very largely,
cannot be called' a good _asset for the
money expended. I am afraid that in
years to come they will be referred to as
monuments of the folly and extrava-
gance of the Forrest Ministry. Now,
with regard to this deficit of £186,000,
that is) part of the cloud of depression
which the Premier admits is hanging
over the colony. I welcome that deficit
if it will prove a wholesome check on the
extravagance of the Ministry, but I am
very much afraid that nothing will cbeck
them in their extravagance, although the
Premier admits that they have spent far
more than they should bave done. He
admits that this is a wonderful country
for spending money, and always has
been. I Am very much afraid that they
will go on finding Western Australia a
wonderful country for expending money
until something else brings them up with
a round turn, and until, in fact, the
country cannot get any more money to
spend. The works we have before us at
the present, with the amount of in-
debtedness to which we are already
pledged, with the Treasury bills that are
now current or floating on the London

market, amount to something like
£02,850,000.

THE PRtssnn: Wfhat is that I
MR. WILSON: Treasury bills.
THE PsssnnR: It shows how ignorant

you are. There is only one million in
London altogether.

MR, WILSON: What about the Great
Southern railwayI

THE NEaMIE: That is not Treasury
bills. It is inscribed stock.

Ma., WILSON: Is it?
THE PREm=n: Cef-falinly; you ought

to know that.
MR. WILSON: I think I can turn up

some speeches of the right hon. gentle-
n..an's in which he referred to these rail-
ways as having been paid for in Treasury
bills, and that these will mature in De-
chmber, 1899.

TirE PREIER: I baid the first Treasury
bilks current will mature in December,
1299. There are only £750,000 of Trea-
sury bills, in London altogether.

MR. WILSON: Perhaps the right hon.
gentleman will tell me how many Trea-
sury bills have been issued.

THE PR5Miss: There are l.A million
pounds current at the present Cfme.

Mn. WILSON: Those Treasury bills
will have to be redeemed within the next
year or two.

THnE PRnIMER: No; within three years.
MR, WILSON: The Government have,

in Addition, to raise a million to carry out
the contract for laying, the Coolgardie
pipes, and that does not include thootbher
uorks; then they have to find the money

for covering their reappropriations and
their deficit, amounting to 1 millions
more -,and these four millions will hare
have to be paid in the next three years.

Pus Pnnuni: Not so much as that.
Mn. WILSON: Say 3j millions. I do

not mind giving you b elf a million,
though I think the total will hie nearer
five millions.

Turn Paman: We have only a. million
and A, half of authorisat ions Altogether,
except the Treapury bills.

MaR. WILSON: If the money is spent,
we are bound to rai se a, loan to repay it;
and I say we have to raise four millions
within the next three years, or probably
two years, and I believe we cannot raise
it,

Debate 6n Anance.CASSEMBLY-1
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Tim PREMIER: I deny that absolutely.
You do not know anything about it.

MR. WILSON: I am trying to explain
:ny views.

THE PREMIER: I amn correcting iirep-
resentations that are goi ng about.

MR. WILSON: Rfleerring now to
another matter, the cessation of the influx
of foreign capital into this colony, I say
that is a. matter that no one can control
absolutely, and I am not going to blame
the Ministry altogether for the cessation
of the inflow of British capital. After
capitalists have had a rush in the invest-
mnent of money in any country, and when
the speculation fever has abated, they
btgin to ease off for a time, and will want
to get some returns. I believe the inflow
of British capital into our goldfields wus,
to a very large extent, stopped, checked,
curtailed, on account of our unsatisfac-
tory mining laws. I believe the British
capitalists felt their tenure was not se-
cure; and when they found there was a
liability 'of losing their property, they
itaturally said they would invest no more
money in this colony until these things
wvere altered. I congratulate the Minis-
try and also this House on having so
altered the mining laws of the country as
to re-establish that confidence in our gold
miines which British investors had some
three or four years ago ; and I trust this
action of t-he House will certainly, and at
an early date, re-establish the confidence
of investors, so that we may have Bri-
tish capital again coming into the country,
developing our industries, and so giving
employment to the labour of the people.
I hope the Government are, and I be-
lieve this House is, now coming round to
the view which has been so strongly
advocated from this side of the House,
and tbat the Ministry will seriously take
into consideration the advisability of en-
conraging pnivate enterprise to assiet,
wherever possible in opening up and de-
veloping the country in every way. The
Premier also referred to the question of
having a Public Works Board established
in this colony. That is at suggestion that
has. been thrown out by many speakers
in this House, and it has been advocated
especially by members on this (the Op-
position) side of the House.

TBR PREMIER: It was at Civil Service
Board I referred to.

I M.. WILSON: I am open to correc-
Lion, but I believe the Premier referred
to a Public Works Board being establi-
shed in this country. T am with him in
that, and I hope he will see that a. Pub-
lic Works Board is etablished here, so
that when railway proposals come before
Parliament they shall not be brought for-
wyard on the recommendations of the
Ministry alone and then be abandoned, as
we know the railways proposed by the
Government in the present session have
been abandoned, for every work of any
inagnititude proposed in the Governor's
speec h at the beginning of the session
hat; been absolutely abandoned and given
tip. That shows the controlling force of
the Opposition in this House. It will be
a good day for Western Australia if a
Public Works Board is established here
on good lines; and avoiding those pitfalls
elsewhere which the Ministry here have
had an unhappy knack of blundering into.
One serious matter that requires special
comment is that our population is deci-
dedly falling off at the present time ; or
if we do not say falling off, we may say
the estimated increase of population is
falling off. For instance, during last
wonth Otte population actually decreased
as much as the population had increased
during the previous quarter.

MR. MORAN: A good job too.
MR. WILSON: I say it is a bad job.

L. is a disastrous day for any country
when people begin to leave its shores.

Mn. MORAN: They are better away
than starving here.

Mn. WILSON: That is a different argu-
rient. The fact that our population can-
act get employmhent, here and are be-
ginning to leave our shores is g'reatly to
be regretted. My argument and my
great contention always have been that, if
we had confined ourselves more to the
economical administration of this coun-
try, if we had abated what has been
called in some newspapers the "great
public works rage." if instead of encourag-
ing thousands of civil servants to flock
over here, and seek employment in the
numerous public departments we have
built up and are now pulling down, we
had addressed ourselves to the affairs of
the country from an economical stand-
point, and allowed other people to do this
speculative business, our population
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would have been with us to-day, instead
of leaving the country as it is doing.

MIR. 'Mon.As: They would never have
come here, under such a policy.

MR. WILSON: If we had confined
ourselves to administration on these
lines, we would not have had the enor-
mous taxation we have to-day; but we
could have devoted our lar-ge revenue
from customs to the reduction of taxa-
tion in order to make living cheaper,
and by that means we would have at-
tracted an increasing, population to the
colony. Instead of that, we have adopted
the most disastrous policy that could be
devised by any Government; for 'ye
have boasted that we were going to, con-
struct our huge public works out of re-
venue, and we have spent something
like Z800,000 last Year on permanent
public works constructed out of revenue,
and now we cannot finish them, for we
have not the revenue with which to
finish them, and our credit is so im-
paired that we can hardly raise loan
moneys for completing these works.
We have begun on this unwise and dis-
astrous policy, and I have contended for
the last three years that there can be no
justification in taking money out of the
pockets of the people in the present age
for constructing works which are going to
last for the next 600 years. Another
matter which might have been well at-
tended to, and would have brought
nmost beneficial results in our administra-
tion, is the fact that we should have
left this departmental day labour alone
in our public works, and should have
let works by contract as far as possible,
instead of employing this huge army of
civil servants, nd instead df building up
these useless departments which we have
now to pull down. We wvould then have
haed our works executed by contract,
and we would not have had this "black
Wednesday" to face. I should like briefly
to refer to the estimated revenue for the
current year 1898-9, and I say the
amount stated by the Premier is very
largely over-estimated. I do not see
the wildest possibility of our reschinvr
the figure which. the Premier hopes to
receive, namely, £2,905,000. I should
like to judge it from a standpoint other
than that wvhich hon. members have al-
ready taken in their arguments on this

matter, for if any business man is calcu-
latting what he hopes to receive in his
commuercial undertakings, he as a. rule
looks back to previous years or to pre-
vious months, as the case may be, and
uses his judgment on the figures. He
also looks ahead and averages the
figures, more or less, and so proves his
calculations. That is one way. I take
the revenue for the past four yeatrs, and
in 1895 1 find that our revenue was
£1,126,000; in 1896 the revenue was
C1,S858,000; and in 1891, when we had

Iour big boom, the revenue jumped up to
X 2,842,000. Then mark the turn of the
tide; for in 1898 there was a slight de-
crease, our revenue then being
£2 ,754,000. The. Government had
these figures before them, and surely
with the indications these gave, they
should have seen how the tide was
going, and the Premier should have been
warned that the tide had turned. Surely
it would have been fair to have struck
a n average of the four years, I do not say
as a guide, in estimating the probable
revenue for the -present year; and if
they had taken an average, it would
have been £2,4851,000, which I venture
to state is just about the revenue they
wvill receive.

THE PREMIER: We had a lot of new
railways to take into account,

Mu. WILSON: Yes; I know. An-
other way to look at this estimate is to
take the customs collected during the
last half of the year 1897-8, and it
would have been seen that in the latter
half-year the collections were £50,000
less than in the first six months; and
yet we find the Ministry estimating that
in the coming year they are to receive
Only £10,000 less than they received
from the customs in the last year. But
the figures themselves prove that the es-
tihnate must have been wrong, and
that the best the Government could
hope to receive would be £100,000 less
from the customs than they received in
the last year. It appears to mae that
the whole of the estimates of the Minis-
try are built up, not on what they think
they can get, but on what they think

I they require to expend, and "the wish is
father to the thought." They want
three millions of money to expend, and
cannot do with less to carry on the Rf-
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fairs of the country; and so the Esti-
pnates aire made up accordingly. The
railways, as the right lion, gentleman in-
terjected, have been extended ;but I
maintain that the customs revenue has
a direct bearing on the railway revenue,
and if the Ministry are not getting
goods through the Customs, they cannot
get the revenue from the railways. Most
of the goods sent out of the colony, am
far as bulk is concerned, are timber.

MRs. MORGANS: What about the gold-
fields traffic I

MR. WILSON: The
exporting.

MR. MORGANS: No;

goldfields are not

they are import-
ing.

Ma. WILSON: My argument is that
our customs revenue cannot possibly
come within £100,000 less than the
amount received last year; and as the
customs revenue has a direct bearing on
the railway revenue, we cannot hope
that our railway revenue will keep up to
last year's receipts. All these things tend
to prove that the estimate for this year i6
largely over-stated, and we cannot hope
to get that amount. The fact is, the
money is wanted to carry on these expen-
sive departments ; and we shall have to
face not only the mistake that has been
made this year in creating a deficit of
£186,000, but wre shall have to face that
deficit added to a further deficit at the
cad of the current year, and these to-
gether will probably exceed half a million
of money. I have little further to add,
except to state that I think it is grossly
unfair that members of this (the Opposi-
tion) side of the House should be told,
time after time, that they have induced
the Government to undertake this exces-
sive expenditure. I think the few quota-
tions I have given from H~nsard show
that members on this side of the House
have always held out warnings to the Pre-
mier, and have endeavoured to restrain
the Government in their unwise tendency
to lavish expenditure. Therefore I do not
think it is fair that we should have it
thrown in our teeth that we have been
parties to this expenditure, or that we are
encouraging the Government this year to
still further increase the indebtedness of
the country. They have been warned
time after time. According to those
warnings, all their public works, I mean

their railways, have this year been aban-
doned ; and abandoned not because they
mished to throw up their policy, but be-
cause they saw that the predictions of th3
members who, had warned them were conm-
ing true ; because their revenue had
proved, as I have shown, that it could not
possibly keep up, or come up to anythuig
like what they hoped it would be. I hope
this retrenchment, which the Commis-
sioner of Railways and Director of Public
Work3 has taken in hand, will not stop

pat the rank and file, for I hope he will see
I that, when the cutting down takes place,

the pruning knife is used on the heads of
the departments as well as on the rank
and file. I regret to see that the £2 10s.
a week man is being discharged wholesale,
while the heads and sub-heads, and all the
other men who draw the larger salaries,
are retained. We cannot hope to have
successful retrenchment in this way. If
we take it that those 400 civil servants
who have been dispensed with average
something like £2 10s. per week, you
have then only some £1,000 per week
saved, or any £50,000 a year. What is
that in an expenditure of three millions?
In many instances, whole departments re-
quire wiping out; and I think that can
be done. I say there has been wasteful
extravagance in all these departments.
Any Administration which had been in
power as long as my friend the Premier
and his colleagues have been in office,
would be bound to get into that extrava-
gant way of carrying on the country's
business, especially after having passed
through such boom times as we have had
here. I admit that. I do not care who
are in power for seven years, they are
bound to ultimately wind up with extrava-
gance. But I do say that some men

Icould put on the brake, and cut their coat
according to their cloth. I hope the For-
rest Ministry will do this, and not half-
heartedly; I hope they will take the de-
partments in hand, and that extravagant
departments will be looked into by Select
Committees of this House. I think there
is nothing better for such public institut-
tions than that Committees should be ap-
pointed from time to time to inquire into
them, anid endeavour to initiate reforms.
I intend shortly to move that a Com-
mittee be appointed to investigate
one of the departments, which I hope can
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bie cut down to a great extent, and can be
made to produce a much larger revenue
than it has produced in the past, and
which I hope can be conducted oh much
more economical lines than it has been
hitherto; though perhaps my friend, the
Premier, will not agree with me in that
respect. I hope we will adopt as our
policy, as the great problem which we
have to settle as the legislative power in
this colony, that of trying to induce people
to come to our country and settle in it.
That appears to me to be the great de-
sideratumn for Western Australia; and our
aim in carrying out that object should be,
not to carry on huge and gigantic public
works; our aim should rather be to wisely
administer the affairs of this State so that
we may reduce taxation to a minimum,
so that we can reduce the cost of living,
and so that we can induce the people to
come here permanently, and thus, I hope,
to develop the country to which we have
all pinned our faith, and which I hope we
all intend to stand by.

Tim PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Right Bon. Sir J. Forrest) in reply : I
am sure we have all listened with much
attention to the ton. member who has
just sat down; and, it some of my obser-
rations are directed To what he has said,
and if I omit reference? to what some other
members who have preceded hint have
said, it is only because what the hon.
member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson) ham
said is more fresh in my memory. The
hon. member has told us a good deal about
extravagance. Well, I am sure most of
us will agree thai it is a good thing to be
economical; and certainly a bad thing to
be extravagant. But I remember sonie
years ag-o--it has just come into my mind
-that, when we were in the boom time,
the hon. member was one of those who led
an attack on the Government because
they had not seen far enough into the
future, and did not provide sufficient rol-
ling-stock to meet the requirements of
that time. That necessitated an expendi-
ture of more thitn a. million of money
without the authority of this House~-
w'ithout the authority of Parliament-in
order to meet the requirements of the
colony.

MR. MORAN: We were all in that.
Tm PREMIER: Tbe' hon. member

was one of those who then blamed the

(:overient because it had not seen far
enough ahead ; because 'ye were not able
to cope with the extraordinary circum-
stnvces that arose at that time. If
during years past wve have tried to cope
'tith the difficulties that have beset us,
and have tried to look into the future to
Home extent, it is fortunate that we have
not overstepped the mark-for in my
opinion we have not overstepped the
mark. But it seems that the hon.
miember is now on the other side,
charging us with extravagance, be-
cause he thinks we have to some extent
overstepped the mark ; and I think I
shall be able to show, before I sit down,
that we have done nothing of the sort.

Ma. WILSON: YOU have gone to the
other extreme now.

TPits PREMIER: In making the Finan-
cial Statement every year, I have always
desired to give a history of the colony. I
have always desired that anyone who
takes up the speech which I have had the
honour of delivering to this House, should
be able to, judge for himself of the posi-
tion of almost every, if not every, indus-
try of the colony-of its development
during the past year, and its prospects
in the future. I have dealt with all the
su bjects which are of interest to us--with
financial questions, with questions con-
nected with the produce of the soil and
its development, with the gold industry,
with the debt of the colony, in fact, with
every subject one could be desirous of
knowing, if one wished to become acqu-
aidted with the actual position of our
affairs. In criticising the Financial State-
inent made by me, as Treasurer of the
colony, one might expect that members
of the Opposition would deal with some,
if not all, of the questions dealt with by
th, Treasurer in his Financial Statement.
One might expect that we should have
reference made to the various interests
of the colony and its various industries,
criticising some, praising others. Gener-
ally, I think I might expect that those
numbers who took on themselves to tornm
an Opposition or to lead an Opposition,
hould have something to say in regard
to the various inter-ests which go to make
up this great colony. But I will ask hon.
memibers if we have received from the
gentlemen opposite anything of the kind I
They have dealt with only one or two
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paints, and that generally as if they had
a brief to attack the Government, and
to say as much as possible, within mode-
rate bounds, in regard to the maladmini-
stration, as they term it, of the colony by
the present Ministry. The member for
the Canning (Mr. Wilson) told us the
colony was all right. Well, I am much
obliged to him for that; I am glad he
should say so; and I hope that part of his
speech will be printed in large letters,
andl some other parts of it be printed in
very email. I generally find, however.
that all those parts of a speech by an Op-
position member which reflect upon the
stability of the country, or upon the Gov-
erment, or upon the administration of
affairs, are given a great deal more pro-
minence in the Press, not only here, but
elsewhere, thana those. parts which are of
a contrary tenour. The bon. member has
told us that there ig a depression in this
colony. I think I referred to it, to some
extent, in the speech which I delivered on
the 18th of August last. I did not say,
as the bon, member would make me any,
that there was no cloud upon the horizon,
that. there was no dark cloud upon it; but
what I did say was that I could not dis-
tinguish it, that I could not see the dark
cloud, in looking round about this colony,
and in looking at the colony's various
industries. I said I had looked at the
agricultural industry, that I had looked
at the pastoral and timber industries,
that I had looked at our great
gold-mining industry, and was more than
satisfied ; also that I found inyself in a
difficulty to account for the depression
which was said to exist in some circles.
And so I do. I have not heard from the
hon. member opposite (Mr. Wilson), nor
from the member for Central Murchison
(Mr. Illingwortb), nor from any of them.
any, real or good reason for this depres-
sion. I have heard, of course, that it has
resulted from the maladministration of
the Government, and that it is all due to
the Government; that the Government
are to blame, that they have brought all
this upon the colony ;and I shall be able
to refer, directly, to some of the Execu-
meats adduced in favour of those proposi-
tions. I only ask them-and I migfht
have expected from them, I think-that
ii the Government are to blame in regard
to this matter, we should be told in what

way we are to blame; and no one would
have been more glad than I to listen to
observations from hon. gentlemen show-
in:; in what way, during the last veer or
two, the Government have been to blame
in regard to what is called the depression
in this colony. I know this, that during
the last year the Government spent 31
millions of money out of revenue, and
ucarly two millions, £1,900,000 odd, out
of loan ; making a total of over five mil-
lions of money which wvas spent; not all
in this colony, for of course some Went to
pay interest on our debt, and to buy
rolling-stock and other things we hanve to
import from the old country ; but still
the gross expenditure on account of re-
vcnue and loan was over five millions,
and therefore it is strange, and requires,
care aind consideration, more care than
the hon. member has given, I take it, to
know why it is that during last year,
when we were spending this large sum of
money, a far larger amount than was
eves expended in this colony previously,
that the revenue of this colony has
1-roved to be less than it was the year be-
fore. In the year ending 30th June,
I f 97, we had only a million pounds worth
of gold exported ; bur population was
smaller ; the expenditure of the colony'
was far less; and still, for that year, the
revenue, of the colony was greater than it
wam- for the year ending the 30th June.
I 898-in the year, as I said before, when
tht Government spent over five millions.

MR. WVILSON: Over-expenditure. .
THE PREMIER : Over-expenditure

Then I onnnob see it. If the hion. mnem.
her tells me that spending money causes
depression-

MR. MORAN: Not during the year it is
spent, surely.

THE PREMIER: During the year it
is spent.

.MR. WTsox : You cannot make a
country prosperous by excessive public
expenditure.

Tan PREMIER : Well, it might hep
private expenditure, then. I differ from
the hon. member. I believe that when
there is a large public expenditure, the
colony will have prosperity-at any
rate, at the time the money is being
spent.

'MR. WILqoN : But that time is past.
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THn PREMIER: The hon. member is
wrong. I said that, during the year
ending .30th June, 1898, when wre were
spending this money, and wheu we spent
a very much larger amount-a, million
more, in fact-out of revenue than we
bad spent the year before, the revenue
of the colony was less.

MR. ILLINGwWRH: How do you ac-
count for it?

THE PREMIER : I should like the hon.
member to have told me that; but he
has not told me. No; he prefers to
deal with references to the Estimates in
which he tries to show, and to his own
satisfaction does show, that the Trea-
surer has always been wrong, and he
himself always right; but he forgets to
tell us that he always has the Treasurer's
Estimates before him when he criticises
the financial policy of the Government,
and is therefore in a better position as to
time for forming an opinion on the posi-
tion of the country than is the Trea-
surer.

MR. ILLINGWOETH: That is not correct.
THE PREMIER: He is in a better posi-

tion, as he wvas a, few nights ago, in hav-
ing spoken two months after I did, and in
having two months of the history of this
colony in his favour.

MR. ILLTNGORTH: That is not correct,
because my figures were written down be-
fore your budget.

THE PREMIER: I do, not know what
your figures are, but I should have
thought you would have used them ait the
time. Surely you would not have allowed
two months to have passed.

Mn. ILLTNowoRTH: My figures were writ-
ten down before the budget speech wvas
delivered.

Tnn PREMIER: Then I am glad the
hon. member can see so far. I would not
do such a thing, myself.

AIR. ILLISOWoRTH: Perhaps not.
THE PREMIER: That is all right, then.

It just shows us how far the hon. member
can see into the future. The bon. men,
her asked me, what was the reason of the
decrease of revenue. I will tell him
directly. I am sure anyone who has lis-
tened to the speeches this eveing-I will
deal directly, with those delivered the
other evening-must have been rather
disappointed. There is no fear that any-
thing the member for North Perth (Mr.

Oldham) and the member for the Can-
ning (Mr. Wilson) says in this colony will
be valued at anything more than is due
to the positions those gentlemen occupy
in the colony, and the opinion the people
of this colony have of their general worth ;
they will be taken by the people of this
colony probably at what they are worth,
and that worth each one will judge for
himself. But beyond the limits of this
colony, they will not be taken as in any
way associated with those two hon. gentle-
men, but they will be taken as coming
from members of Parliament occupying
seats in the Opposition ; and they will
have an exaggerated effect, I take it, over
and alive the, influence they will have in
this colony, where we are acquainted w~ith
everyone, and where we know the exact
state of affairs, and therefore are not in-
fluenced to an undue extent by what a
person says. I would ask those gentlemen
who have said so much about the adminis-
tration of this Government within the last
seven or eight years, whether one might
not have expected from them somethi ng
in the way of generosity in regard to the
exertions made by hon. members sitting
on these benches, and also by the other
hon. members on this (the Government)
side of the House? I would ask them
whether they think that, in the speeches
they have'made in this debate, they have
acted in any way fairly to those who have
tried to do their best for this colony, as
far as 'their ability would allow them, dur-
ing the past seven or eight years. I should
like to ask them whether they have looked
before, whether they have taken the
trouble to look back on this colony as it
was seven or eight years ago, a-nd to com-
pare it -with its position now ; and
whether, if they have done so, they should
not now be able to say: "tWell, at any rate,
whatever the demerits of these persons
who have had the administration of the
affairs of this colony have been during the
last seven years, at all events they have
made this colony a very different place
now from what it was at that time."

MR. OLDHAM: The people made that.
THE PREMIER: The people?
MR. OLDHAM: Yes.
MR. ILLINGWORTHJ: Did the Government

make the country?
THE PREMIER: Certainlyv, the ad-

ministration of this country is reflected
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upon everything that has gone on during
these years. What pblicy has built rail-
ways all over the country, has given water
all ever the goldfields, and has built pub-
lie, buildings all over the colony I Has it
nothing to do with the administration of
affairs all this time, building jetties and
baa-hours, and doing everything to trans-
form the country from what it was seven
years ago? Is it all due to the people
here? Is nothing due to the administra-
tion? The people bad very little to do
with guiding the destinies of the country.

Mn. ILLINOWORTH: Where did you get
the money? Who provided it?

Ma. OLDMmn: You pulled through the
bicyolist who came here the other day, I
suppose?

THE PREMIER:- I showed him the way,
20 or 30 years ago. (General laughter.)
The hon. member has told us we have done
things too well in this colony, that our
buildings are too good, and generally that
we have been extravagant in making these
buildings. I think we were told these
buildings were going to last 500 years, so,
at any rate we made them substantial.
My idea is that in a colony, like this, with
such great possibilities, with the eyes of
the world upon us, as they have been
during the last seven or eight years, it
would ill become us to put up paltry build-
ings of iron or tin, and that whilst abhout
it, baving faith as we have in the future
of this country, we certainly ought to put
up buildings somewhat commensurate with
our possibilities. After all, our buildings,
as aniule, are not so good as those in other
countries which are not better situated,
sEine of theni not sio well situated as we
are; and I think if we have erred, we have
done so on the right side. Seeing that we
have been able to build a great many of
these works out of our current revenue,
and that they are no charge on the people
of the country, whilst the tariff existing
to-day, and which will exist probably for
a long while, is not much more than it
used to be, I am of opinion we have done
well. We have taken advantage of the
money we had in trying, to make this
country better, more habitable, and more
convenient, as well as more profitable to
the people who live in it. I say if any one
wants to 'know what the present Govern-
ment and the Parliament-I do not say
the Government only, but Parliament, and

I will even include the members on the
Opposition side of the House-have done
during the last seven years, al he has to
do is to follow the savice given to a person
in St. Paul's Cathedral, to whom someone
said, in regard to Si? Christopher Wren's
nmonument: "If you seek a monument,
look around!,, So I say to all those wh .
carp and criticise: if you want to see a
monument of what the Parliament of this
country has done duriuig IThe last seven
years, look around you. I desire to thank
my hon. friend ihe member for Can tra[
Murchison (Mr, Illingworth)-I have not
forgotten him, although I have left him
till now-for the speech he made thec other
evening. I dekire to thank him for the
generous expressions he made towards me
personally, and I may say that, taking him
as3 a rule, I think he is of a generous dis-
postition--certainly in dealing with in-
dividuals, and he sets us a good examle
in that respect. He does not descend to
criticise us personally; but, for all that,
leaving out the personal part of it, he
criticises us pretty severely, after all. I
am going to tell the hon. member, while
thanking him most sincerely for the gener-
ous references to myself personally, which
I highly appreiate, that I do not think he
was fair in the criticisms which he passed
upon me and upon the Government. He
told us that all the trouble that had come
to the colony was due to our bad manage-
ment, and bad financing. He spoke about
the depreysion, about the fnllin~z revenue.
and about his own good estimates with
regard to, the reveniue ; but he told usg very
little on the otter side. He did not tell
us much about the great gold increase,
and the possibilities-he did not wax elo-
quent regarding what our gold production
will be in a. year or- two. 'He never told us
a word about that.

Mn. ILLINGWORTE3: You did that.
TnuE PREMIER: No one could do it bet-

ter than the hon. member. Why did he
not wax eloquent with regard to the future
fortunes of this country?

iMR. IL.LINGwORTH1: Because you have
done it.

Twa PREMIER: But 1 think it very
necessary, and it would be corroborative
of what I have said. I reneat that he
never spoke about the great gold-mining~
indpatrv or its possibilities.
I MR. ILLINUWonI: Yes, I did.

Annual Edimates: [11 OCTOBER, 1898.]



2804 Annual Estimates: [A EML) Dbtoninne

Tim PREMIER: Very little. He never
said what it would be in two or three
years1 and he did not say anything about
the wool industry.

M I . ILLINOWORTE: I did.
TiE PREMIER: Or the timber in-

dustry.
Ma. Juawors: I did.
THE PREMIER: The agricultural and

pastoral industry.
Mu. ILLINGWORTH: I did. You are not

fair,
T'iw PREMIER: He said very little

about them, and he never waxed eloquent
with regard to them; nor did he tell us
what I wvanted him to state-the reason
for this depression. That is what we ex-
pected from him.

MR. ILNwyooa: I did. You have
not told us yet. Will you now?

Tire PREMIER: I will tell you, directly.
I have told you it is difficult for me to
understand it; it is, very difficult, and I
should like a great financier like the hon.
member to devote himself to that aspect
of the affatir1 and tell uis the reason why.
w~ith the vast expenditure of money last
year, the revenue should have fallen more
than the -year before, when the revenue
was a million less and the gold export
was a, million less.

Mn. IMAuxowTowRn: I told you in a single
stentence. Take the normal condition.

Tim PREMIER: I do not see why youi
should. When our gold was booming up,
and our revenue and loan exp~enditure
was so large, why should we get into
normal conditions? The hon. member
tells us we are taxed to the extent of £] 6
per head. That is a new idea of finance.

MR. ILLixoWORTm: I did not say that.
Inm PREMIER: Well, the hon. member

opposite (Mr. Wilson) told us. He forgot
to tell us that we expended money to the
extent of £30 per head.

MR. ILLInowoRTJT: Where did you get
it?

Tnx PREMIER: Get five millions and
divide it by 170,000. But the hon. mem-
ber did not tell us that. 'He dealt only
with his side of the question. If he
asipires to he leader of the Opposition,
or to be a. prominent member of it, he
will not find members ready to listen to
him and give him credit for hit; observa-
tions., unles~s he looksq At both aides. If
his desire is to make out at case Raainst.

the Government, be should certainly en-
deavour to act fairly.

MRT. ILLINOIVORTH: You look on one
side.

Tuu PREMIER: I look on the right
side.

Ma. ILLuxoWORra: So do I.
THE PREMIER: My idea is that the

reason this denreasion came upon us. in
the midst of this great expenditure of
money, was the withdrawal or stoppage
of the inflow of foreign capital.

MR. ILLING WORTH : Is. not that what I
said?7

Tha PREMIER: Did you?
Ma. Iz~ruxowoarn:i Yes; it is here in

Hansard.
Tim PREMIER: Then I did not hear

it. I say it is because the British investor
or the foreign investor-

Ma. MORAN:- And the Australian in-
vestor.

Tim PREMIER: I mean the whole lot
of them, stopping the investment of capi-
tal, or not groingpon very quickly with it.
There 'are a good many reasons for that.
I agree with the member for the Canning
(Mr. Wilson) that our bad mining law
had somethina to do with that. There
was a reason for it. It was not the fa-ult
of the people of the colony, or those who
had taken a leading position in its
politics, so much as, it was the clamour of
aL lot of people who thought they knew
a great deal better than we did. We 'had
no law to go upon in 1886. The mining
law was introduced by the hon. member
opposite (Mr. Illinzworth), and by others
who thougZht they knew a great deal more
about mining law than we did : and we,
thinking they knew something about it,
very foolishly agreed with them. We also
listened too much to people who were
sgufferingr from undue prosperitv, and to
a lot of agitators aind those who were
given to riotous behaviour, and we began
to think that they, too, knew something
about it. I refer not to members in this
fause. but to persons on the goldfields.
WTe thouzht they were suffering under
some ral grievance and hardship, and
we listened too much to them. We now
see the rendlt. We introduced into our
goldfields law a system which gives no
security to those who invest their capital;
atnd I would like to ask anyone in this
House, or in the colony or outside of it,
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whether, if they had the whole world
before them for investment, and had the
money in their pocket too invest, they
would invest in the goldfields in this
colony if they could not get security of
tenure. No one but a lot of simpletons
would do it. The reason money has been
invested, since the Mining Act of 1895
was passed, is that the peopie who in-
v ested did not know the conditions under
which they were investing, or they would
ha ve buttoned up their pockets.

MR. ILLINGWoRTH: There is no connec-
tion at all. It was the "wild cat" schemes.
Tim PREMIER: There is another

reason. I have told you about the stop-
page of capital and the bad mining laws;
I hove told you about riotous behaviour
on the goldfields, an account of which.
was cabled to England end read by cipi-
talists, who will not invest in a country
where even the Premier of the colony
cannot go to a place without being in-
iulted, hustled, and maltreated. Is that
v.place where people would invest money?
THey would think twice about it. There
is another reason. I refer to the con-
tinual wailiags of members of the 0 pposi-
:ion, which arecarried away to other parts
1f the world, including the great centre

'rom which capital comes.
Ma. MoRoAN4: The Mayor of Kalgoor-

'ie, for example.
TnE PREMIER: I am talkingr of the

)pposition and the way in which they
.ry down the Government. They desire
:o promote the interests of the country,
jut they wish to, attack the Government,
ind in attacking the Government they
Jo not care to what length they go ; the
-esult being that they traduce the Colony.

Ma. MoRuux: That is politics.
Tim PREMIER: A gentleman recently

-eturned from London told me that the
ipeeches made in this House during this
iession have done a great deal of harm
a London, through the terribly pessimis-
:ic view taken by members of the Oppo-
ition in regard to the financial position
Lnd future of the colony. That gentleman
vas a person in a responsible position.
rhe statement can be taken for what it
a worth, but I thoroughly believe it.
4"hat is said is read in the London papers.
f a spicy thing is said agaiso heGr
!rnment or against the Colony, we find

i'- reproduced, Dot in one paper, but in
several.

M. ILLNOWOWPE : You hardly get
Australia mentioned.
THB PREtMIER: Oh, yea.
A MEMBER: What about the Timies?
Tax PREMIER: I never say anything

against the colony, or the Government.
All I can say is, if these wailings and
these pessimistic, speeches traducing the
Government, and traducing the colony,
did not have any effect, they should have
had ; because if I were to read the speech of
the member for- the Canning (Mr. Wilson)
and that of the member for North Perth
('Mr. Oldham) and had money to inve-st,
I should certainly be very much influ-
enced by those speeches, and should con-
sider whether it was worth while or de-
sirable to invest money in .& country so
badly managed and on the precipice of
raun.

MR. Wmxo.oy: If it makes you more
cautious, it will do good.
Tim PREMIER : It will do you a, lot of

harm, in the meantime, I am afraid.
Ma. WILSON : I will chance that.
Tax PREMIER: There is one very

great thing, however, that this depres-
sumn, as it is called, has done. It ha 5
brought some people to their senses.
The noisy agitator is coming to his senses,
and he finds that unless he is more mod-
erate and reasonable, his occupation will
be, gone-he will have to "C seek for
fresh fields and pastures new." And
there is a better thing than that:- the
people are getting reasonable, too, and
sensible, and will not listen to agitators
much longer. In fact, you can see it
everywhere. The people are coming to
their senses, and you can trust the peo-
ple when a. matter is brought home to
them. They are, I repeat, coming to
their senses, and as far as I can see they
are dot r i-ed to judge for thenmpelve
and to judgre wisely. I am very glad to
join with the member for the Canning,
int regard to the passing of the Gold
Mines Bill. I am glad indeed it has
passed this House, and I have no doubt
it wiill pass another place, if not exactly
as: we seat it, at any rate in, a way quite
satisfactery. It does secm to me, look-
ing back upon. the history of 0all these
troubles resulting from the dual title, to
be absurd and strange that in a country
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which is a reefing country, as a whole, we
should have gone so far out of our way
as to destroy security of tenure, when we
could easily have given all the necessary
security and privileges to the alluvial
miner. We could easily have done that
by examination, before the issue ofu
lease, so as to preserve alluvial ground as
far as possible from the lease. Alluvial
is, as I say, the exception and not the
rule; and it is strange that we ever em-
barked upon legislation endangering the
title of every single leaseholder, in Order
that a few of the leases might, as we.
think they should, be open for the
alluvial miner. I am glad indeed to say
that we, too, are coming to our senses.
It is gratifying to know that we, are al-
most, if not altogether, unanimous in this
Assembly in..regard to the matter ; and
members may be sure that on the gold-
fields, and throughout the colony, we
have the people with us. The member
for Central Murchison had a great deal
to say in his speech about the amount
per head in regard to the public debt. He
was, I ain glad to say, accurate in re-
gard to what our public debt will be
when our present authorisations have
been exhausted. I think he said it was
aomnething like lk rniliions. That, or
something like it, will be the real figure;-
but we have not the exact amount. He
knows well that it will be some
time yet before all our authoriations are
exhausted; and if we do not increase the
amount, it must be 2 or 2k years before we
shall owe the whole of the money. He
jumped at the conclusion, or led us to
believe that, seeing that our authorisar
tions were l11) millions, our indebtedness
was £70 per head. I would ask the hon.
member (Mr. Illingworth), and other
members, whether that 'vas a. fair way to
put that proposition. Seeing that our
indebtedness will be 1U millions in 21
years, and that our population is 170,000
at present, is it fair to divide 170,000 into
what our indebtedness will bet-because
that assumes that our population will not
increase during the next two or V2k years.
He knows very well, and no one better,
that our population is an abnormal one.
I do not know whether he said so or not,
but he kn~pws it, because he is aware that
something like half of our population
vonsiats; of adult males, wage-earners who

are capable of sustaining a nuiuis large2
public debt, and of paying a very niue
larger revenue. No one knows it hettt

*than he, but did he mention itt
AIR. ILLi2NOWORTH: Yes, I did.
THE PREMIER: Well, if the hor

uiember did that, hie said it. in such
way that I did not notice it.
* MR. ILLINowowurH: I said the popuhi
tion might rise to 200,000.

THEa PREMIER: But the hon. inen
ber did not divide the indebtedness pe
head into, 200,000. Is it right to ai
home that the population is not going t
increase during the next two yearsl

MRn MoRGAus: No ; it isnot right.
MnA. ILLINGwORTH: It may decrease.
Thu PREMIER: Is the hon. membe

going to argue that the debt may it
crease and thoe population is going t
stand still?

Ma.R ILLiNowoRTH: I am afraid it
gIOing to be so.

Tan PREMIER : Then the hon. niembe
tried to make his hearers believe tha
the debt would be £.70 per head, an.
that the population would remain as
is. He ignored the fact that our popt:
lation is made up of one half males, an
is; therefore in a better position to heA

*taxation and indebtedness, as compare
with the population in other colonies.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Yes ; I did met
tion it.

TBs PREMIER: Then the bon. membm
made a very small point of it, and I d
not remember it. If he wished to a(
fairly, he would have said our populf
tion its equal to 250,000 in its powert
hear taxation ; that, in proportion t
nur adult males, if we had a proper nunr
her of women and children, our popule

*tion should be 250,000. Therefore m
contention is that we are twice as we.
able to bear taxation as would be a
equal number of population in othe
colonies, and that we are twice as we'
able to bear our public debt.

MR. TuMoNWOnRa: I gave an c-XU(
analysis on those lines, last year.

'ATIR PREMIER: It is a very imepori
ant point, in relation to the ability c
the population to bear taxation and t
bear the weight of debt. The hon. menr
her did not tell us we sire the largns
gold-producing colony in Australia.
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NCRu. ILLINUWORTI{ Yes, I did, and
said we are the largest dividend-paying
colony.

THE PREMIER: Then T did not bear
it. What I mean to say is that the hon.
member waxed eloquent and got so ex-
cited over what he was saying, that I
asked him not to be excited in regard to
these matters; and as to what he said on
the other matters be has mentioned,
they were so slight that they live es-
caped my memory. He seemed to me
to be like a counsel engaged for the
prosecution, ana left out the defence
altogether.

MR. ILtANOwoRTH: That is not fair,
and you know it.

Tm PREMIER: I say it is perfectly
C'air, for I never beard a more one-sided
speech in recvrd to the financial posi-
tion of the coiony. It would be ungene-
rous for me to, say a word that is unfair;
but the hon. member criticised me, Ran
his speech was most unfair. Ile sain
I had over-estimated the revenue, and
lie made a great point of that. The hon.
member has had the advantage of two
months more time than I had in making
his estimate, and if he has not taken the
advantage of the additional time, he
ought to have done so..- I believe now it
will take us all our time to get our re-
venue, and I said so in mny Financial
Statement. I think there is hope, and
I said that also in my statement. it
would have been quite easy for me to
have shown a deficit of £186,000 on the
current year's account, and to make my
estimate of revenue £170,000 less; but
I thought there were prospects ahead,
and there were signs of returning pros-
perity. I know July was a, bad month
for revonue purposes, and I believe the
reason is that at the end of the financial
year there are scraptings by everyone to
L~et revenue into the Treasury, and there-
fore the next month often suffers by com-
parison. Take the railway revenue, or
take that of any department, and it will
be found that at the end of the financial
year t-hey gather up the outstanding
debts. The revenue for August waso
fairly good, and for September it was
fairly good; and the revenue for October,
tip to the 10 -days of this month, is Z,000
more than the amount received for the
first ten days in October of last year.

There is hope, as I have said:; and
while we know there will be a large ex-
penditure in connection with the Cool-
gardie water scheme, we also expect
there will be ships coming to our shores,
and, like ships of old that came to the
oast of Tarshish, we will have ships com-
ing to Fremantle to carry away our tim-
ber. Looking also at the increasing ex-
port of gold, and taking all things into
account, I was not one of those who was
going to despair of my country; but I
had hope and confidence, and I took a
reasonable view of the future. I may
say now that, if the revenue in the cur-
rent year does not come up to the esti-
itt; it will be my duty to try and keep
down the expenditure. The member for
the Canninig (Mr. Wilson) or the rnem-
ber for North Perth (Mr. Oldham) could
reduce these departments in a month,
and bring the expenciture within the re-
venue ; but when a member on that
side comes to have the opportunity, if
he ever does,
easy a matter
If our revenue

U~ will find it is not so
as he seems to imagine.
proves to be less than our

cstimate for the year, it wvill be our duty
rcdoourbest, and we will doittoo,totry
and bring [the expenditure within the

limits of the revenue. One of those as-
tounding statements made by the mem-
ber for Central Murclison (Mr. tIling-
worth), and I think the worst statement
he made, was that the whole of the de-
pression was due to the deficit of
£186,000.

MR. ILLIXGORTrH: No.
THE PREMIER: If the hon. member

does not withdraw fMai at once, I shall
have something to say about it.

MR. ILLJXGWORrJ- : It is not necessary
to withdraw it, because it is not trune.

T11E PREMIER: The hon. member
said-and I laughed witTL derision at the
thought-that the deficit of £186,000
had brought nil this depression on the
people of this city and on the people of
the colony ; and all because we spent
£186,000 more than we received, and
iwore than we ought to have spent. When
I Eieard him say that, I almost gave up
the good opinion I had of him as an ex-
pert in finance. All my good opinion
seemed to vanish, when the hon. member
made that astounding and very foolish
statement.
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MR. ILLLNGWOIITH: You inislinderstoWd
the thing.

TEs PREMIER: It comes to this, that
the deficit. actually made all this terrible
difference in -the condition of the people of
the colony, when we had spent 6j millions,
during the year in trying to give employ-
ment and in carrying out our public works
schemes 1 And, although we had spent
all that money, the hon. member says
the fact that we spent £186,000 more
than our revenue during the year caused
all this terrible depression! The mem-
ber for the Canning (Mr. Wilson) seemed
to think the members of the Government
and those who support them on this side
had only one object in view, and that
was to spend as much money as we could,
and get it any way we could, not caring
what the result would be. If I were to
apply that to members opposite and to
some others, it would. apply to them with
more reason than it does to the Govern-
ment. Are we likely to bring ruin on
this colony? Who would suffer? Would
we escape soot free--we who are the re-
presentatives of the old inhabitants of
this colony, who to a man, I am gla to
say, support me in this Rlouse-are they
to escape scot free? Who is to suffer
first? It has been said that, although
other people may come to this colony
and may leave it at the first sign of trou -
ble, like rats, from a sinking ship, yet
those who must remain to bear the bur-
den are those who have their homes in
the pounti-y and intend to live and die
in it;- and are we likely to bring ruin, or
to do anything so foolish as will bring
discredit on the colony where all our in-
terests and hopes are centred? The
thing is absurd. We are trying to do
our best, in the interests of the colony,
and in the interests of ourselvesp and
everyone belonging to us;.and to tell me
that our object. is to get money where we
can, and go on the spendthrift plan &f
spending money, not caring what is to
happen, and bringing ruin on ourselvels
and those-

Ma. WISON : We never mentioned
"grats."3

Tns PREMIER: Some member said
others might go away, but that wve, the
older settlers, would have to stay and
bear the burden. It wan perhaps my
rriend frcm Kalgoorlie (MrtT. Moran), who

said that we oni this side were not likely
to leave thet ountry; that all1 our in-
terests. are here, and all our hopes are
centred here, and that whoever may go
away from the country, the old settlers
mjust re~main. The member for the
Canning blames us very, much for this
deficit. I can assure hon. members that
a deficit comes out very easily, for if you
start the year with certain plans and you
find your -revenue does not come in as
you expected, it is not easy to stop the
expenditure suddenly. But why apply
thaf only to the Govermeant? An-uly it
to private affairs, and you will easily find
that The balance may' come out on the
wrong side of the ledger. Are the Gov-
ernment the only persona who started the
year with reat hope and promnise, in
June, i&§7; and who at the end of June,
189'8, found our hopes and aspirations
have not been realised? Yet we are
blamed as' bad managers and bad finan-
ciers-what for? Because we spent a
little more money than we received, al-
though at the same time we spent less
than we had estimated to spend. We
did not get as much revenue as we hoped
for, or we would have had a balance to
credit; but still we spent £70,000 less
than we had intended to spend, and even
then we had a, deficit at the end of the
year. The' fact is, we -bad more faith
in the revenue-producing capabilities )f
the country for that year than we ought
to have had.

MR. MORGANqS:' You were too honest.
Tan PREMIER: I knowv it is a, bad

thing to show a deficit in your balanpe-
sheet; h ut do we cry about it in private
life? When we owe a. few thousand
pounds to, our bankers, does that trouble
us? INo. So long as we have plenty
of assets on the other side, the deficit
does not even disturb our rest. All this
hullabaloo about £186,000 is nothinz at
all; and because we do not get rid of it
in a moment, it is5 aid we are bringing
ruin on the country. We know that by
gradual economy and care, we can easily
get rid of this, amount. If there were
nothing ekse to trouble me than the de-
fii of £186,000, I should sleep soundly;
hut what does trouble me, sometimes, is:
that our revenue does not always come
up to our estimate. Then 'the member
fo~r the Canning (Mr. Wilson) had a' great
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deal to say. about private enterprise, and
he seems to be the advocate for private
enterprise, and for contractors. Every-
thing should be given to private enter-
prise, according to him, and everything
should be let to contractors; but the hon.
member knows well what that means. I
ama not opposed to private enterprise,
although he would lead people to believe
that I am not in favour of private enter-
prise at all. If it were a necessary work
and the people wanted it, I should not oh-
et to private enterprise doing it; but

when there is a great national work, and
one which the people can afford to pay
for, I know the best and cheapest way is
to do. that work through the Government,
because private enterprise means double
the capital, to start with, and means pro-
mnoters and underwriters, and a lot of
plundering. If we have private enter-
prise, we must put up with these things.
I do not say there is not a system of pri-
vat( enterprise by which these eviLs can
be avoided, and I want to give some con-
sideration to that; but by the systemu of
jrivate, enterprise as we know it in this
cclony, the amount of capital required
for ix particular work is doubled, and I
know that many of the enterprises cannot
rtand the doubling of the capital cost. I
Ieieve that even contract work costs
more than day work. I do not say it is
advisable to go in for day work; but,
after all, we have no law suits arising out
AI the day work, and we have none of the
birubles which do arise with contractors.
I have often said to contractors, though
they are all mrends of mine, "You seem
tt. belong to a genus that wants to get
everything,and give nothing in return."
I must say, at the same time, that the
contractors we have employed have always
done the work to our satisfaction; but
they have always teied to get as much out
of us as they possibly could.

MR. OIDnA&M: The jetty blew away,
%;uu know.

Tas PREMIER: I can only say, in
conclusion, that I agree with, those hon.
riiembers who, have spoken of the revenue
ricing the last year andin the present year
vs being a magnificent one. It only means
thast our demands for developing this im-
mense territory have grown so quickly up-
on us, with a, large population
,(;minor in so rapidly, and requiring to

have its wants attended to, that without
the means of communication in the coun-
try everything was against us; and, as
nature has placed gold in parts of the
world where it is difficult to obtain, we
had a great deal to do in trying to make
tht country practicable for persons to
gro into the unsettled parts of it. The
expenditure has been very large, but even
as large as it wab it was not large enough
for the requirements of the country, and
we could easily spend another couple of
m~illions a year, and do good work with
it for years and years to come; but we
must not do that, unless there is real
necessity. My desire is not only to pro-
mkote everything that is best. in the coun-
try and make it great and flourishing,
but my desire is to maintain the public
credit of the country. We have great re-
sponsibilities, no doubt; but our respon-
sibilities are not greater now than they
were when we began under respon-
Sible Glovernment. Fancy our respon-
silility, when we had a. revenue of half
a million a year! And compare it
with our responsibilities now, when we
have two and a. half millions, or
£2,600,000 by the estimate of the mem-
her for Central Murchison I Surely,then,
if we have been able to manage this colony
with a small revenue , we shall be equal to
the occasion with a large one. I only ask
that we shall have faith in the country.
Do not let us go about crying it down,
knocking hope out of persons who have
any. That is what the member for the
Canning (Mr. Wilson) and the mnember for
North Perth (Mr. Oldham) have done to-
night. Anyone here who bad any hope
and confidence in the future of the colony,
who believed that it was going to prosper,
would go home and say, if he believed
those members' statements, "Well, these
mnen, holding responsible positions, seem
to think the Government are so bad, that
they are so ignorant, so desirous of bring-
ingy discredit and ruin on this country,
t hat I must not touch this country until
it has got rid of such a Government." If
that is the wish of the people of this
colony that I should retire, then I say I
would hail the morning on which that
retirement occurred, If the people of the
t-olony are willing-though I know they
are not; that they are not yet ready to
entrust the Government of this coun-
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ti-v to the hon, member Mr.
Wilson) and his private-enterprise
and contractor friends -when the
people airc ready, no one will be more
pleased than I to, hand over the affairs
of the country to them. I say we must
have faith in the country. Let us have
faith in this colony, a,% we have had it in
all these years that are past; let us stand
by the colony in time of need, in the day
of necessity, if it comes upon us; and I
say we shall deserve success, at any rate,
and we will try our best to command it.

MR. DOCERT' (North Fremantle):
In viewingr this subject, I think we ought
to look at the niatter from the point of
view of the welfare of the country, and
not to concentrate our attention on the
smnall deficit that appear.% in the
Treasurer's statement. If we take the
gold returns of this year, we find that
somethingf like a million ounces of gold
have been exported during the twelve
months, representing four million pounds.
Sonic people say this four million pounds
is of no advantage to this country;, that
it is aill taken by the English investor.
I cannot percive how that can hie, or how
it works out; because I take it in this
war: I have no doubt that on .he gold-
fields of thisi colony there are over 20,000
people, ea ch of whom earns at least Z3
a week, which represents £860,000 per
week spent, or, for the entire year, it
means £-3,120,000. That accounts for
£3,120,000 worth of the four millions.
Then there is something like £500,000
paid in dividends. That brings it uip to
£3,620,000; and then there is a balance
of £380,0 00. Now, it is probable that
this amount is absorbed by stores, and
materil-that. is, it is, spent in the
colony ; so that the four millions of
inoney which is alleged to go to the
British investor, is, I say. kept within our
o~wn boundaries and sipent here.

Ma. MoRANv: Do not forget what is sent
to the other side.

m. DOHERY: That could he dealt
with in twelve months. if the Government
would only take the trouble to do so. aind
would give sminall pieces of l.and for s-ettle-
ment, say, a ten years' purchase, to assist
people to build dwelliner-houses ink and
around towns, aS the Commissioner of
Crown Tands is asisting the agriculturist,
and wouild advance a certain sum of

nmoney upon such leases, so that people
Icould wake their homues here. But at
the present timne people are expected to
spend their money to come here, and maen
to pay large rents. Give a lease of 10,
20, or 22 years to the working man, the
amount to be guaranteed by sonme re-
putable citizenrs, and in this way prevent
the outflow of money to, the other colo-
nies. I think we can safely say that the
entire gold output is spent in this
country. Again, take the timber in-
dustry. The timber export was, some-
thing like L200,000 for last year. Prob-
ably this year it wvill be something like
hailf a million of money. That does not
go out of the colonay. To, produce that,
a sum of £Z250,000 is required, which
mnust be spent in the country--every bit
of it. The wool export for 1897 was some-
thing like 19,000,000 lbs. This year
there will be one-third increase on the
value, which will mean half a million
pounds. Every penny of that will be
spent in Western Australia. Every penny
will be spent, and probably some more
extra capital will be put into the in-
dustry ; and, when all this money is being
spent here, how could this country gro
down? Take the small deficit of £1 $6,000.
It is only 6 per cent. on the entire
revenue. Suppose a case of a clerk in an
office in Perth, who wants to buiild a
house, would anyone blame that man, or
say he was going to the dogs, if he mort-
gaged his incomne for 6 per cent. for only
one year, in order to build? We know
there are hundreds of individuals in this
country who mortgage their salaries, and
will anyone say that 6 per cent. would
hec too heavy a burden? Suppose there

ia. deficit next year of half a million,
that would be 15 per cent. of our income.
Would you suppose a, man who had twjfl
P Year would be acting tasbly if he under-
took to pay £45 as interest on a, mort-
gage! You would say, surely a man with
a salary of £300 can easily save X15 ppr
annum? I think that is; the logical con-
clusion to come to; and, iF we have, at
the end of our next financial year, a de-
ficit of half a million, I do not think there
will be very much difficulty in making it
up. We have a wonderful asset-it is, a
most extraordinary thing which no other
Cnlony can show-the besqt narrow-gauge
railway system in Australia. with the hest
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hauling power and the heaviest rails, and,
1 think, the best-run railways in Aus-
tralia. The railways pay interest, on the
mioney borrowed-that is, five millions-
their full interest of 3j per cent. ; and
there is a prolit of It per cent.

MR. MORAN: There is the sinking fund.
MR. DOHERTY : After allowing for

sinking fund, our railways pay 7.5 per
cent, on our loan money. Outside of
the ordinary revenue, you would only
have to find 1* per cent, on 5 millions to
pay the entire revenue. Is there any
country which can show such a record?
I do not think there is. We have had
a bad year, so they say, in 1897-8, but.
still we have this record to show. I
think if there is one fault to be found on
the Government side, it is that they ex-
pect one man to act as Commissioner of
Railways and Director of Public Works.
Now, when you abolish dual titles in nin-
ing, I think you should abolish dual
titles in the Ministry. It is not possible
for a single man to manage such a huge
system. You must remember that we
have 1,400 miles of railway. Is it pos-
sible for one man, who, although he of
course cannot do the work personally, is
responsible to this House for it, to put
his hand on every man in that system;
and, when he has done that, ca-n turn
round and put his hand on every man in
the public works system? I say he, can-
not do it. Is there any railway com-
pany in the United King-dom having a
many miles of railway as we have, and,
if so, is it managed by one man? No;
the British railway companies have man-
agers receiving large salaries, and, in ad-
dition, they have large boards of diree-
tors to help them; and we expect one
man to manage an enormous department
like the railways, and then to turn round
and manage that huge spending depart-
ment, the public wvorks. The position
of the Commissioner of Railways and
Director of Public Works has often pre-
sented itseelf to me in this way: When
the Premier sends round word that the
Estimates are to be made out, the Direc-
tor of Public Works receives the informa-
tion, and naturally says, "I wonder what
the Commissioner of Railways wants."
The Commissioner of Railways sits down
before the Director of Public Works, and
says, "What do you w-ant?" The other

isays, "I want so and so." Now, it is
very natural that the Director of Public
Works would say, "Well, the Commis-
sioner of Railways is a very decent fel-
low, and I will give him all he wants.
That is reasonable." Now, is not that
a logical conclusion to come to? He is
practically criticising himself ; and it is
very natural that the railways get a very
huge slice of our money; whereas, if a
man had to deal with another department
than his own, he would be very chary of
giving it We know very well that is
so.

Tus UomsioNsRt OF RAILWAYS: I have
not the control in that way. The depart-
nments are granted special votes by Par-
liament.

MRs. DOHERTY: Yes; but you have
the asking of the special votes. if it
were in my power, I should be very
pleased to see the railways taken out of
the hands of Parliament. I should put
them under a. good Act, and get a good
board to manage them; and I would
have the railways free from political con-
trol.

THE Comnsslorn OF Rniwnym: They
are all going back again to the old system
in the eastern colonies.

MN. DOHERTY: It has not been so in
New South Wales The system in that
colony is- one that is being followed by all
the colonies, and no one can deny that
Eddy worked the railways of New South
Wales up to a pitch never attained in ay
other tart of Australia. You must have a
board-a separate board--or a separate
Minister. One man cannot manage two
large spending departments such as these;
and the sooner the change comes about
the better. I was somewhat surprised at
the member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson)
speaking about civil service board&. x
should have thought he would have been
the last man to advocate boards, consider-
ing the late experience we have had with
the Perth water supply board. The evi-
dence taken at the inquiry might possibly
incline the hon. member to lean towards
a board ; but certainly the House, taking
its cue from the evidence in that particu-
lar inquiry, should be very chary before
allowing any of the public departments to
wvander into the care of irresponsible
people like the members of the Metropoli-
tan Waterworks Board. I am sorry that
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the member for Central Murchison is not
in his place.

MR. IvUNGOOT11: He is here.I
Ma. DOHERTY: Because you said just

now that nobody ever heard of Western
Australia in' the old country. I ama
pleased to be in a position to tell the him.
member that, when I was at home, a
gentleman asked me who llingworth was,
"because," said my queriest, "he said in his
speech last year that he' advised the Gov-
ernment to sell their £100 stock at 93 ;
so that people who bought same twelve
months before and paid £101 for it should
be left in the lurch by about £8. * "What
class of man is heI" said this gentleman,
and I really could not describe him, but
I thought that the best name to give him
wa that of a prophet; and I said that
three months alter the Estimates were out
-ater he had three months for considera-
tion-the hon. member could tell exactly
hew the revenue was going to turn out.
Well, we will deal with the hon. member's
figures on that particular occasion, anid
will see how he pans out. I am very glad
that I met that friend, who put me on the
road to find out the true bearing of the
hom. member's remarks. The hon. memn-
Bier says, as quoted in Htansard of 2nd
December, 1897:-

That has only confirmed what 1 say, and I
ask, what have the Government done? They
have sold a 4 per cent, bond worth £110 mn
the market with a two years' currency, when
they could sell a 3 per cet, bond for £93,
or perhaps as high as £96.
I am going to work these figures out
directly. The hon. member went on to
say: -

Supposing the eigencies of the casse re-
quired that the Government should sell their
bonds at £93 net in the London market to-day,
the 4 per cent, bonds they hiave sold are

equivalent in market value to £114 19s. 4id.
so that the purchaser has made a profit of £13

19s. 41d. on every £100 bond he has purchased
having two years' currency.
We will take the hon. member's own
figures. He advises the Government to
sell their stock at 93.

Ms. Imsrw~woRTm: NO; he does not.
MR. DOHERTY: I beg his pardon.

The hon. member cannot contradict his
own words. He advised the Government
that, rather than sell their Treasury
bonds for £ 100 at 4 13cr cent., to Nell a 3
per cent, bond for £93. We will
work the figures out, and I can assure

hon. members that. they will see that, for
a 'nan who pretends to have any idea of
finance to make such a statement is most
ridiculous, and that he should not be
listened to in this House.

MR. OwDAa : You do not understand
the subject. That is the argument.

M&. DOHERTY: Well, I will put it so
clearly before the Committee that even
the hon. member wvill understand it. We
will take the million loan on the basis of
the profit from the amount the hon.
tiember speaks of, and reckon it at 93;
that would give £930,000. We would
pay two years' interest on that at 3 per
cent., which would be £16,000; and de-
ducting £16,000 front £930,000, we
have the exact figures of L870,000.
That is the amount for two years' our-
rency that we would have under this
large financial man's proposition. Now,
take what the Government did.

MR, ILLNGOwORT: That. is not the
proposition at afl

MR. DOHERTY: Allow mue. The hon.
member can speak afterwards.

MR. JsINwoworrna: I Cannot: that is
wvhat is the matter.

Ma. DOHERTY: This is what the
Government did. The Government
sold a million pounds' wortla of Trea-
sury bills, for which they got £1,010,000.
They also got lJ per cent. on their
L100,000 df Treasury bills. The interest
for two years on that amount is £80,000.

MR. MORAN : 4 per cent.
Mn. DOHERTY: Exactly. Deduct

£80,000 from £1,010,000, and you
have £930,000, against this financial
magnate's £870,000-a difference of
£60,000. X.ow. there is the man who
stands up in this House, and fells you
that he knows all about finance! Why.
if a clerk in your office came in with a
statement like that, what would you dot
You would dismiss him.

MR. ILLLXGWVORTH: Read the figures I
gave you.

Ma. DOHERTY: These are the actual
figures. I simply say you are not
wnrthy of holding any name in this coun-
try as a financier.

THn CHAIRMAN: Do not address the
hon, member. Address the chair.

.%f. DOHERTY: I apologise, Mr.
C~hairmuan. I regret that the hon. 551cm-
her does not know a little more ahout
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finance, and that year in and year out
he has posed here as financier; but now
he is discovered, he is found out, and
simply through a London man calling
my attention to these figures. I have
always heard the hon. member deliver
the same speech every year. Why does
he not get a little stereotype block made
of the speech, to save him the trouble of
delivering it? I will quote again from
BHansard to bear this out, and to show
that the expressions of last year are in-
troduced into this year's speech. This
is wvhat he said last year, and these re-
marks remind me of thti story about the
sailor and the Jew-you all know what
that means, although I cannot tell it in
this House.

Mn. ILLIliGwoR171: No; I never heard
it.

MR. DOHERTY: Well, I will tell it to
you, by-and-by. This is what the hon.
member told us a few nights. ago: -

Ther is no scarcity of money in the London
market, for on the day when our last loan
wus put on the market then were thirty-
four millions of gold in the Bank of England.
These are the little things that he tells
us the other day. Hle tells the Govern-
ment things that they know a great deal
better than the hion, member imiself.
He says the~ money market is ruled by
the Bank of England. Is there a child
in pinafores who does not know this?
But the hon. member gives it out with
such an air of authority, such art absolute
certainty, as if nobody had ever heard of
it before he announced the fact. Why
does not the hon. member tell us some-
thing freshI Why does he not say what
he would do to bring the country back to
its position 2

MR. OLDHAM: What would you do7
MR. DOHERTY: I will tell the hon.

member what I would do. Instead of
having a revenue tariff, I should have a
protective tariff; I would have an unim-
proved-land tax; and I would have an ex-
port dutty on gold, or on the gold that
does not go through our Mint. With
an unimproved land tax, wye, should re-
ceive revenue from people who derive a
benefit from tho country; and by ant ex-
port duty on gold, we should receive a
revenue from people who take our go-d
away. I would stop borrowing, prob-
ably. We started in 1891, and we have

built up everything since then. The
country was then destitute of public
buildings, and we have erected them all
since that time. If we had a really
sound, sensible revenue, we should be
able to do a great deal.

MR. ILLLNowoRT.H: If you can persuade
the Government-to do what you suggest,
I will help you.

Mn. DOHERTY: The hon. member for
the Canning (Mr. Wilson), seemed to be
sore about the spending power of the
Government-what he called the extrava-
gance of the Government. A most pecu-
liar thing about that is, that not many
days ago, the hon. member introduced a
deputation to the Premier with the
object of asking the Government to pur-
chase a park. This park was entirely out
of the hon. member's constituency, but he
wanted the Government to buy that park
.for £12,000. Anyone who knew this
land which it was desired the Govern-
wuent should purchase for a park, knew
that it could have been bought the day
before for Z2,000. Probably the hon.
member did not know this. If the hon.
member did know it, and knowing thnt
the country wonted money, as be says,
he should not have wished the Govern-
ment to penalise itself to the extent of
£E10,000, when Z2,000 wvould have
bought the land. Perhaps the hon.
member can explain that to the Comn-
mnittee.

MR. WILsON: I do not think I ever in-
troduced -a deputation about a park.
Prove your statement.

Ma. DOHERTY: The hon. member
was always opposed to the Bunbury
harbour works, but when he can get any-
thing, out of Bunbury he is in favour of a
concession for that place. The Bun-
bury harbiour works are very good, then,
for the mnember knowN that every one
of his vessels that goes into the port of
Bunbury can be taken in with greater
safety. We have to sit quietly by and
listen to these things. There is one
particular expenditure that appears on
the Estimates which I take exception to.
It is hardly fair to mention it, because
so many members have touched, upon the
point. Following up what the member
for the Canning said, I think there should
be district boards controlling hospitals;
that these boards should be established
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under an Act of Parliament, and if the
inhabitants of the district where a hos-
pital is situated contribute £1, the Gov-
ernment should give 1 5s. The Govern-
wient have no right to support hospitals
any more than to support boarding-
houses. We know it is. necessary to help
people when they are hard up; but the
way in which the Government have been
keeping the Coolgardie Hospital going
with champagne is monstrous. I think
it should certainly be stopped. It is no
good cloaking these matters, for they are
public scandals. I think the Govern-
ment should stop this sort of thing that
has been going on.

MR. ILLLNOWORTH: Every one should
not suffer for Coolgardie.

MR. DOH7ERTY: Then you might tell
us about Cue.

MR. ILLIN(OoRTH: There is no. chain-
pagne up there.

Ma. DOHERTY:- There is one thing I
wish to refer to, and that is the civil aer-
vice. There ha-s been a. great outcry
about the deficit; but has there ever been
a country in Australia which has not had
at doeficiti In Victoria, they have a defi-

ri ear after year. and now the country
1improving day by day. Take the ex-

ample of New South Waler. The Trea-
surer in his last speech stated there was a
deficit, and yet trade in New South Wales
was never better than ait present. is it
necessary to say that at country is rotten,
lhecause it has a deficit? I will1 ask the
member for Central Murchison that ques-
'-ion?7

MIR. ILLINGWORTH: NO.
IMf . DOHERTY: The bon. member ad-

mits that it is not so. Because we have
a deficit, it does not show we are bank-
rupt, nor that we are paupers. I want to
say that I hope the Government will not
carry out the wholesale dismissal of pub-
tic servants for the purpose of cutting-
clown the Estimates, which may nrobablv
he reduced in this way by a few hundreds
or pounds. The public servants in this
country came here in all good faith, and
we should keep faith with them. Before
the Government should dismiss the public
servants in a wholesale manner,. they
should zo carefully into the whole ques-
tion. It would be better to have a deficit
than to turn men out into the world.
Give tbe country time to rest itself, and

probably at the end of twelve months there
will be no need for dismissals, and we
shall have prosperity. We shall then
have our Treasury overfiowing with isove-
reigns, and business will he increased,
which will mean a, great advantage to us.
A great deal bas been said about the Ob-
servatory, and a. great many people have
a "down" on the Observatory. I want to
say I have no "down" on the Observatory.
I have walked from ±he railway station
often, and I have had to hold my bat on
ai, I came through the streets; I did not
know what was the matter with it, but
when I came int6 the House I saw by the
notice fro-m the Observatory that it was
blowing in Perth. Is it not a good idea
to know thatt? I knew, what was the
matter with my hat then. Another time
I have come out, and I have wondered
what was wrong with me. I felt cold and
miserable. I have come inside this House
and found, according tP the notice, that it
was raining in Perth. rTheee things are
worth knowing ;but it is a pity the astro-
nomer could not tell us these things A
day before they happened, so that we
could have brought our umbrellas and
coats; With us.

Ma. OLDHAM: hi that worth £50,000)
a year?

Ma. DOHERTY: There iL. another item
which has been touched on by the hon.
mnember for thecCanning,who described it
as a terrible tax. He said our people
were taxed at the rate of £18 per head.
Of course, he was wrong; we always ex-
pect that he will be. Our taxation is not
£918 per head: that includes the railways.
Supposing we had a taxation of say £8
per head, and supposing the taxation in
New South Wales. is £4 a head--

Ma. ILLINoWOaRT: It is less than that.
Ma. DOHERTY:- Well, take it at £P2

per head, and take our taxation at X4 a
head. Take Victoria; say the taxation
there is £4 per head, and in this colony
it~ is £8 per head-I am taking the hon.
miember's figuresL, and it does not matter
to inc what the taxation is; I simply want
to give an example. Take the taxation ini
Victoria at £4 per head, and the taixn'r
in Western Australia. at £8 per head.

Ma. OLDHAM: But you are not right.
Ma. DOHERTY: T say that our people

are earning exactly double what the
people in the other -colonies -ire earinih;.

Debate on Finance.LASSEMBLY.'
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The miner in Victoria. earns £,2 or £2 i5s.
per week, and in this colony the miner
earns £4 to £4 5a. a week. If you have
taxation at the rate of £8 per head here,
'and at the rate of £4 per bead in Vic-
toria, still we have double the wages here
to pay the tax 'with. Therefore, it is
not such a. terrible thing as was attempted
to be put by the member for the Can-
ning. If in any other country a man re-
ceived £1, and in th-is country he only
received 104., then it would be a different
matter. I hope we shall always have pro-
sperity in this country. In conclusion, I
wish hon. members to take the advice of
the Premier and have a little hope, and not
usie political policy to condemn the couon-
try. We are young and we must put
shoulder to shoulder to help the country
along. Do not cry down the country, and
do not say it is not worth living in. If
we have a deficit, what is it?

MR. ILIANOW0RTH: We do not cry 0. e
country down.

MnK. DOERTY: You arc always cry-
ing the country down.

Ma. ILI.INOWORTI41: We never ,mid -1
you said it yourself.

Ma. DOHTERTY : We want bon. Ilitih,

hers opposite to join with us, and if they
have any polic;Y let themn put it forward.
anud let us nee what it is, and whether it
will help uts. Th~e member for Central
Murchison Las told us nothing new ; he
has only criticised the Estimates. If that
hon. member has anytbing to say which
can assist uis, and which can get the count-
ti-y out of the present difficulty, let him
tell us whatk it is, but do not let hon. wein-
hers cry the country down, as they Fire
now doing. I do not know a, great deal
about Scripture, but it says that a man
sinned seven times a, day, and was for-
given. We are willing to forgive the hion.
member seven times a day, if he will . ry
to assist the country into at better ipas-
tion.

MR. CONOLLY (Dundas): A good deal
hat- already been said on the Estimates,
by one speaker or another, and from both
sides of the House pretty nearly every-
thing has been said that practicalle canl
be said on the financial condition of the
colony. Myv main reason for getting up
0~ this late hour of the debate is the Rqmp,
As that given by the member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) when he sivoko.

namely, that this is a. debate, and an occar
kaon on which every member should place
hi4t opinion on record, as to the condition
of the colony and its past and future man-
agement. For this object alone, I whhb
to say a few words. On both aides of the
House, during the course of the debate,
two very decided opinions have been ex-
pressed. On the one side, the whole of
the depression and trouuiLe this colony is
undergoing has been placed on the
shoulders of the Government. On the
other side, the whole of the trouble and
depression has been credited to extraneous
causes, and not regarded in any way as
the result of the policy of the Govern-
ment. Looking, at the whole situation
from a fair aind reasonable standpoint,
there are ninny causes, which have brought
abiout this temporary depression. It can-
not be attributed 'a one cause, rind Ir.
bably the bon. member for Cemn Nt-
chison (Mr. Illingworth) and the in-nublt r
for Coolgardie (Hr. Morgans) mnen'loned
the principal causes. These causes m-ay
be placed under three headings. rho
first is undoubtedly the cessation of the
influx of investing capital into this colony,
and there are perfectly fair and reason-
able causes for this cess~ation. The second
cause is the injudicious and, in many
cases, the unnecessary manner in which
th: onverrnent have expended public
mnoney ; and that undoubtedly is a, very

caen use. The third cause is simply
what every man who looks shout
can see, namely, the reaction after a boom.
These three causes are really the root of
the temporary depression which seems to
have come on the colony, and, looking at
the- matter in all its bearings, I cannot
say that any one of those causes is serious,
or could not be very easily remedied, if
taken in a, proper way. In some respoects,
I agree with, the member for Coolgardie,
when, in his usual pleasant manner, and
with characteristic confidence and hope
ini the future, he said there was no ground
For any fear, and that, practically, every-
thing was going on very Well ; bult I can-
not altogether agree with the hion. nuem-
ber. I do not think ever-thinZ is iruing
well, or would go well, if we al1 assumed the
tone and spirit of the hon. member. The
first thing we have to do is to look things
fairly and squarely in the face. and apply
those remedies which undoubtedly arc
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necessary. The main remedy is, not to
be afraid of the situation. There is no-
thing to be afraid of, and if reasonaule
action be taken, this colony, in a very
short time, will be placed in at thoroughly
sound and satisfactory condition. In
fact, what we are pleased to call depres-
dion, simply means we are passing from
aio abnormal and unnatural condition to
a sound, solid, and normal condition.

Mx. MORAN: What is a normal condi-
tion?

Ma. CONOLLY: That is simply a
matter of contrast or comparison. Up
to the present, large amounts of money
have been streaming into the colony, and
now the flow has temporarily ceased, and,
owing to the contrast, we immediately be-
lieve the colony has become insolvent.
It appears to me, however, that, many ex-
cellent results will accrue to us from the
lesson which 1, for one, am, glad to see this
colony has received at such an early stage
in its history. There are excellent rea-
sons why the influx of capital is not going
on as it did. The people who have in-
vested money in Western Australia. are,
it is reasonable to assume, sound commer-
cial and business men, and they are, na-
turally enough, waiting for some return
and I have no doubt whatever that, wvhen
our goldfields prove what we all know
them really to be-probably the most ex-
tensive and richest in the world-we shall
get a good, steady influx of investing ca-
pital into the colony again. We may,
with all reasonable confidence, look for-
ward to that very satisfactory state of
affairs at no very distant date. Taking
the third reason, namely, the reaction after
tbc boom, I ask hon. members, who know
the past history of any of the colonies,
whether the same reaction has not oc-
ourred in every case. Indeed, we cannot
point to any one of the other colonies in
which a similar reaction has not occurred.
The only difference is, that, in some of
the eastern oonies there has been areally
serious depression, the result of a far
greater boom than we had here, and, con-
seqiwently, the reaction has been in pro-
portion. In Western Australia the reac-
tion has occurred at a very early stage,
and, consequently, will not he so serious.
In regard to the expenditure of public
money, the Government are simply ex-
periencing what they undoubtedly should

have foreseen ; and, in saying this, I do
not wish to blame the Government for
anything that has not been their fault.
The Government, with the Premier at
their head. have, I believe, a sincere and
real desire to see the colony succeed and
prosper. But they should have acted with
rather more foresight, and the present
position is simply the result of their at-
tempting to carry out a gigantic nolicy of
public works, wvith such a small popula-
tion as this colony possesses. The pre-
sent position is practically due to trying
to do what, in any other country, would
be regarded as impossible. Furthermore,
the Government have ignored and dig-
couraged that medium, of wvhich every
other country has taken advantage to
further its development-namely, the me-
dium of private enterprise. In this
colony, for reasons we have all heard in
this House, in connection with conces-
sions granted in former times to private
people, the Government have steadily
and perseveringly turned their faces
against that muediumi, and the result is
that the colony has had to bear the whole
cost of development. It will come as a
matter of considerable satisfaction, not
only to members of this. House, hut to
ruany thinking men outside, that the Pre-
mier has so far relented in the prejudice.
which undoubtedly the Government have
hitherto shown, as to state that, on rea-
sonable terms, private enterprise will he
allowed to carry out works which the Gov-
ernment are not in a position to under-
take. That alone is most honeful, and
will, in a. great measure, assist in restor-
ing the colony to a prosperous condition.
I agree with the member for Coolgardie
%%hen he says that it would be better for
this colon y to close the financial year
with a small deficit, rather than go on with
the wholesale and fearful retrenchment
which the Government have initiated.
That, undoubtedly, is the worst feature of
thi lack of foresight which the Govern-
nment have shown in the management of
public affatirs. They have allowed finaln-
cial difficulties to accumRulate from year
to year, until at last they have been ob-
liged, suddenly, and at a counle of
months' notice. to do what they should
have done two years ago. That has un-
doubtedly caused a very severe shock.
which we never should have felt, and which
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the colony would never have realised, had
steps been taken at the proper time, and in
due moderation. Still, after the policy
which the Premier has declared both this
evening and frmedly, there is every rea-
son to believe the colony will be placed on a
Sounder financial basis in the future, and
commercially and industrially will occupy
a much more flourishing position. It
merely requires a little more ordinary
common sense and retrenchment to bring
about this end. The colony has im-
mense resources, and, while we have a
.small population, our debt, though per
capita it may be large, is very small in
proportion to the debts of the other colo-
nies. It is absurd to think that one-
third of Australia is going to be very long
with only 170,000 peole-a ponulation
which scarcely represents that of a Mel-
bourne or Sydney suburb. To state that
tha population is going to stand at its
present basis is unreasonable; and, al-
though we shall never see the big influx of
population we had two or three years ago,
we may reasonably look forward to a good
steady influx of people year after year.
T'hat influx of population, accomnanied
with a fair and reasonable expenditure--
that is to gay, a considerable retrench-
ment on the expenditure of the last two
of three years--and with a judicious use
of private enterprise to assist in the de-
velopment of the colony, will give West-
ern Australia a very hopeful and a tho-
roughl 'y sound and successful future.
There is no cause for fear. If we look
into the matter reasonably, we can con-
gratulate ourselves that this slight check
or depression has occurred at such an
early stage. It hats taught US a. lesson
which cost the eastern colonies many mil-
lions more to learn. Forthat reason alone
we need not look with Such a gloomy
eye at the present condition of the colonv.
I only hope in conclusion, that the
Premier and the colony will carry out
in every respect the policy which the
right hon. gentleman has declared with re-
ference to the Budget We have seen one
serious retraction of the whole policy of
the Government, and I hope we shall not
see another. If I may be allowed to ex-
press an opinion one way or the other on
this question, it seems to me the Premier
has fully realised the danger in which the
colony stands, and has mnade un his minmd

to face things squarely, and to remedy
them by the best and quickest means.

Ma. KENNY (North Murchison): I lis-
tened with great attention to the able
speeches delivered from all sides of the
House. I must honestly confess that I
neither possess the ability nor the incelina-
tion to add one word to them. Already
this debate has occupied a very long time,
and I haive no desire either to pose as a
financial expert, to play the part of a
candid friend to the hon. gentlemen oc-
cupying the 'Treasury benches, or to
preach an "ordinary" to this hon. House:
but, with all sincer-ity, I would say, let us
look not into the past, which comes not
back again, but, rather, wisely. improve the
present, and go forth into the future with-
out fear and with manly hearts.

Question-that the first vote, "Hfis Ex-
cellency the Governor, £1,055," be agreed
to-put and passed.

This concluded the debate On policy.
DEBATE ON ITEMS.

Exerzztivi Council, £,268-agreed to.
Legislative Council. £1 -9 2 0-agreed to.
Legislative Assembly, £4,910-agreed

to.
The Treasury, £10,465-agreed to.
London Agency, £4,250-greed to.
Custom, £31,407:
inr PREMIER moved, as an amend-

ment, that, in item 81, the words "Sub
Collector and" be inserted before "Landing
Surveyor."

Amendment put and passed.
Mas. JAMES (referring to Customs

generally): Was provision made in the
Estimates for the appointment of excise
officers for the collection of excise duties,
and also for looking after the quality of
liquor sold 1

THE PREMIER: Provision was not
made in the Estimates, because the matter
was nc'tar-anged when the Estimateswere
prepared:; but it would not prevent the
Government from carrying out the law,
and arrangements were now being com-
pleted.

M&. TLLINOWORTH: It was highly de-
sirable that the Government Should have
officers of excise, because he believed it
would lead to a very large increase of the
revenue. He was informed that a very
large number of people in this city carried
on the illicit sale of liquors, besides which,
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there was the illicit manufacture of
liquors, which paid no duty, whatever, and
we knew this did great damage to persons
who consumed them, in addition to inter-
f erinag with the revenue of the country.

MR. MORAN : Were the Governmkent
doing anything for the goldfieldai

THE Pamnuest: Yea&
Ma. MORAN: The amount of liquor

sold in Western Auatralia. by persons who
paid no license ar. all was astonishing, the
liquor sold in licensed hous es being only a
circumstance, in comparison.

Ma. DOHERTY: The officers engaged
in the collection oi excise in the breweries
could carry out the Act

Thu PREMIER: There was no provi-
sion, 'but he might say the collection of
excise duty orn beer was now being carried
out without any extra expense.. He found
that in South Australia they did the same
thing.

Vote, as amended, put and jdassedL.
Harbour and light, £,15,882:
MR. JAMES: What bad been done in

connection with the multitude of small
boats of all sorts, including steamn
launches, kept at Fremantle for Govern-
meent. purposest

Thu PREMIER: There was one launch
belonging to the Medical Department at
Fremantle.

MR. JAMES: How many others we'
there belonging to departmental Thent
hail been complaint about so much
extravagance and the uselessness of some
of the boats. He would like to know
which were useful and which were not.
A great number were entirely useless.

Tan PREMIER: Some of them were
wanted in connection with public works.

Mit. ILvLINGrWORTH: Did the Pre-
mier intend, in going through the Esti-
mates, to make any deductions with a
view to bringing them within the pro-
bable income? Were the Committee
called upon to pass the whole of the es-
timated expenditure, with a clear pros-
pect that the money would not be forth-
coming to meet it?

THE PREMIER: It was proposed to
ask the Committee to pass the Estimates
as they stood. It would be impossible
to deal with them in an ote wa, after
having placed them on the table; hut
not only he (the, Premier), but every
other member of the Government and

every head of at department, would dc
everything possible to reduce the expen
diture. If the revenue did not keep up
thel expenditure would be kept down.
If, on the other hand, the revenue came
up to expectationsi, there would not be
such necessity for cutting down the esti.
mated expenditure.

MN a. ILLINOWO~RH: That should be
clearly understood.

TuE PRE]MIER.: That was the dese
of the Government.

Mmn ILLIN4WVORrH:- Would it bt
necessary for the Committee to seek out
items upon which deductions should be
made?

Teen PII1EMIER: Possibly some, itemes
might be struck out, and he would feel
obliged if members would point out any
that could be dispensed with.

MR. ILLINOWOETHI: It would he dan.-
cuR for mnenkbers to deal with single
items.k

Tiu PREMIER: True. He had tried
it lumael.

MR, TLINGWORT : The assurance ol
the Governmient could be accepted ; but it
should be understood that the CommInittee
were authorising this estimated expendi-
ture only in case it should be absolutely
n~ecessary. It was too much to expect
the Government to recast their Esti-
mates;- but it should be understood that
the Government would not spend all this
money, although authorised to do so, if
they could possibly restrict their expen-
diture.

Ma. DOHERTY: Was there any inten-
tion of reducing the heads of departments,
and using the money so saved to avoid
the necessity of dismissing men receiving
small salaries?

THE PREMIER: It wa6 not proposed
to reduce any salaries included in the
Estimatee this year. Officers who were
not wanted would be got rid of; but the
salaries of individuals would not be at-
tacked, though care would be taken not
to give extravagant salaries to any new
officers who might he engaged.

MR. MonAsz: Thet police salaries had
been reduced all round.

Tan PREMIER: No; only some allow-
nces, he believed.

Ma. JAMES: If any question did arise
with regard to a reduction of salaries,
it should be remrembered that last year

[ASSEMBLY.3 Treasury Votes.
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the officers of the Works Department re-
ceived increases they were not entitled
to, because the Minister, or whoever was
responsible, did not cut down the salaries
as directed. That department, therefore,
should be the first to be cut down, so as
ta bring it to the level of the other de-
partments.

MIR. ILLINOWOETH suggested that
t'ic items should be passed en bloc.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILS-
%AYS (lion. F. H. Piesse): An explana-

tion was due with regard to the Works
lDepartument, as a misapprehension had
arisen with respect to the salaries. The
Estimates placed before the House were
subject to misconstruction, because the
officers of his department had been
brought up to a level with other branches
of the public service, and then immedi-
ately cut down. They, therefore, had
gained no advantage over other depart-
mnents.

Item, upkeep and insurance, uniform
for officers, and crew of Penguin:

Ma. CONNOR: Item" 70 to 75 already
pnmvided for the master, pilot, and crew
of the steauner Penguin. Such items
should not be passed without discussion.

Tux PREMIER: This item was for in-
surance, etc. Certainly the allowances
appeared to he large; hut the Penguin
could not be dispensed with. She was
used for looking after the buoys along-
the coast of the colony, which were pre-
viously attended to by a. lighter engaged
by the Governent at an even greater
expense. This steamer was also, useful
in connection with harbour works, and for
giving assistana* to ships :and, though
expensive, she paid her way.

Item passed.
Other items agreed to. and the vote

passed.
Governmrent Stain, £5,525:
Item, Clerks and labourers occasion-

ally employed, £,2,000:
Ma. DOHERTY: How were these men

employed?
'u PREMIER : The Government

Storekeeper stated, in his renort, that he
hoped to save the whole of this £2,000
at the end of the year, wheni he got into
new premises.

Item passed.
Other items ireed to. and the vote

parsed.

Iliterary. Scientific, and Agricultmsal
Grants, £12,25O-agreud to.

Pensions, £5,161 l~st 2d.:
Hwi. S. BURT asked whether it was

the intention of the Government to give
effect to the recommendation of the
board of governors of the High School
(Perth), in regard to the retired second
master, Mr. K. W. Haynuee. In the r--
port, the governors of the High School re-
commended that some recompense be
given to Mr. Haynes for his many years of
labour. Mr. Haynes was to retire at the,
end of the year, and was now on leave
of absence on full pay. The governors
of the school were precluded from more
adequately recognising the valuable work.
done by Mr. Haynes by granting him
either a retiring pension or a gratuity.
At the time when the High School was
established Mr. Haynes generously gave
tip the establishment which he owned at
the time, and which was progressing
favourably, bringing hiui in some return,
and transferred his scholars to the High
School with hintself. This was done at
the request of the Government, and Mr.
liiles'S sholars formned the nucleug of
the High School. It was thought that
if Mr. Haynes continued in opposition to
the High School, the euccess of the High
School would not be so assured. It was
understood that at the end of this gen-
tlentan's service, a similar treatment
would be meted out to him as
was meted out to the public school-
masters in the elementary schools
under the Public Education Depart-
mnent. The High School wats tic
exactly on the same fooflng as the State
schools, but it received a Government
gratuity, without which it could not have
existea. At tbi end of 13 or 14 years,
Mr. Haynes had be~nW asked to retire for
no particular reason, only it was con-
sidered it would be wail to try some new
blood in the school. Mr. Haynes was
a most efficient teacher, hs many engaged
in businesh" and profesional work about
the colony could testify. He was al-
ways considered one of the best teachers
of the school since its formastion, and he
had attended to his work more assidu-
ously than any other man in the service.
The Government should not pass over

I such a recommendation as that made by
.the governors of the High School. No
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provision had beent made on the Esti-
mates for granting a fitting gratuity to
Mr. Haynes, and he would ask if it was
the intention of the Premier to suggest
any gratuity to the Committee.

MR. JAMES said he wished to add his
heartfelt testimony to the public scrvic
wvhioh IMr. Haynes had discharged to-
wards the colony whilst connected with
the educational institutions of the Colony.
He (Mr. James) spoke with deep feelings
of personal gratitude towards Mr. Haynes,
who was the one man to whom, during
the few years of his (Mr. James's) school
life he owed all that he learned, and lie
might say it was to Mr. Haynes he owed
the position he occupied to-day. He was
only recently speaking to one of the
youngest boys attending the High School,
and he (Mr. James) was delighted to find
that the testimony of this boy was similar
to his own experience. After a long and
faithful service Mr. Haynes was entitled
.c some recompense, and be hoped the
Government would see their way clear to
adopt the recommendation which the gov-
ernors of the, High School had made.

Ma. A. FORREST: When the debate
uccurred last year in reference to the
High School, he was one of the members
who spoke most strongly in regard to a
change being necessary in the High
School. He never dreamt, at that time,
that Mr. Haynes, who had really initiated
the school, would be the first to be re-
moved.- He (Mr. Forrest) had said it was
necessary, in the interests of this country.
that a better class of teachers should oie
appointed to the school, and he had sup-
ported an increased vote for that purpose.
Mi. Haynes had done good work in his
time, and it wvan only fitting that the Tres-
sorer should place a sum of money' on
the Estimates as a penision. It was not
desirable to grant a gratuity, and it
would be better to give a pension.
There was an item before the Committee
fo,- a p ension to Air. CiT. Poole. late As-
sistant Engineer-in-Chief, £170 a year.

MR. JAMES: For how long?
Mn. A. FORREST: For life. If Mr.Poole

wat entitled to this pension, surely Mr.
Haynes, who had devoted many yeatrs of
hs life to the service of the State in the
High School on a small salary of Z250
it year, should have a pension granted to
hint, when a gentleman like Mr. Poole,

ptia few years' service was to receive a
pebstion of £1l70 a year-, It was difficult
to see why one servant of the State should
nout be enititled to a pension in the same
1% H3 as other officers of the Sta'te ; and
it was to be hoped some provision would
6e made for Mr. Hastes in the Supple-
mnentary Estimates. Last year many
me-mbers, and especially those whose
children were attending the High School,
urged the necessity for bringing the
stchool up to a higher standard, so that
y(tung people need not be sent out of the
cclony to be educated. On that occasion,
arit iicreasied vote for the school was
unanimously passed ; but it wa never
ur-derstood that the gentleman who had
really inaugurated this establishment
should be the first to go. He would be
sorry to say the governors of the
school were wrong in their decision ; but,
considering the work Mr. Haynes had
done, that gentleman was more entitled
to a pension than maniy pcEl-nns whose
wnes figured on the list before the Come-
mittee.

Mn. CONNOR: The wa~y in which the
Estimates were being rushed through was
almost indecent. There ought to be
further discussion, and be suggested that
progress be reported.

THE PREMIER: The recommendation
in the report of the governors of the High
School, in reference to Mr. Haynes, had
nct been specially brought under his
notice. Some reports presented he read,
and some he did not, before they went
en to the Printer: and, as he had said,
the recommendation of the governors
han not been brought directly under his
attention. The recommendation was a,
general one. and he would have much pre-
ferred a special recommendation, so that
he could have found out what was in the
minds of the governors of the school. The
Superannuation Act only provided pen-
Sions for persons in the permanent civil
service of the country, and he did not
know whether Mr. Haynes could be said
to he in the permanent civil service. If

icould be legally shown that Mr. Haynes
wab in that position, the matter could
'-atsiy be arranged h ut he (the Premier),

ild not think Mr. Haynes war, in the per
inanent civil service, merely because thi
High School had been given a certaii
arnual vote. The only way he saw c
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dealing with the case was by a gratuity.
Hie must confess he bad not con-
sidered the question, although the teem-
heti for the Ashburton (Hon. S. Burt) had
brought it under his attention; and
h6 would Like to consult the gov-
ernors. of the High School in regard to it.
He believed this officer had done good
service in his position, and many young
men occupying good pasts in the colony
had been taught by him. It was difficult
to deal with these matters. All he could
ask was to have the matter left open for
consideration, and- he would consult with
Oti..overnors to see what could be done.
He hardly thought the Superannuation
Act would apply.

Item, G. T. Poole (late) Assistant En-
gineer-in-Chief, 1170:

Mn. JAMES asked for explanation of
this item; alsop item 72, J. F. Stone, Im-
migration Agent, etc., £65 12s. 6d.

TnB PREMIER: Item 63 related to the
Assistant Engineer-in-Chief. The officers
desired the Government to abolish the
office. For one reason or another the ad-
ministration was not considered altogether
satisfactory, but there was no fault what-
ever to find with the capabilities of the
officer, who Wras one of the most com-
petent architects in the colony. -He was
imported from England years ago, and
occupied the position of Government
Architect, or superintendent of public
works, or whatever the position was; but
tie time arrived when the head of the de-
lpartlient (Hon. F. H. Pies) was remr-
granising it, and then it was desired that
another officer should he placed in charge.
The Government could not say this officer
was incompetent, and the only way WA$s
tinder the Superannuation Act to abolish
the office; therefore the office was
abolished. As a rule, the Government
allowed so many years extra. in computing
the superannuation allowance ; but in this
instance nothing extra was allowed. The
Government offered a lump sum or a pen-
sion, which they believed he was entitled
to; and he chose the pension. With re-
gard to item 72, the Governmit had no
option. About 19 years ago this officer
acted as Immigration Agent and officer to
carry out the Passengers' Act, and he was
subsequently transferred to a division in
which he could not carry out those duties,
being made Superintendent of the Prison.

*He obtained a. letter from the Governor,
saying that whenever he retired he should
receive a salary of £17 I Os. a year.
Eventually he retired from the, penal ser-
vice. All the Governmuent could do was
to carry out the arrangement made.

Ma. JAMES: How long was this system
of pensions to continue? The office of im-
migration agent in this colony was a smnall
tuatker, a merely formal affair; yet this
officer, after serving for 19 years, received
a pension of £17 10s, per annum.

Thu PRMER: Such a case could
hardly occur again. There had been a
comiplaint that the pension was roe small.

Item agreed to, and the vote passed.
Riefunds, £3,000-agreed to.
Miscellaneou~s Services, £86,G83 9s.

7d.:
Mn. A. FORREST moved that progress

Ibe reported.
Put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to sit

again.

COMPANIES AOL' AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,

atnd, on the mnotiou Of MR. MoRLAN, read a
Ifirst time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House atdjourned at 11.16 pin, until

the next day.

[11 OCTOBER, 1898.]Anawal Estimates.


